
Music 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Year R/1 Hey You! - 
Old school hip hop 

Ho Ho Ho –  
Basic 

instrumentation 

I Wanna Play In A 
Band – 
Rock 

In The Groove – 
Blues 

Friendship song - 
Songs about being 

friends 

Reflect, rewind 
and replay 

Skills and knowledge 
progression in year 

1/2 

Find the pulse as 
they are listening 
to the main Unit 
song. 
 
March in time 
with the pulse. 
 
Copy back the 
rhythms they 
hear. 
 
Rap and sing in 
time to the music.  
 
Play accurately 
and in time. 
 
Improvise as part 
of the 
performance. 
 

Understand that 
songs have a 
musical style. 
 
Recognise the 
name and some 
instruments/voice
s. 
 
March/be a rapper 
and find the pulse. 
 
Copy and clap 
back rhythms. 
 
Recognise high 
and low sounds 
when singing and 
playing. 
 
Play accurately 
and in time. 
 

Understand that 
this Unit is about 
Rock music. 
 
Find the pulse in 
Rock music. 
 
Clap the rhythm of 
their name. 
 
Play accurately 
and in time. 
 
Improvise in the 
lesson and the 
performance 
 
Compose a simple 
melody. 
 
 

Find the pulse as 
they are listening 
to the main Unit 
song. 
 
Dance to each 
style of music and 
move to the pulse. 
 
Identify five 
different musical 
styles. 
 
Copy the actions 
on-screen. 
 
Sing together in all 
the different 
styles.  
 
 
 

Recognise the 
name of some of 
the instruments 
you hear.  
 
Decide how to find 
a pulse. 
 
Sing in two parts.  
 
Play accurately 
and in time.  
 
Recall how they 
felt during a 
performance.  
 
Understand that 
rhythm is different 
to the pulse. 
 

Listen and 
appraise classical 
music. 
 
Sing in two parts. 
 
Play instruments 
within a song.  
 
Improvise using 
their voices. 
 
Share and 
perform.  



Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms. 

Sing and rap 
together in time. 
Improvise using 
words. 

Evaluate 
recordings of their 
own 
performances. 

Understand that 
we add high and 
low sounds 

Year 2/3 Let your spirit fly - 
R&B (dimensions of 

music) 

 

Glockenspiel stage 
1 - 

Exploring and 
developing 

instrumental skills in 
various music styles 

 

Three Little Birds -  
Reggae  

 

The Dragon Song - 
Traditional folk 

songs from around 
the world 

Bringing us together 
-  

Disco 

 

Reflect, rewind and 
replay -  

Consolidate learning 
and performance 

Skills and knowledge 
progression in year 

3 

Identify the piece 
of music’s 
structure.  
 
Identify 
instruments and 
voices. 
 
Find the pulse 
whilst listening to 
a piece of music.  
 
Copy back 
rhythms.  
 
Invent rhythmic 
and melodic 
patterns.  
Sing in two parts.  

Play and read the 
notes C, D, E + F.  
 
Play a mixture of 
tunes using the 
above notes.  
 
Improvise a piece 
of blues music 
using the notes C + 
D.  
 
Compose a piece 
of blues music 
using the notes C, 
D, E + F.  
 
Perform and share 
how the music 

Identify the 
piece’s structure.  
 
Identify 
instruments and 
voices.  
 
Find the pulse of a 
piece of music. 
 
Identify tempo 
changes.  
 
Singing in unison. 
 
Play instrumental 
parts accurately 
using the notes G 
+ A.  
 

Identify the 
themes of a piece 
of music.  
 
Explain how the 
words of a song 
tell a story.  
 
Copy back, play, 
invent rhythmic 
and melodic 
patterns.  
 
Sing in two parts.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody.   
Record 
performance and 

Identify the piece 
of music’s 
structure.  
 
Identify 
instruments and 
voices. 
 
Find the pulse 
whilst listening to 
a piece of music.  
 
Copy back 
rhythms.  
 
Invent rhythmic 
and melodic 
patterns.  
Sing in two parts.  

Listen and 
appraise classical 
music. 
 
Sing in two parts. 
 
Play instruments 
within a song.  
 
Improvise using 
their voices. 
 
Share and 
perform. 



Play instrumental 
parts accurately 
and in time.  
 
Play F, G + C by 
ear.  
 
Improvise in 
lessons and in 
performance.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms. 
 
Share and perform 
by either singing, 
playing an 
instrument, 
improvising or 
composition.  
 
 

was learnt and 
why.  

Improvise using 
the note C.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody.  
 
Perform by 
singing, playing an 
instrument, 
improvising or by 
performing 
composition.  
 
 

discuss how it 
went.  

Play instrumental 
parts accurately 
and in time.  
 
Play F, G + C by 
ear.  
 
Improvise in 
lessons and in 
performance.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms. 
 
Share and perform 
by either singing, 
playing an 
instrument, 
improvising or 
composition.  

Year 4 Mamma Mia -  
70s pop music 

 

Glockenspiel stage 
2 - 

Exploring and 
developing 

instrumental skills in 
various music styles 

Stop! - 
Rap/Grime 

 

Lean on me -  
Soul/gospel 

Blackbird -  
Pop 

 

Reflect, rewind and 
replay - 

Consolidate learning 
and performance 



Skills and knowledge 
progression in year 

4 

Recognise the 
structure of a 
piece of music.  
 
Identify 
instrumentation.  
 
Using a 
glockenspiel, play 
and copy back 
using the notes G 
+ A.  
 
Singing in unison.  
 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
song by ear and 
from notation.  
 
Improvising using 
up to 3 notes.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms 
choosing from the 
notes of the 
pentatonic scale.  
 

Revise, play and 
read the notes C, 
D, E, F + G.  
 
Play a mixture of 
tunes using the 
above notes.  
 
Revisit tunes from 
stage 1.  
 
Compose using 
the notes C, D, E, F 
+ G.  
 
Perform by 
singing, playing an 
instrument, 
improvising or 
performing 
composition.  

Identify the 
structure of a 
piece of music.  
 
Dance, clap, sway, 
march to the pulse 
of the music.  
 
Using a 
glockenspiel, play 
and copy back 
using the notes C + 
D.  
 
Singing and 
rapping in unison 
and in parts.  
 
Compose rapped 
lyrics about 
bulling.  
 
Perform pieces of 
music with 
choreography.  
Record 
performance and 
discuss 
afterwards.  

Identify the 
structure of a 
piece of music.  
 
Dance, clap, sway, 
march to the pulse 
of the music.  
 
Using a 
glockenspiel, play 
and copy back 
using the notes F + 
G.  
 
Singing in unison.  
 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
song by ear and 
from notation 
using up to 4 
notes. 
 
Improvise using up 
to 3 notes.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody choosing 
from the notes; F, 

Identify the 
themes in this 
piece of music.  
 
Understand that 
the words of the 
song tell a story.  
 
Using a 
glockenspiel, play 
and copy back 
using the notes C + 
D.  
 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
song by ear and 
from notation 
using up to 3 
notes. 
 
Improvise using up 
to 3 notes.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms 
choosing from the 
notes of the 
pentatonic scale.  

Listen and 
appraise classical 
music. 
 
Sing in two parts. 
 
Play instruments 
within a song.  
 
Improvise using 
their voices. 
 
Share and 
perform. 



Perform using 
movements to 
express a piece of 
music.  

G + A or D, E, F, G 
+ A.  
 
Record the 
performance that 
uses one of the 
following: 
improvisation, 
instrumental 
performance or 
composition.  

 
Record the 
performance that 
uses one of the 
following: 
improvisation, 
instrumental 
performance or 
composition. 

Year 5 Livin’ On A Prayer -  
Rock anthem  

 

Classroom Jazz 1 - 
Jazz/swing/improvis
ation 

Make You Feel My 
Love 

Pop ballad 

 

The Fresh Prince Of 
Bel-Air - 

Old-school hip hop 

Dancing In The 
Street - 
Motown  

 

Reflect, rewind and 
replay - 

Consolidate learning 
and performance 

Skills and knowledge 
progression in year 

5 

Identify the 
structure of this 
piece of music.  
 
Recognise the 
instruments and 
voices.  
 
Find the pulse 
when listening.  
 
Understand that 
tempo means fast 
or slow.  
 

Recognise the 
structure of a 
three note Bossa. 
 
Recognise the 
structure of a five 
note Swing.  
 
Identify 
instruments and 
voices.  
 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
music by ear.  

Recognise the 
structure of this 
piece of music. 
 
Identify the 
instruments and 
voices.  
 
Find the pulse 
when listening.  
 
Understand that 
dynamics mean 
the volume of the 
music.  

Recognise the 
structure of this 
piece of music. 
 
Identify different 
instruments and 
sounds.  
 
Using the 
recorder, play and 
copy back using 
the notes D, E + F.  
 
Singing and 
rapping in unison.  

Identify the 
structure of this 
piece of music.  
 
Recognise the 
different 
instruments and 
voices heard.  
 
Find the pulse 
when listening.  
 
Understand that 
texture is how 
many layers of 

Listen and 
appraise classical 
music. 
 
Sing in two parts. 
 
Play instruments 
within a song.  
 
Improvise using 
their voices. 
 
Share and 
perform. 



Play and copy back 
using up to 3 
notes.  
 
Improvise using up 
to 3 notes.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms 
choosing notes 
from the 
pentatonic scale.  
 
Perform with 
choreography.  

 
Improvise in a 
Bossa Nova style 
using the notes G, 
A + B.  
 
Improvise in a 
swing style using 
the notes D, E, G, 
A + B.  
 
Performance to an 
audience.  

 
Using recorders, 
play and copy back 
using the notes C, 
D + E.  
 
Sing in unison.  
 
Pay instrumental 
parts with the 
song by ear and 
notation.  
 
Improvise using up 
to 3 notes.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms.  
 
Perform with 
choreography that 
includes 
improvisation, 
instrumental 
performance and 
composition.  

 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
song by ear and 
from notation.  
 
Improvise using 
the notes D, E + F.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms.  
 
Perform and share 
including 
improvisation, 
instrumental 
performance and 
composition.  

instruments/voice
s can be heard.  
 
Using a recorder, 
pay and copy back 
using the notes F, 
G + A.  
 
Singing in unison 
and with backing 
vocals.  
 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
song by ear and 
from notation.  
 
Improvise using 
the notes D, E + F.  
 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms.  
 
Perform and share 
including 
improvisation, 
instrumental 
performance and 
composition. 



Year 6 Happy - 
Pop 

 

Classroom Jazz 2 -  
Jazz/swing/improvis
ation 

A New Year Carol - 
Gospel 

 

You’ve Got A Friend 
-  

Music of Carole King 

Music And Me - 
Identity and choice 

 

Reflect, rewind and 
replay - 

Consolidate learning 
and performance 

Skills and knowledge 
progression in year 

6 

Describe the style 
indicators of the 
song/music.  
 
Describe the 
structure of the 
song. 
 
Identify instruments 
and voices heard.  
 
Discuss musical 
dimensions used in 
the song. 
 
Sing in two parts. 
 
Play instrumental 
parts accurately and 
in time as part of a 
performance.  
 
Improvise using the 
notes A, G + B.  
 
Compose a melody 
using simple 
rhythms and use in 
performance.  

Describe the style 
indicators of the 
song/music.  
 
Describe the 
structure of the 
song. 
 
Identify instruments 
and voices heard.  
 
Discuss musical 
dimensions used in 
the song. 

 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
music by ear using 
the notes C, D, E, 
F, G, A, B + C.  
 
Improvise using up 
to 5 notes in a 
Blues style.  
 
Perform and share 
including 
improvisation, 

Describe the style 
indicators of the 
song/music.  
 
Describe the 
structure of the 
song. 
 
Identify instruments 
and voices heard.  
 
Discuss musical 
dimensions used in 
the song. 

 
Identify the mood 
and story told.  
 
Clap some rhythm 
used in the song. 
 
Learn musical 
phrases 
performed in the 
song.  
 
Singing in unison 
in its original style.  

Describe the style 
indicators of the 
song/music.  
 
Describe the 
structure of the 
song. 
 
Identify instruments 
and voices heard.  
 
Discuss musical 
dimensions used in 
the song. 

 
Using recorders, 
play and copy back 
using the notes A, 
G + E.  
 
Play instrumental 
parts with the 
song by ear and 
notation using up 
to 4 notes.  
 
Improvise using 
the notes A, G  + E.  

Listen and 
appraise music 
from four different 
inspirational 
female artists 
considering:  

• Opinions 
on the 
music 

• Identifying 
specific 
instrument
s 

• Significant 
parts of the 
song.  

 
Using inspiration 
from other artists 
to create own 
piece of music.  
 
Composing own 
piece of music 
including self-

Listen and 
appraise classical 
music. 
 
Sing in two parts. 
 
Play instruments 
within a song.  
 
Improvise using 
their voices. 
 
Share and 
perform. 



 
Contribute to the 
performance by 
singing, playing an 
instrument, 
improvising or 
composing.  

instrumental 
performance and 
composition. 
 

 
Perform and share 
including 
improvisation, 
instrumental 
performance and 
composition. 
 
 

 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms.  
 
Perform and share 
including 
improvisation, 
instrumental 
performance and 
composition. 

made success 
criteria.  
 
Perform, share 
and present.  

 


