
 

 
EYFS  Birch Class 2021-2022 
Medium Term Planning 

Summer 1  
 

      
Amazing Africa 

 

 
 
 
 

We will be learning about the Queen in 
week 5 as part of the Jubilee 

Celebrations 
 

 

Week 1  Handas Surprise/ Africa is not a Country 
 Literacy– unaided writing opportunities 
throughout the classroom including weather 
reports, labels for models, names, clipboards 
outside, chalk mark making. 
After tasting fruit, use sounds to describe the 
taste. Many of us will be writing in complete 
sentences. 
Little Wandle phonics- short vowels- CVCC 
(consonant, vowel, consonant consonant) plus 
tricky words; said so have like 
Maths – This week, children will continue 
exploring subtraction, now looking specifically at 
the number bonds to 10. These are shown using 
counters and the part-whole model, which have 
both been used before. Children begin to work 
with subtraction number bonds, following the 
‘missing part’ structure. 
Topic – Science; Find out about the fruits Handa 
gathered for her friend. Why is fruit good for us? 
Talk about vitamins. (links to PSED- healthy 
choices) Geography Links; Recognise some 
environments that are different from the one in 
which they live. Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this country and life in 
other countries, drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate 
– maps. 

Jigsaw- Piece 1 . My Family and Me! I can identify 
some of the jobs I do in my family and how I feel 
like I belong 
British Value- Individual liberty We all have the 
right to have our own views. We are all respected 
as individuals. We feel safe to have a go at new 
activities. We understand and celebrate the fact 
that everyone is different. 
RE- Story Time - Lesson 1: The Boy Who Cried 
Wolf (An Aesop Fable) 
What did the shepherd learn from his 
experience? Have you ever not told the truth? 
Why is it best to always be honest? 
PE- Attack v Defence : Games For Understanding  
Taking turns. The focus of the learning is to 
understand why it is important to take turns 
when playing a game.  
Music; Charanga Big Bear Funk Joanna Mangona 
 

Week 2 –Handas Hen/Mama Panyas Pancakes 
Literacy – unaided writing opportunities 
throughout the classroom including weather 
reports, labels for models, names, clipboards 
outside, chalk mark making. 
Can they remember which animal took each 
piece of fruit? Complete matching activity, label 
animals and fruit identifying sounds 
Little Wandle phonics- short vowels CVCC CCVC 
plus tricky words; some come love do 
Maths- This week, children will learn how to 
count on from a given number in order to add. 
Children will use the first, then, now structure to 
identify what number they are counting on from, 
and how many they are counting on. 

Art – Observation drawing of a piece of fruit from 
Handas Surprise; refining fine motor. What 
colours / textures will you need to show? 
Explore Ndebele and Batik art- pattern making 
Jigsaw- Piece 2 Make friends, make friends, 
never ever break friends! Part 1 I know how to 
make friends to stop myself from feeling lonely. 
British Value- Individual liberty We all have the 
right to have our own views. We are all respected 
as individuals. We feel safe to have a go at new 
activities. We understand and celebrate the fact 
that everyone is different. 
RE – Story Time - Lesson 2: The Crocodile and 
The Priest (A Sikh Story) 
Sikhs believe people should not think they are 
better than other people, because everyone is 
special and important, but be the best person 
they can be. What encouraging things can we say 
to each other to make each other feel happy? 
Make a list that can be used by the class 
PE- Attack v Defence : Games For 
Understanding  Keeping the score. The focus of 
the learning is to understand why we need to 
keep the score during a game. 
Music; Charanga I Feel Good by James Brown 
 
 

Week 3- The Ugly 5/ The Lion Inside 
Literacy- unaided writing opportunities 
throughout the classroom including weather 
reports, labels for models, names, clipboards 
outside, chalk mark making. 
Little Wandle phonics- short vowels CCVCC 
CCCVC CCCVCC longer words plus tricky words; 
were here little says 
Maths- This week, children will learn how to 
count back from a given number in order to 
subtract. Children will use the first, then, now 
structure in order to identify what number they 
are counting back from, and how many they are 
counting back. 
Topic- The Natural World-Explore the natural 
world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and plants; 
Know some similarities and differences between 
the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Jigsaw- Piece 3 Make friends, make friends, 
never ever break friends! Part 2 I can think of 
ways to solve problems and stay friends. 
British Value- Individual liberty We all have the 
right to have our own views. We are all respected 
as individuals. We feel safe to have a go at new 
activities. We understand and celebrate the fact 
that everyone is different. 
RE- Story Time - Lesson 3: Bilal and the Beautiful 
Butterfly (A Muslim Story) 
The butterfly mentioned about all the beautiful 
things in the world. Can you think of any 
beautiful things that are around us? Pass an 
object round the circle for children to have the 
opportunity to share their ideas. Afterwards, if 
possible, play Louis Armstrong song - ‘What a 
Wonderful World’.  (Science links; life cycles) 
PE- Attack v Defence : Games For Understanding. 
Understanding rules: Playing by the rules. The 
focus of the learning is to understand why we 
need to follow the rules during a game. Pupils 
will understand why games have rules and 
understand the consequences if the rules of the 
game are not followed. 
Music; Charanga Don't You Worry 'Bout A Thing 
performed by Incognito 



Week 4 -Anna Hibiscus Song/The Proudest Blue 
Literacy- Create a story map of Handas Surprise, 
label significant parts. Introduce First, then, next, 
after…(Geography Link) 
Retelling parts of Handas Surprise using story 
map and word bank- differentiated by adult 
support and outcome. 
Little Wandle Phonics. longer words compound 
words plus tricky words; there when what one 
Maths- This week, children will focus on counting 
forwards and backwards to and from 20. Children 
will explore one more and one less than numbers 
to 20, as well as comparing numbers. During this 
unit, children will also have the opportunity to 
represent numbers within 20. 
Art- Designing a necklace with a bold pattern 
print. 
Jigsaw- Piece 4 Falling Out and Bullying Part 1 I 
am starting to understand the impact of unkind 
words. 
British Values-Individual liberty -We all have the 
right to have our own views. We are all respected 
as individuals. We feel safe to have a go at new 
activities. We understand and celebrate the fact 
that everyone is different. 
RE- Story Time - Lesson 4: The Gold-Giving 
Serpent (An Indian fairy tale) 
What SHOULD the son have done? What did he 
do wrong? Hot-seating, encourage children to 
ask the farmer, son and snake questions about 
why they behaved the way they did. Discuss 
being greedy/grateful. How should we behave? 
(links to PSED) 
Music; Charanga My Promise by Earth Wind & 
Fire 
 

 
 

Week 5-There Once is a Queen/Little 
Elizabeth/Our Queen Elizabeth 
Literacy- Creating an invite to the Queens Jubilee 
Party. Making a shopping list of food to buy and 
make for a party. 
Little Wandle Phonics. root words ending in: –
ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ /ed/ –est plus tricky words; 
out today. Term 5 assessment week. 
 Maths- This week, children will explore what is 
meant by doubling and will learn to recognise 
and represent doubles to double 5 in a range of 
contexts. 
Topic- History- Who is our Queen and what are 
we celebrating this year? Talk about the lives of 
the people around them and their roles in 
society; Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in 
class. 
Jigsaw- Piece 5 Falling Out and Bullying Part 2 I 
can use Calm Me time to manage my feelings. 
Piece 6 Being the best friends we can be. I know 
how to be a good friend 
British Values-Individual liberty -We all have the 
right to have our own views. We are all respected 
as individuals. We feel safe to have a go at new 
activities. We understand and celebrate the fact 
that everyone is different. 
RE- Story Time - Lesson 5: Best Friends (A Story 
from Asia) 
What could you do if your friend went away and 
you missed them? Share ideas together. What 
makes someone a good friend? Use ideas to 
make a class list. Do you think you are a good 
friend? Why? (Links to PSED) 
Music; Charanga Superstition by Stevie Wonder 
 
 

Characteristics of effective learning 
(These are the behaviours children 
use/demonstrate in order to learn) 

Physical Education (PE). This will be on a Friday 
afternoon. Children need shorts and tee-shirt. 
They also need an outside trainer or dap. Please 
do not send in laces unless your child can tie 
them independently. You may want to include 
something for colder weather as we will be 
aiming to do outside PE. 
Handwriting-there will be greater emphasis on 
letter formation and many children are now 
forming their letters starting in the correct 
position and correctly orientated- there are 
exceptions to the b and d which is usual. This 
term we will focus more on size of letters as 
well as descenders and ascenders. 
Group reading- each week children will read 
within a group, three times a week. The first read 
is to support decoding (sounding words out and 
blending). The second read is for Prosody 
(becoming more fluent. The third read is to help 
comprehension (understanding). Some children 
are being given a second decodable book to read 
at home if they are regular readers. There will be 
tricky words to learn at home. Please bring in 
reading folders every day. If a book is lost or 
damaged at home please can you let me know. I 
will continue to build in a Friday book choice 
again as most books have now been returned. 
Music- we are following the Summer 1 planning 
from our new Charanga Scheme- Big Bear Funk. 
WOW moments- please do send any exciting 
moments/ achievements/ learning in from home. 
There can be written evidence or picture 
evidence. We love seeing what the children are 
doing at home. 
Please remember spare clothes. These are very 
important as we go out to play in all weathers. 
Please name everything. 
 
Book bags are to be brought in daily. 
 
leisha.bergqvist@rowde.wilts.sch.uk 
Thank you 
Mrs Bq 

Playing and Exploring  
Make choices and explore different resources 

and materials. Plan and think ahead about how 
they will explore or play with objects. Guide their 

own thinking and actions by talking to 
themselves whilst playing. Make independent 

choices. Do things independently that they have 
been previously taught. Bring their own interests 

and fascination 
Active Learning  

Begins to predict sequences because they know 
routines. Begins to correct their mistakes 

themselves. Keep on trying when things are 
difficult. 

 
Creating and Thinking Critically 

Take part in a simple pretend play. Sort 
materials. Review their progress as they try to 

achieve a goal. Solve real problems. Know more 
so feel confident with coming up with their own 

ideas. 
 

 
 

As weather gets warmer, please can you include 
a sunhat as this will help shield the eyes from the 

sun. There are some fantastic hats that protect 
the back of the neck as well.  

 
I appreciate some children may ask to wear 

sunglasses , however we cannot take 
responsibility for any losses. 

 
Please apply sun cream before coming to school. 
Most creams will protect throughout the school 

day. We are unable to apply sun cream. 
Thank you 

 

This term we will be more independent in our learning and many of my observations will be about what the children can do without an adult. Please continue to support at home on a regular basis as this 
really encourages your child with confidence and a belief in what they can do. 


