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Head Teacher’s letter
Friday 27th January

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week, we have seen a lot of the children’s home learning starting to come in. I’ve tried South African food, 

seen some amazing models and artwork as well as heard some pretty cool songs and raps. As we explained before, 

the minimum is one piece from the choice grid, but more is certainly welcome and rewarded. I think our decisions to 

choose one home learning champion at the end of the term is going to be difficult! They will be celebrated in our 

celebration worship on Friday 10th of March which will be extra entertaining with our crazy hair. If you do have any 

feedback about this change to home learning, please let us know – it does still remain important that the children 

are reading daily (more on this later) and completing their weekly Professor Assessor Maths practice. 

Proposed strike action

As I explained in the letter earlier in the week, the school will be disrupted by the strike action on Wednesday 3rd

February but will be open to all year groups. It is expected that children will be at school and if they do not attend 

it will be marked as unauthorised.

Reporting

From the parent survey results, it was clear that our current schedule of parent consultations and written report in 

the summer wasn’t giving you sufficient information about how your child is doing. As a result, we are going to send 

home a new, one-page interim report in Term 4 ahead of the long end of year report in Term 6. You will receive 

these on Friday 24th March and they will show your child’s attendance, attainment and effort, as well as some 

targets to work towards for the remainder of the academic year. 

Attendance last week 95.6%

National value 93.5%
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Reading at Rowde: Reading at School

I’ve written a few times about reading at Rowde, and the importance of the 

children reading at home. Here is another brief summary, with some changes to 

reading races, to try to encourage our children to read even more! 

Reading at Rowde begins with Phonics – we use the Little Wandle scheme to 

ensure children confidently learn the alphabetic code so they can blend to read 

fluently.

From Reception to Year 2, the majority of children have grouped reading sessions 

at school using decodable books. The children read books that only have the 

sounds they have learnt in – this means they can be successful and find reading a 

positive experience. They read the same book 3 times to ensure they are fluent, 

can read with a story-telling voice and can answer questions about what they’ve 

read.

There are lots of resources to support your child with phonics at home here:

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

From Year 2 and beyond, we have daily Book Club lessons which are whole-class 

lessons where we read, share and discuss a book as a class. Each session starts 

with some teaching of vocabulary before reading and unpicking a part of the text 

together. We have spent a long time developing our book spine so we can ensure 

that all of our children, throughout their time at Rowde, read high-quality and 

engaging books together. These texts also enrich the wider curriculum and the 

children’s understanding of key themes.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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Reading at Rowde: Reading at Home

For their reading at home, children still receiving phonics support will have a phonics book or a book from 

our Collins reading scheme. They will also have a sharing story book to be enjoyed as a family. However, from 

Years 4 – 6, the majority of children will be choosing their reading books from the class or school library, with 

guidance from the class teacher. 

To encourage reading at home this year, we started the reading races. However, these do take children a long 

time to complete so we’re going to increase the incentive – children will get a house point for moving along 

and doing their 3 reads a week. It’s important that reading logs are signed and the we know what the 

children are reading at home.

You can find lots of information, including our Rowde Recommends book list, on our website: 

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/365/english

We’d also like to invite you to a Phonics and Reading information evening, straight after collection, on 

Tuesday 7th February from 3.30 – 4.30. You will learn more about reading at Rowde and be able to ask 

any questions you have. We will provide childcare if you cannot attend with your child. 

Emotional Literacy

I feel that supporting the children in understanding their emotional development and how their behaviour and actions are linked 

to how they feel, is one of the most important things we do. I’ve wanted a common language for emotions at Rowde to really 

scaffold these conversations and we’re introducing the ‘Inside Out’ characters to do this initially. They are simple, and appeal to 

all ages. From here, we can then do lots of work and learning about our emotions and actions. I thought it would be useful for you 

to know. We will watch the film together as a whole-school, but this clip is a good overview of the key characters and basic 

emotions. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEUzQ7yL9A0&t=187s

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/365/english
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEUzQ7yL9A0&t=187s
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Year 6 Heart Dissection

On Monday, Year 6 did a guided heart dissection to see all of the parts of the heart they have been learning about in 

Science. They could observe the aorta, arteries, atrium, ventricles and valves all in real life! Most of them loved it and 

even touched it themselves (with gloves – of course)!
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RAFT update

The RAFT committee and team have been busy planning and discussing 

events for the remainder of the school year. Some key dates for your 

diary, which are all on the school calendar, are:

• Friday 10th March – Spring disco

• Friday 31st March – Non-school uniform for bingo prizes

• Friday 28th April – Family bingo evening

On Sunday 25th June, there’s the Lacock fun run which many Rowde 

pupils have taken part in before. We’d really love to get lots of 

representatives from the school to all go together. If you’d like to take 

part, you will need to sign up yourself and we will just meet together 

on the day: Sunday 25th June.

You can register here: https://www.relishrunningraces.com/lacock-

half-marathon-10km.php

For the 1km run fun, it is £7.50 per child. There is no minimum age, 

but children up to 6 must be accompanied by an adult for the duration 

of the run. We’re thinking a little dress-up and a lot of fun!

https://www.relishrunningraces.com/lacock-half-marathon-10km.php
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In case you missed it…

You have only one week left to get the Lions spots weekend application forms back to the office for them to be 

collected. A really great opportunity for the children to try something new for £10 at the beginning of the Easter 

holidays: https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/devizes/

Value Champions

Congratulations to our ‘Value Champions’ this week – they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: Esmai

❖ Ash Class: Eva

❖ Maple Class: Dominic

❖ Cedar Class: Melissa

❖ Oak Class: Avaery

❖ Rascal of the week: Oskar

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/devizes/


This week in Collective Worship we discussed this news 

story making connections with the different ways we

can be influenced – I convinced the whole school that 

they’d like to drink vinegar! 

We discussed the positive and negative impact of being

influenced by others and that we need to be aware of

the influence we can have on others.
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Dear God,

Thank you for giving us the ability to have an influence on 

people around us.

Help us to realise that we influence our families, friends, 

school, neighbours and the people in our community.

Help us to use our abilities to influence people for good.

Amen.

On Tuesday, we also spoke about 

how it is necessary to use our 

influence positively and for good –

considering the things we can do sat 

Rowde.



Online Safety: Building Cyber Resilience at Home

As we all use an increasing amount of technology and 

tech at home, it’s a good time to ensure we are know

how best to deal with any cyber issues.

Now digital assistants can adjust heating, turn lights on 

and off; streaming services for shows and movies on 

demand; games consoles; smart speakers; phones; 

laptops… The list goes on!

As we introduce new gizmos into our homes, however,

we increase the level of threat from cyber criminals.

It is essential, therefore, that we learn to become more

cyber resilient in relation to the devices and digital 

services that the people in our household use.

‘Cyber resilience’ focusses on 3 main areas: reducing the 

likelihood of a cyber attack gaining access to our 

accounts, devices or data; reducing the potential impact

of a cyber incident; and making the recover from a 

cyber attack easier, should we ever fall victim to one.

Have a look at these 12 top tips for parents which may 

help.



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Tuesday 7th February: Phonics and reading parent presentation

• Friday 10th February: Non-school uniform day for the Acorn Appeal

• Monday 13th February: First day of the half term holiday

• Monday 20th February: First day of Term 4  

• Wednesday 22nd February: Year 6 to Dauntseys for Science experience

• Thursday 2nd March: World Book Day

• Friday 3rd March: Year 5 to Dauntseys for table tennis taster

• Tuesday 7th and 14th March: Year 4 to Dauntseys for photography workshop

• Friday 10th March: Crazy Hair Day for the Princess Trust

• Friday 10th March: RAFT Spring Disco

• Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March: Parent Consultation Evenings 

• Friday 24th March: Term 4 interim reports sent home

• Friday 31st March: Non-school uniform day for bingo prizes

• Monday 3rd April: First day of the Easter holidays

• Monday 17th April: First day of Term 5

• Friday 28th April: RAFT family bingo

• Sunday 25th June: Lacock fun run
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