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Friday 24th June

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has been incredibly busy! We have had an athlete and archaeologist visit, children out to 

dance and at a outdoor learning event to support transition to secondary. We love that this life is back in the 

school and things are feeling positive and exciting. 

Social Media –

I have been trying to sort out social media for the school for a long time now, as we haven’t had the log 

in details for the old accounts. I’ve had some success (with a little help from Acorn) with Twitter, and will 

continue to work on Facebook. 

For now, our new Twitter account is Rowde Church of England Primary Academy - @RowdePrimary

The use of Twitter and Facebook again will enable us to share with the community the brilliant things that are 

happening at Rowde. We will need to use photos to really make an impact and the permissions we have are a little 

hard to pull together.

As we collate and work to update things for September, for now, please use the link below to indicate if you 

consent to your child’s photo being used or not on Twitter and Facebook.

https://forms.office.com/r/A1qSya6811

https://forms.office.com/r/A1qSya6811
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Medicines –

We have had a lot of children taking medication, understandably, for hay fever and pain. According to 

our policy, we can only give the medication according to the guidance and instructions on the box. If it states 

that it can only be four doses a day, then those doses should ideally be spaced every four hours. If your child 

requires medicine, please ensure it comes via the office, and not in children’s bags, as we need consent forms 

completed too.

Reminders –
• Sports Day –

On Friday 1st July, we will have our sports day event. Parents are welcome from 12.00 but events won’t start until just 

after 13.00. You can come with blankets and a picnic for lunch, if you would like to picnic on our field. At 13.00, the 

children will briefly go back to class for registration and from this point on, they will remain under the supervision of the

class teacher and won’t be able to sit/stay with you once the races have started. RAFT are selling some ice-creams and 

refreshments for parents during the event and then to everyone afterwards so bring some. The children will be provided 

with an ice pop during the break.

• Summer fair fundraiser –

After sports day, we are going to continue the fun with an after-school event, much like the one we arranged for the 

jubilee. There will be some activities, refreshments, face painting and games all for a small charge. We are raising 

money to go towards our site.
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Play pod and lunchtimes –

For those of you who attended the parent meeting at the end of last term, you will have heard that 

I wanted to improve our play times and the quality of play at the school. For a while, the children haven’t 

had much choice in what they do at break and lunch and this is when behaviour and friendship issues arise. 

This week, and until the summer holidays, we have come off the field and the children are using the 

playground as there’s more to do here: table tennis, netball, football, the play equipment. However, from 

September, my plans are even bigger! 

I’m pleased to announce that we are going to have a Play Pod which is endorsed by the Wiltshire 

Scrap Store. It includes lots of equipment which enables the children to have more creative play. As part of 

the investment, staff who support at break and lunch work through a training programme so they have the 

knowledge and skills to ensure it’s a success. The mentors and experts from the Scrap Store train us and 

then mentor both adults and children to play creatively but safely. It is about allowing children to take risks 

and enjoy the environment whilst encouraging and supporting them to assess their own risks to make 

sensible choices.

You can read more about it at the link below, and there will be a parent information session on 

Friday 16th September at 14.45, with the option to see the pod in action afterschool. We aim to launch on 

Monday 5th September with an assembly from the play lead, but I’m confident it will transform break and 

lunch times at Rowde. https://www.wiltshirescrapstore.org.uk/playpods/?v=79cba1185463

https://www.wiltshirescrapstore.org.uk/playpods/?v=79cba1185463
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KS1 dance festival –

We were SO proud of our four dancers who 

represented our school brilliantly from Ash class 

yesterday. They were so enthusiastic, 

determined and respectful whilst showing so 

much courage… All of our Rowde values!

A message from Mrs Alford:

Yesterday our fantastic dancers from Year 2 

participated and performed at the West 

Wiltshire Schools Partnership KS1 dance festival 

at The Forum in Bath. The overall theme was 

children's books and we chose The Highway Rat, 

with the children to using their swords and 

swashbuckling skills to tell the story. They 

made great school ambassadors, representing 

Rowde and showed incredible bravery to get up 

on such a huge stage in front of hundreds of 

people!
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Jack Rutter Athlete visit –

On Monday, we had the visit from the Sports for Schools GB 

Athlete. Although Laura Deas couldn’t make it due to sickness, Jack 

Rutter – his story, advice and talent – was truly inspirational. The whole 

school did themselves proud in the challenging fitness circuit and we’re 

over-the-moon with amount that some children got sponsored. Not only 

does this make these events possible, but it will also ensure that we 

have more funding for sports equipment for the school. 

Jack’s story was amazing; he was on track for a Premier League 

football career before a brain injury put an end to that. After some 

intensive recovery, getting back into the sport, he regained his 

confidence and then played for the England Paralympic team and Jack 

currently has 14 England caps to his name – nine of them as captain –

and represented his country in the European Championships in Portugal, 

as well as the Cerebral Palsy World Championships, where the side 

finished fifth. The whole school were mesmerized during his assembly 

where he shared his story and the importance of both determination and 

optimism when you find something that you really love. 
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Jack Rutter Athlete visit –
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On Wednesday, we were fortunate to have Julian Richards visit – he 

is an archaeologist and has worked on TV as well as writing numerous books 

about his field… Including the English Heritage Stonehenge guidebook! He 

started the day with an assembly about what being an archaeologist is – he 

then worked with Reception and their Y6 buddies about the world from the 

dinosaurs to the early humans (connecting with the Year 6 unit on 

Evolution). For the remainder of the day, Year 3 and 4 both did an indoor dig 

to look at clues from the past and what it tells us about people who lived at 

the time. As Year 3 and 4 learn a lot of ancient history, this was a brilliant 

consolidation of their learning. Julian is now looking forward to being the 

Year 3 tour guide for their trip to Stonehenge on Friday 15th July.
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Julian Richards (archaeologist) visit –

Henry - We learnt lots of new 

things like when wood goes on 

chalk, it makes a stain in the 

ground. 

Emily - We got to peel off 

layers of pretend grass and 

then we found clues to what 

was underneath the ground. We 

then peeled off the mud to see 

a chalk layer where we 

discovered a house. 

Alice - It was a really 

interesting experience to 

learn about a real-life 

archaeologist.
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School photographs

Final call for school photograph orders which need to be placed by Monday 27th June at 12.00, you can either order online or 

by completing the order form on the back of the envelope provided, and returning to the school office with full payment 

enclosed.

Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ from last Friday 17th June:

❖ Birch Class: Avellana

❖ Ash Class: Indie

❖ Poplar Class: Dominic

❖ Maple Class: Tommy

❖ Cedar Class: Bertie

❖ Oak Class: Jacob

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher
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We are respectful We are lovingWe are Optimistic

Today we were introduced to “Lady Justice”. Lady Justice 

holds scales to represent the impartiality of the court's 

decisions and a sword as a symbol of the power of 

justice.

The words learn and seek in 

our words of wisdom 

suggests that we need to 

learn all that we can about 

a situation and then seek a 

wise decision.

Right v wrong

Fair v unfair

Equal v inequality

How is Justice linked to Wisdom?

After listening to a news report about a 

dispute between conservationists and a 

village community who relied on chopping 

trees down, we reflected on who might be 

right.  The children were inspirational in 

their thoughts and seeing an argument 

from both sides.

Monday’s 

Worship

We are Wise
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Mary and Martha were entertaining Jesus at their house. Martha was very busy serving Jesus, preparing the 

meal, cleaning, etc. Mary was sitting at Jesus' feet, listening to Jesus teach. We don't know if Jesus was just 

teaching Mary, or whether others were there.                                                        

But Martha became cross at Mary that she wasn't helping out, getting more and more frustrated that she was 

doing all this work herself while her sister Mary was just sitting down in the living room with Jesus. Martha 

finally snapped: "Lord, my sister has left me to do the work by myself. Don’t you care? Tell her to help me!" 

(Luke 10:40).

But Jesus had a very important lesson for Martha. He told her that Mary had a choice. She could have gotten 

very busy with all the serving, preparing, and cleaning - just like Martha. Or she could have chosen to spend 

time with Jesus and learn from him. Jesus told Marth

a that Mary had made a good choice.

Making connections to our

British Values

How much is enough?

We listened to a story about the Foolish 

Man.

’So don’t be fooled,” Jesus said to the 

crowd. ‘In the end, it’s not about the 

amount of stuff you own. It’s about loving 

each other and doing all the things that 

God says make for a rich and beautiful life.’

Individual liberty

• Children’s and human’s rights

• Understanding freedom of 

thought and actions, with 

recognition and understanding of 

responsibility.
We were encouraged to share our ideas about 

whether being rich meant that you are 

happier than others and made links to 

Justice.and trying to make sure that things 

were fairer for everyone.
Tuesday’s worship

‘Success isn’t about how much money you 

make; it’s about the difference you make in 

people’s lives.’ (Michelle Obama, lawyer and 

former First Lady of the United States)



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Saturday 25th June: RAFT Rowde Academy garden clear up

• Friday 1st July: Sports day (parents welcome from lunchtime)

Afterschool Summer Fair Fundraiser from 15.30 – 17.00

• Tuesday 5th – Friday 8th July: Year 6 residential

• Friday 15th July: Year 3 trip to Stonehenge

• Friday 15th July: Whole-school RAFT disco 16.30 – 18.00

Year 6 leavers party 18.00 – 19.00 

• Tuesday 19th July: Year 6 leavers performance (afternoon and evening start times to be 

confirmed)

• Thursday 21st July at 13.30: Year 6 leavers service in the Church

• Friday 22nd July at 14.45: End of year celebration Collective Worship – parents welcome

Friday 22nd July: Last day of the summer term
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RAFT

We have our garden clear up happening 

tomorrow, if you have any spare time and could 

come a long just for an hour or so, that would 

be brilliant.

On Friday 15th July, there will be a whole-

school disco from 16.30 – 18.00. More details 

about tickets and pricing will be out as soon as 

possible.
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