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Head Teacher’s letter
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Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope that you had a lovely half term – a week always seems to disappear in the blink of an eye! Over the first few 

days, the children have settled back into the classroom and have started their new topics and, therefore, their new class texts in 

Book Club. I’m sure, as they come home this evening, they’ll be exhausted as it is always an adjustment settling back into routine. 

However, they have so much great learning to look forward to as they delve into their topics below –

Birch class (Reception and Year 1) - The Toy Shop and ‘Supertato and Traction Man’ by Mini Grey

Ash class (Year 2 and 3) – The Mayans and ‘The Chocolate Tree: A Mayan Folktale’ by Linda Lowery

Maple class (Year 4) – The Romans and ‘The Thieves of Ostia’ by Caroline Lawrence

Cedar class (Year 5) – Natural Disasters and ‘Floodlands’ by Marcus Sedgwick

Oak class (Year 6) – Evolution and ‘Skellig’ by David Almond

Prime energy drink

To begin with, lots of children were using Prime bottles for their water, which wasn’t an issue. However, we now have children 

feeling really rubbish if they don’t have a Prime bottle and some children bringing in actual Prime (although I think it’s only 

flavoured coconut water anyway)! As of Monday, we’re going to be a Prime-free zone and will ask children not to bring in the 

bottles, just so we can prevent the comparison and feelings of inadequacy for those who don’t have them.

Strike Action and Parent Consultation Evenings

As I explained earlier in the week, school will remain open next Thursday 2nd March in spite of further strike action (it’s World Book 

Day)! The final two strike dates we have at the moment are Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th March. Due to disruption on these 

dates, we’ve therefore had to postpone our Parent Consultation Evenings for Reception to Year 5 until Wednesday 22nd and 

Thursday 23rd March. Hopefully, this won’t cause you inconvenience and we’ll get sign-up sheets to you as soon as possible. For Year 

6, we have decided to bring this much earlier to next week, just because we want to ensure there’s time to make impact on their 

progress and end of KS2 SATs results.

Attendance last week 96.5%

National value 94.5%



Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter
Friday 24th February

World Book Day

World Book Day is next Thursday 2nd March. As a school, we are going to explore 

one picture book together: Bloom by Anne Booth. A story about the power of our 

words, hope and kindness. Each class will also do a range of different activities 

to celebrate reading, books and the children’s favourite stories – each class will 

create a collaborative class book which you will be able to purchase, too… From 

a real publisher! 

The children can dress up as one of their favourite book characters or as 

something connected to a book. As always, we appreciate the home-made and 

wacky over anything else! It would be great if they could also bring in one of 

their favourite books to share. Afterschool, in the hall, we’re going to have a 

book swap. If the children bring in a book they no longer need in the morning, 

we will then collect them and lay them all out (with some added extras we have 

here) for them then to all take home a different book at the end of the day!

Although it wasn’t possible to book for World Book Day, we do have the 

Scholastic Travelling Book Fair at school from Wednesday 15th March – Friday 16th

March, which will be available in the hall before and after school. The £1 book 

tokens sent home today can be redeemed at this event, too.
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Year 6 Science Investigation

On Wednesday, Year 6 went to Dauntseys for a Science experiment and had great fun burning different 

substances to see how the colour of the flame changed and why! 



Ash Class India Outcomes 

Ash class really loved learning 

about India last term – they 

enjoyed reading Tiger Boy 

and learning all about India’s 

geography and culture. Some 

of the outcomes of the unit 

are now on display in our 

corridors and it looks magical!

This term, the class are 

learning about the Mayans 

and will be doing some 

weaving in Design and 

Technology. If you have any 

spare wool at home, or 

anything else which may be 

useful, please bring it in or 

get in touch with Mrs Alford: 
helen.alford@rowde.wilts.sch.uk
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Fuel holiday camp and financial concerns 

We know that everyone is really feeling the pinch at the moment – with the cost of 

living and everything increasing at a rate far above wages. Please get in touch if you 

are struggling with anything and we can help in anyway (uniform, PSA support).

FUEL is a free holiday activity and food project that offers children the opportunity to 

take part in a range of fun activities during school holiday periods in 2023. 

You can find more information here: https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure/fuel-

programme

The application form for the Easter camps can be found here: 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/Easter-FUEL-core-camp-2023-application-form

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure/fuel-programme
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/Easter-FUEL-core-camp-2023-application-form
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RAFT Spring Disco

As you know, the next disco is Friday 10th March from 16.30 

– 18.00: you can see further details on the poster.

Tickets are available to buy now – please complete the 

consent form and transfer the £4.00 to the RAFT account. 

30 - 92 - 63 (sort code) 

03025749 (account number)

https://forms.office.com/e/xGfEQm0LUP

https://forms.office.com/e/xGfEQm0LUP
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In case you missed it…

Please keep up to date with all upcoming events through our calendar on the school’s website.

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/27/calendar

Value Champions

Congratulations to our ‘Value Champions’ this week – they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: Theo

❖ Ash Class: Brandon

❖ Maple Class: Kenzie

❖ Cedar Class: Ruby

❖ Oak Class: Jackson

❖ Rascal of the week: Avellana

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/27/calendar


Although it happened a couple of weeks ago now, we

spent worship this week reflecting on the tragic events

in Turkey and Syria. We discussed the devastation there

and the international effort which has been necessary 

to rescue and provide aid for those in need. We reflected

on the situation and how fortunate we are to be safe

and at the beginning of a new term with new 

opportunities.
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“Jehovah a is close to the brokenhearted; he 

saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

(Psalm 34:18)



Online Safety: TikTok

Even though the age restriction is 

12+, we have a huge number of 

children who are frequently on and 

using TikTok. A recent report by 

Ofcom highlighted that over half of 

3-17-year-olds are using TikTok

regularly.

If it is not closely monitored, it is 

dangerous and exposes the children 

to age-inappropriate content. The 

platform uses algorithms to show 

users different video content based 

on their interests and other videos 

they watch. Sometimes platforms 

also test out different types of 

content with similar themes to see 

how we interact, so it knows what to 

show us in the future.
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Online Safety: TikTok

Many of our children talk 

frequently about only spending 

their evenings and weekends on 

devices. Whilst we know this is 

becoming more of the ‘norm’, it 

is concerning and we see the 

direct impact on their capacity 

to learn – particularly on a 

Monday morning!

There is a brilliant parent guide 

on the NSPCC website here:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepi

ng-children-safe/online-

safety/online-safety-blog/child-

safe-settings-tiktok/
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/child-safe-settings-tiktok/


Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Wednesday 22nd February: Year 6 Parent Consultations

• Thursday 2nd March: World Book Day and book swap afterschool in hall

• Friday 3rd March: Year 5 to Dauntseys for table tennis taster

• Tuesday 7th and 14th March: Year 4 to Dauntseys for photography workshop

• Thursday 9th March: Parent coffee morning @ 9.00

• Friday 10th March: Crazy Hair Day for the Princess Trust

• Friday 10th March: RAFT Spring Disco

• Wednesday 15th – Friday 17th March: Scholastic Book Fair

• Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd March: Parent Consultation Evenings 

• Friday 24th March: Term 4 interim reports sent home

• Friday 31st March: Non-school uniform day for bingo prizes

• Monday 3rd April: First day of the Easter holidays

• Monday 17th April: First day of Term 5

• Friday 28th April: RAFT family bingo
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From March 2024 the children’s centre services offer will 

change from 0-5 to Family Hubs 0-19 (25 if child has 

SEND) delivering Family Help and incorporating Best 

Start for Life.

Wiltshire Council would like to know how parents think 

this support should be delivered.

If you’d like to take part, please click the link to the 

survey here:

https://survey.wiltshire.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=16

7422754798&utm_source=Early+Years+Providers&utm_ca

mpaign=4d8b293e0f-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_09_23_09_20_COPY_01&utm_me

dium=email&utm_term=0_78bd099220-4d8b293e0f-

88974144

https://survey.wiltshire.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=167422754798&utm_source=Early+Years+Providers&utm_campaign=4d8b293e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_09_23_09_20_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_78bd099220-4d8b293e0f-88974144









