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Dear Parents and Carers,

Can we all believe that we’re still in September? As I explained 

last week, it is a month of adjustment and now we’re starting to 

have the usual rise in sniffles and colds that tend to take hold at 

this time of year!

Thank you for your support with the children’s home learning –

we really hope that incentivising reading will support you at 

home as we know it is the most important use of your time. I’ve 

shared this infographic before, but I think it really reiterates this 

message.

Attendance

We know for our children to get the best out of school, they need 

to be here to learn! The recognised standard for attendance by 

the Government is 95%, and they can take legal action if it falls 

below 90% - our school target is 96%. In our first week of term, 

we had an amazing 98.8%! However, last week, we were down to 

95.1%. There are always moments when we’re hit with lots of 

illness and there are reasons for a this, but I will report it weekly 

and hope that the children want to be at our school to make the 

most of their lessons, learning and play time!
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House Captains -

After announcing our senior students last week (head boy, head girl etc), we are now pleased to share our 

house captains! These Year 6s will work closely with children across the school, as well as lead and plan house 

events across the year. Some of the houses have already chosen the charities they’d like to support, but those 

that haven’t will do so next week and then we’ll plan our first fundraisers! 

Green - Ethan and Meghan

Blue - George and Layla W

Yellow - Mitchell and Elsie

Red - Phoenix and Grace

For the other children in Year 6, and across the school, we are 

also going to have a group of community ambassadors to share

their voice and help out. We are starting our community lunches, 

once a term, when members from the village are able to come 

and eat with them.

School Photos

Please note that we have booked the children’s individual photos for Tuesday 4th October. We will send a 

reminder nearer the time, but another date for the diary.
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Harvest Festival –

As you may have noticed from the calendar, we are going to do a small service in the Church on Tuesday 18th

October at 14.00 for Harvest. We would love to receive donations for Devizes foodbank, so tins and food that 

keeps would be perfect. Each class will share a small performance, we will sing some songs together and spend 

some time being thankful for what we have at what is a challenging time for us all.

Birch and Ash Class Nativity –

We are really excited that we can do a Christmas performance for Reception – Year 3 this year. We are only 

able to do one performance and, given the age of some of the children, we have decided to make this 16.30. 

We will keep the children afterschool, give them a snack and get them ready for the performance so we don’t 

have any miss out. As with all of these things, it is difficult to please everyone and fit into everyone’s schedule, 

but we’re hoping with enough notice and making it as late as we feel is appropriate it will suit most. 

Dauntseys’ outreach work –

We have been give quite strict guidance on limiting costs for our families due to the cost of living and strain 

that families are under. This will impact the trips and visits we do, as the cost of a coach is incredibly high 

(especially shared between from of the smaller classes). We will still ensure that classes get opportunities for 

trips and visits, as well as whole-school events like panto. One way we can do this without cost, is through 

Dauntsey’s outreach work and we have already got Ash class going for a woodland adventure and Cedar class 

for a photography workshop. We will ensure that all classes have these opportunities over the year and we’re 

very grateful that these come at no cost. 
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PlayPod -

I wanted to share some of my favourite photos from lunchtimes at Rowde in the last three weeks!
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Last Friday, the children 

succeeded in making a ‘train’ of 

12 crates long (a PlayPod record) 

pulling children along on the 

playground.

Over 40 children involved, across 

all classes and year groups.

The collaboration, problem-

solving, love and kindness shown 

was really very special!

We are continuing with having 

time for ball games at 

breaktime, but, a lunch time, we 

are a no football zone so they 

can work together and play 

creatively with each other. 
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In case you missed it…

Please click on the link below, to access our digital calendar and add the events to your personal calendar and/or subscribe to 

have updates. I will continue to add to this as more dates (trips, visits etc.) are finalised.

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/27/calendar

Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ from last Friday 9th September – they all very much enjoyed

their hot chocolate yesterday!

❖ Birch Class: Poppy and George

❖ Ash Class: Taylor

❖ Maple Class: Emily

❖ Cedar Class: Amanda

❖ Oak Class: Jackson

❖ Rascal of the week: Sophie

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/27/calendar
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Acrostic Poem

Thankfulness is…

Thinking of good things

Happy memories

All creation praising God

Not taking anything for granted

Keeping focused on the positive

Feeling blessed

Understanding the sacrifices people 

make for us

Living joyfully

Not complaining

Expressing gratitude to God

Saying thank you to those who help us

Showing gratefulness by our deeds

This week in Tuesday’s Worship we focused on: 

Thankfulness

Praising God in Creation

The Bible tells us that when St Paul wrote letters to 

his friends, he often began by thanking God for 

them and all that they meant to him.

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my 

God” Philippians 1.3

We thought that all of our values should be included this week.

Dear Father God,

Thank you for our school family.

Thank you for everyone who is part of our school.

Help us to learn, share and play together,

Help us to care for other people,

Help us to look after your world,

Help us to love one another,

Just as you love all of us.

Amen



Guitar Tuition
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RAFT



Online Safety

WhatsApp

Many of our children use WhatsApp – as well as other messaging apps –

to chat to each other outside of school. Firstly, the minimum age is 

actually 16, but we appreciate that if used safely, and monitored, it 

can be a closed and convenient way for the children to connect.

Nevertheless, it is important to know how WhatsApp can monitor 

location and give people other information, like when a message has 

been seen.

There’s too much for me to summarise here, but the website link 

below has some brilliant and clear ideas about how to ensure your 

child is safe using this extremely popular app. It would be useful, 

particularly for our older pupils, to know how to block or delete a 

user and report spam.

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/whatsapp-safety-a-how-

to-guide-for-parents/
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https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/whatsapp-safety-a-how-to-guide-for-parents/


Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Wednesday 28th September: RAFT Annual General Meeting (AGM) at 18.00

• Tuesday 4th October: School individual photos

• Tuesday 11th October: Year 5 Art and Photography workshop at Dauntseys

• Friday 14th October: Non-school uniform day for the Acorn Appeal

• Tuesday 18th October: Harvest celebration at Church 14.00

• Wednesday 19th October: INSET day and first day of the October half term

• Monday 31st October: First day back after October half term

• Friday 18th November: Ash class woodland adventure at Dauntseys

• Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th November: Parent Consultation Evenings 15.30 – 18.30

• Tuesday 6th December: Year R – Y3 Nativity at 16.30

• Friday 9th December: Whole-School visit to Panto – Beauty and the Beast

• Thursday 15th December: Christingle celebration
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