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It has been another busy week at Rowde and it’s shocking to think we’re already 

half-way through this half term! On Tuesday, we were lucky to have a Maths teacher visit from 

the Mobius Maths Hub – a group of expert Maths specialists. She taught a model lesson to our 

Year 3s and we used it as an opportunity to reflect on all the great things that we’re doing, as 

well as looking at ways that we can make our Maths lessons even better. As myself and Mrs

Morris discussed this with her, and her parting words were, ‘I love coming to Rowde, your 

children are so respectful and enthusiastic.’ The work we’ve done on our Rowde values and 

the positive approach to behaviour is really having a huge impact on our children and, as a 

result, their learning. 

Proposed strike action

As you’re most likely aware, there is a lot in the media about the proposed strike 

action from the teachers union. Rest-assured that there will be some official communication 

from the Trust on this on Monday as, at the moment, everyone wants to make sure we know 

all the details – rights and responsibilities - from a legal perspective.

Reception playground

We are continuing to make improvements to the Reception playground, and school 

site more widely, and we are really pleased that the new canopy is completed to replace the 

old wooden structure. It has given the class a much larger space under cover and the rainbow-

coloured roof really lifts the whole area – it’s been quite lovely with the winter sunshine! 

Thank you for your patience as the work was completed.

Attendance last week 97.0%

National value 93.4%
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Year 5 trip to the Winchester Science Centre

Our inquisitive Year 5s had a blast at the Winchester 

Science Centre and Planetarium yesterday.

They began their journey through Science with a 

methane rocket experiment, where they decorated a 

handmade rocket, considering aero-dynamics for 

maximum speed. Once ignited, they zoomed off along a 

track with a loud bang! 

The Science Centre was full of interactive games and 

exhibitions linked to the senses and Space to enrich their 

learning of their Space Race topic. The children sat back 

and enjoyed a journey through space in the planetarium, 

including travelling outside our milky way, getting a 

taster of the James Webb Space telescope's deep space 

exploration. 

An incredible educational experience for all with lots of 

connections and opportunities to reflect back at school –

in Book Club with the Jamie Drake Equation, in Science 

with Space and in History with the Space Race!
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Fire Service Visit

Last Friday, we had an amazing afternoon learning about the fire service, the fire engine and having a whole lot of fun with 

the hoses! It was a really magical moment to share as a whole school and I think the photos really show how much fun was 

had.
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In case you missed it…

If your child has not yet received the flu vaccination and you would like them to be vaccinated, please use the link 

below to book into a community clinic in your area.

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/bookbanes

Value Champions

Congratulations to our ‘Value Champions’ this week – they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: George T

❖ Ash Class: Neyn

❖ Maple Class: Lili

❖ Cedar Class: Freya

❖ Oak Class: Reuben 

❖ Rascal of the week: Harriet 

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/bookbanes


This week in Collective Worship we discussed this news 

story making connections with reducing, reusing and 

recycling our waste considering how we often throw 

away things that can be repaired. 

We discussed the positive impact this can have on the 

environment but also for people and families who are 

struggling financially. 
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Dear God,

Thank you that you have given us friends.

Please help us to be good friends.

Please help us to sort out arguments quickly

restoring our friendships.

And to always look for good in other people.

Amen

On Tuesday, we also spoke about how it is necessary to 

repair and fix friendships, too. We compared friends in 

our class like a paperchain and what we can do to 

mend those times this may be broken. 



Online Safety: Roblox

Roblox is an online game creator system where the majority of the 

content is created by “amateur” game creators in Roblox studio. These 

game makers are able to create and publish games to the community 

using simple tools. And that means they can try ideas that wouldn’t get 

funded for a commercial release.

These games can then be played by children worldwide, often online 

together, through a phone or tablet application or a web browser.

Games like Prison Escape, Work in a Pizza Place, Shark Attack or Disaster 

Survival offer a playful way to experience adult-like scenarios in quick 

competitive rounds played socially.

Roblox games reflect the sort of imaginative play you often find in the 

playground. One child has an idea about a game to play, others join him 

or her and the rules slowly change as the group decides how to have fun 

together. Creators can quickly update and adjust their games with 

Roblox studio to match the demands of the huge playing community.

This ever-changing and expanding library of games is a big part of why so 

many are playing Roblox. Combine this with the millions of other players 

to compete against in challenges and you have the perfect recipe for 

children to enjoy.

As with any online game, there are some dangers to be aware of, 

though, so please take a look at this guide.



Lions’ Sports Coaching Weekend

Please be reminded of the exciting opportunities at the Lions 

Sports Coaching weekend which is the first weekend of the 

Easter holidays.

The children should have come home with an application form 

this week, if they are interested in trying any of the sports and 

activities available.

The Lions ask for a standard contribution of £10 and 

parents/carers can either return their application form with cash 

in a sealed envelope to us or they can pay using TicketSource and 

either return the printed copy to schools or email the form 

directly to Devizes Lions.  The deadline for both is the 8th 

February.

On the 9th or 10th February envelopes will be collected from us 

and, by the 15th March, the Lions will notify participants of the 

activity offered to them. 

We have some additional application forms at with Laura in the 

office. 



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Friday 10th February: Non-school uniform day for the Acorn Appeal

• Monday 13th February: First day of the half term holiday

• Monday 20th February: First day of Term 4  

• Wednesday 22nd February: Year 6 to Dauntseys for Science experience

• Thursday 2nd March: World Book Day

• Friday 3rd March: Year 5 to Dauntseys for table tennis taster

• Tuesday 7th and 14th March: Year 4 to Dauntseys for photography workshop

• Friday 10th March: Crazy Hair Day for the Princess Trust

• Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March: Parent Consultation Evenings 

• Monday 3rd April: First day of the Easter holidays

• Monday 17th April: First day of Term 5
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