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Friday 17th March
Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has had some real moments of celebration… Our attendance was the highest in the Trust and our Year 1 phonic 

screening check results, and their writing, are also at the top! These moments are when we can really feel the impact of the 

changes we’ve made, the curriculum in place and how far the pupils at Rowde will go, now we’re through the challenges of Covid 

lockdowns and the strong foundations are there in the curriculum and quality of teaching. I’m so proud of all the children and staff 

who work so hard to make learning engaging, but also ensure it ‘sticks’; our children are certainly beginning to learn and 

remember more. We really appreciate you staying with us and supporting the changes and improvements– we are a small team but 

all with the shared drive and motivation to do the best we can for our children. A key part of that is being a united front with

parents and school working together and giving the same messages, so get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.

Safeguarding

Above all else, the most important thing we do at Rowde is to keep the children safe – from the site, to online safety, to our 

children’s mental health. We try to know our children and you – our families – really well so we can notice and communicate any 

concerns we have. It is important for you to know that if you do have any concerns about a child/ren or family, I am the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead and so you can report anything to me. In my absence, both Mrs Morris and Mrs Bq are Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Leads and so you can also talk to them. It is important, if you have concerns – however small – that you report them 

to us.

Playground improvements

We are really excited to be replacing the boat on the playground in a couple of weeks. Unfortunately, it has got to the point where 

it is beyond repair and so we’re replacing it with a ‘imagination station’ which will look great and provide the children with an area 

to engage in similar play. With some of RAFT’s fundraising, we’re also going to replace the climbing wall with some bars. It will 

mean some of the playground will be cornered off for the week before Easter, but it is very exciting and shows our, and Acorn’s,

dedication to continuing improvements of the school site (the MUGA and pool have not been forgotten- I’ll keep you posted)!

Attendance last week 97.8%

National value 93.7%
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Year 4 at Dauntseys

Over the last two weeks, our Year 4 class have visited Dauntseys (in two groups) to use their amazing art studio 

and photography facilities… Including their dark room! As always, they represented the school really well and 

loved learning news skills. Below, you can see some of the beautiful work they created.
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Ordering Lunches
Below is the menu for Lataca lunches for Term 5 and 6 – as I’ve said before, please make sure you order ahead of time. There 
are at least 15 children on a daily basis who haven’t ordered. We’re so lucky that Nicky always does (and has) extras but 
please do order so your child gets what they like. If they don’t like the main option, there’s always a jacket potatoe or a cold 
packed-lunch style option. 
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Year 1 sculptures 

In Birch class, the children have been doing an Art unit based on sculpture and have learnt a lot about Joan 

Miro – using his artwork as inspiration for their own. We are so proud of their final designs and can really see 

elements of his style in their pieces of art.
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In case you missed it…

There’s still time and opportunity to order the children’s published World Book Day books. If you go to the link below, 

and enter the school and class details, then the ordered books will be delivered directly to school and we’ll distribute 

from there. https://potatoprint.co.uk/pages/school-creative-calendar

Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ this week – they’ll all enjoy a  hot chocolate with me on Monday!

❖ Birch Class: Alfie and Joshua

❖ Ash Class: Ashton

❖ Maple Class:  Lila

❖ Cedar Class: Freddy

❖ Oak Class: Ryan

❖ Rascal of the week: Layla W

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://potatoprint.co.uk/pages/school-creative-calendar
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This week, we used this news story to reflect on how times 

changed and things in society have to change to reflect 

this. We spoke a lot about the British value of ‘The Rule of 

Law’ as not only does our society change, but so do our 

laws to reflect these advances.

We also discussed some of the things that haven’t really 

changed much over time and why this might be. We 

connected the lessons we can still learn from the Parables 

of Jesus…

We shared the message of the Good Samaritan 

and how we should always ‘cross the road’ to 

help those in need. Of course, an important 

parable for us at Rowde is the parable of the 

Mustard seed as this forms the basis of our 

vision: Learn – Grow – Love.



Online Safety: Omegle

This week, alarmingly, some children at Rowde have been 

discussing and experimenting with Omegle. Omegle is a 

worrying website that pairs random strangers for live text 

or video chats. Its slogan is literally, ‘Talk to strangers’ and 

you don’t need to sign up or log in to use it – anyone can go 

to the site and choose text or video chat. 

It has been frequently linked with explicit and 

inappropriate online content, as well as the risk of 

exploitation and grooming. 

I hadn’t heard of it before but events and concerns this 

week highlight again the importance of close checking and 

monitoring of the children’s activity online – for their own 

safety and mental health!

https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/what-is-omegle-key-

things-parents-and-carers-need-to-know
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Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Monday 20th March: Scholastic Book Fair

• Friday 17th March: Mother’s Day Open the Book @ 14.45

• Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd March: Parent Consultation Evenings

• Friday 24th March: Term 4 interim reports sent home

• Friday 31st March: Non-school uniform day for bingo prizes

• Monday 3rd April: First day of the Easter holidays

• Monday 17th April: First day of Term 5

• Friday 28th April: RAFT family bingo

• Sunday 7th May: King’s Coronation Fete @ Rowde Village Green
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