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Dear Parents and Carers,

At the end of the second week, we are very proud of the start the children have had. Their work is beautifully presented, their 

behaviour positive and they’ve really thrown themselves into their learning. I’m sure they are exhausted, however, and I know –

for many of you – you are seeing the impacts of that exhaustion in a range of ways at home. After the summer holidays, getting 

back into routine, it will take time for this readjustment especially for those children who have had more significant transition 

(e.g. new class mates, new teacher, change of routine). 

Appointment of Head Boy and Head Girl

We are very proud of the Year 6s who put themselves forward for

Head Boy and Head Girl roles this year. They submitted detailed 

applications and we then interviewed them individually to discuss 

their reasons for wanting to the role, the changes they might like to 

make and how they would ensure all pupil voices are heard. We are 

also going to have House Captains from Year 6, which will be elected 

next week, and some community ambassadors from across the school 

(run more like a school council). We are happy to announce the 

following:

Head Girl: Aavery Barnet

Head Boy: Zachary Fleming 

Deputy Head Girl: Leila Robinson

Deputy Head Boy: Jackson Griffin

Community Ambassador Leader: Bertie Taylor
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Work of the week!

For those of you who were able to come to the parent information evenings this week, you will know that we are really 

trying to encourage the children to take pride in their work and improve their overall presentation – including a new 

handwriting scheme and explicit teaching. Have a look at some of the amazing work that has already been done. 

We are so proud!
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Swimming at Rowde

This year, we are going to start swimming at Dauntseys pool on a Friday morning. We have a new curriculum and resources for 

children to progress through 6 key skills. To begin, Year 6 will go for a number of weeks to assess where they are and put the 

necessary support in place having missed so many years. We will then go to Year 5 and 4, potentially moving to younger classes if 

we still are able to use the pool and fund it. We are thrilled to secure such a strong offer for this area of the curriculum this 

year, but we’ll keep you posted.

School calendar

I have been trying to develop a more digital calendar for parents to access, so it isn’t only the list on the final slide of the

newsletter! This is still developing, but if you click on the link below, you should be able to add the events listed to your

personal calendar and/or subscribe to have updates. I will continue to add to this as more dates (trips, visits etc.) are finalised.

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/27/calendar

Meeting with teachers

We are very aware that things come up and you would like to discuss these with class teachers. We do operate an open-door 

policy and are happy to meet with you regarding any issues. However, please try your best to message the class teacher 

beforehand and make an appointment. It is sometimes very difficult to talk at length at the door, when the rest of the class are

in and need supervision, and potentially having an emotional conversation before the school day when I want to ensure that 

teachers are ready and focussed on their day of teaching.

School uniform

We are really impressed with the children’s uniform the last couple of weeks – they look really smart! However, please be 

reminded that if you cannot source/have the Rowde logo sweatshirt, a plain navy blue jumper is fine. If you have issues sourcing 

or buying uniform, please let us know.

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/27/calendar
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Jewellery and hair!

Please be reminded that the children shouldn’t be wearing rings or necklaces at school as they are a risk of injury and 

also of being lost or damaged. We have also noticed lots of the children were more experimental with their hair 

styles/colour over the summer, which is fine during the holidays, but please consider this now we are back in term 

time.

Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ from last Friday 9th September – they all very much enjoyed their 

hot chocolate on Monday!

❖ Birch Class: Sophie and Mason 

❖ Ash Class: Ruben

❖ Maple Class: Oskar

❖ Cedar Class: Charlie

❖ Oak Class: Lacey

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher



Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter
Friday 15th September

Dear God,

Thank you for the life of the Queen,

For her love and service,

Help us to love and serve too,

Amen

In worship this week, we 

have spent some time 

reflecting on the Queen’s 

service and leadership.

We learnt about her life 

and the choices she made 

for our country.

Having some time to 

reflect, Neyn then went 

home and drew this 

amazing picture of her 

which we have added to 

our commemorative area.
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We shared this book about the Queen’s life and how her faith influenced 

and impacted her leadership and service.

These quotes are from her Christmas 

speeches where she referenced her 

faith.

We used this to discuss and 

explore how our faith and 

beliefs are part of our World 

view and they impact how we 

live our lives and the daily 

decisions we make.



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Meet the Parent evenings next week, please see separate times

• Friday 16th September: Play Pod Parent demonstration and opening

• Friday 16th September: First home learning set

• Tuesday 18th October: Harvest celebration at Church 14.00

• Wednesday 28th October: RAFT Annual General Meeting (AGM) at 18.00

• Friday 14th October: Non-school uniform day for the Acorn Appeal

• Wednesday 19th October: INSET day and first day of the October half term

• Monday 31st October: First day back after October half term

• Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th  : Parent Consultation Evenings 15.30 – 18.30

• Tuesday 6th December: Year R – Y3 Nativity at 14.00

• Friday 9th December: Whole-School visit to Panto – Beauty and the Beast

• Thursday 15th December: Christingle celebration
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Online Safety

Useful websites –

Developed by the children’s internet charity Childnet International 

and has excellent information on many of the technologies used by 

children, with guidance on how to ‘stay safe’ online.

http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/

The Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) Centre 

educational website specifically for children, young people, teachers, 

parents and carers.

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

http://www.parentsprotect.co.uk/internet_safety.htm

Childnet International produce an online CD guide specifically for 

parents – KnowITAll

http://www.childnet-int.org/kia/

http://childnet-int.org/safety/parents.aspx

A website about the potential dangers with interactive services online 

like chat, IM, online games, email and on mobiles.

http://www.chatdanger.com
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