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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a brilliant first full week back, in spite of the awful weather! The children have thrown 

themselves into their learning and are enjoying their new topics and opportunities. As I wander the corridors, I’m so 

proud of the children for their approach to their learning and feel very fortunate to have such a talented team of 

teachers. When I’m asked by visitors what a strength of our school is, I really feel it is the family feel and the way 

our values drive our policies and procedures. As a team, we are constantly striving to improve and, at the moment, 

I’m working with Mr Heard (headteacher at Wansdyke School) about how we can change our reporting procedures to 

report to parents more frequently and ensure you know how your child is doing at school – something that came out 

of the last parent survey. Your feedback and involvement is really important to us and, as always, we see every day 

as an open day so please get in touch if you’d like a tour to see the school in action! We finished the week with an 

amazing, informative visit from the fire service and we’ll share lots of photos from that in next week’s letter.

Clubs this term

I have written to you before about the challenge of providing a range of clubs with such a small team and 

with a high workload. For my team, I want to ensure that the majority of their time can be spent planning great 

lessons and fulfilling their many roles and duties. We will continue to prioritise community events, like carnival and 

the lantern parade, and ensure that every class has a number of opportunities to learn outside of the classroom with 

trips, visits and links with Dauntseys. For the remainder of the year, we are trying to find external providers who can 

deliver a club for a small fee – please get in touch if you know anyone! Nevertheless, our new PE teacher Mr Storey is 

going to do a basketball club for Years 4 – 6 this term whilst Year 2 and 3 have a Bollywood dance opportunity. If your 

child/ren want to take part, please return the slip to your class teacher. Rest assured that we are trying to find a 

system which works for everyone whilst providing the children with the opportunities they deserve.

Attendance last week 98.22%

National value 96.8%
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Canopy on the Reception Playground

We are so excited for the completion of the canopy on the Reception 

playground; our new rainbow-coloured shelter will provide 

opportunities for learning outside whatever the weather. The old 

structure needed to be replaced and we hope that this will last for 

many years to come. The work is due to be completed on Monday, as 

there are some finishing touches still left to do. As a result, please 

continue to come into school via the main gates on the playground, 

rather than through the Reception playground. Our next project will 

be replacing the boat… Exciting times!

Open the Book

We are lucky to have our church volunteers coming to Rowde biweekly 

for Open the Book to tell a story from the Bible with brave volunteers 

to narrate and act with very little practice! These pupils from Year 4 

did a brilliant job this week and looked great in their costumes.

Home learning

As I shared earlier in the week, we are changing the ‘extended learning’ element of homework in response to parent 

feedback. Continuing to prioritise reading and maths on a weekly basis, will support the children most with their learning, 

and the extended learning choice grids will hopefully give the whole family the opportunity to work on something together 

to learn lots whilst following your child/ren’s interests. If you require any resources to support this, please talk to your 

class teacher as we will help as much as we can. Their chosen project or task will be due on Monday 6th February, but it is 

crucial that reading logs are handed in to be checked weekly.  
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Art and DT

Our Art and DT curriculum is built around key artists and styles of art whilst giving the children opportunities to develop their own 

skills whilst learning about other people’s methods, techniques and inspiration. This term, the children are learning about the 

following:

➢ Reception and Year 1 – Joan Miro and sculpture

➢ Year 2 and 3 – Rangoli patterns

➢ Year 4 - Esther Mahlangu and African Art (Tinga Tinga)

➢ Year 5 – Peter Thorpe and painting

➢ Year 6 – Picasso and painting

Here, you can see some photos of the Year 5s exploring Peter Thorpe’s Space pictures 

and our Year 6s learning about cubism and Picasso.
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In case you missed it…

Please be reminded that lunches must be ordered on Parent Mail through Lataca, even if they are eligible for free 

school meals. Often, we have children say they don’t like what’s been ordered, but it’s tricky to find an alternative 

unless it’s been ordered.

Value Champions

Congratulations to our ‘Value Champions’ this week – they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: Theo

❖ Ash Class: Stanley

❖ Maple Class: Isaac

❖ Cedar Class: Texas

❖ Oak Class: Phoenix

❖ Rascal of the week: Zofia

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher



This week in Collective Worship we introduced the 

theme for our PSHE lessons this term: Dreams and 

Goals. It was a nice connection to the Picture News 

story this week all about how to manage and cope

when you feel under pressure.
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Dear God,

We are all your special people

You have given us gifts and skills to share.

Help us to realize what you want us to be.

Show us how to fulfil your dreams and hopes for us, 

to bring us closer to you.

Amen.

We compared achieving our goals and dreams to 

being on a roller coaster. 

It is full of surprises, worries, excitement, ups and 

downs, twists and turns.



Online Safety: Influencers on YouTube

Increasingly, we’re seeing a rise in ‘influencers’ and, at Rowde, this is 

mostly linked to ‘YouTubers’. Influencers are usually described as 

somebody who has established credibility in a specific industry or genre, 

e.g. make-up, toys, gaming etc. Many of these influencers are genuine 

people who want to share good advice and make an honest living. 

However, for parents the clue is in the name, influencer; a person with 

the ability to influence potential buyers of a product by promoting or 

recommending items. Equally, it may be to influence a behaviour or 

carry out a challenge. As with anything like this there are the good, the 

not so good, and those that wish to exploit children.

YouTube can be an amazing platform for children and the newer version 

of YouTube Kids (for children 12 and under) gives parents much more 

granular control over what children are seeing, but we can’t take our 

eye off the ball as there is always the potential for something unsavoury, 

whether that is inappropriate content or people (real or virtual) trying 

to influence the children to say, do or buy something. Be pro-active with 

your children and please do monitor and check what they’re doing 

online.

It all comes down to critical thinking, the same logic we apply into any 

area of our lives. We ask ourselves simple questions, such as:

• What is the purpose of this image/video?

• What are they trying to do, or influence me with?

• Why are they talking about this product?
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Flu immunisations

Dear Parent/Carer,

The School Aged Immunisation team have now finished visiting Primary schools to deliver the nasal flu 

vaccination. The flu season continues until the end of March, and we are already seeing high levels of infection and 

hospital admissions as a result of the virus. This year the vaccine is an extremely good match to the circulating 

virus, and it remains of benefit to your child, their family, and the community in which they live, to receive the 

vaccination throughout the flu season.

If your child has not yet received the flu vaccination and you would like them to be vaccinated, please use the link 

below to book into a community clinic in your area.

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/bookbanes

If you have any queries or would like support, please contact our Immunisation SPA on 0300 247 0082 or email 

on vcl.immunisations@nhs.net

Kind regards,

Roanna

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/bookbanes
mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net
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We are proud to offer guitar, piano and drum lessons here at Rowde, please get in touch if you think your 

child/ren would like to take part.

You can see details of the provider for drum lessons and their website is: 

https://www.instinctsounds.co.uk/

https://www.instinctsounds.co.uk/


Lions’ Sports Coaching Weekend

Please be reminded of the exciting opportunities at the Lions 

Sports Coaching weekend which is the first weekend of the 

Easter holidays.

The children should have come home with an application form 

this week, if they are interested in trying any of the sports and 

activities available.

The Lions ask for a standard contribution of £10 and 

parents/carers can either return their application form with cash 

in a sealed envelope to us or they can pay using TicketSource and 

either return the printed copy to schools or email the form 

directly to Devizes Lions.  The deadline for both is the 8th 

February.

On the 9th or 10th February envelopes will be collected from us 

and, by the 15th March, the Lions will notify participants of the 

activity offered to them. 

We have some additional application forms at with Laura in the 

office. 



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Tuesday 10th January: First swimming session for Year 4

• Thursday 19th January: Year 5 trip to Winchester Science Centre and Planetarium

• Friday 10th February: Non-school uniform day for the Acorn Appeal

• Monday 13th February: First day of the half term holiday

• Monday 20th February: First day of Term 4  

• Wednesday 22nd February: Year 6 to Dauntseys for Science experience

• Thursday 2nd March: World Book Day

• Friday 3rd March: Year 5 to Dauntseys for table tennis taster

• Tuesday 7th and 14th March: Year 4 to Dauntseys for photography workshop

• Friday 10th March: Crazy Hair Day for the Princess Trust

• Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March: Parent Consultation Evenings 

• Monday 3rd April: First day of the Easter holidays

• Monday 17th April: First day of Term 5
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