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Friday 10th MarchDear Parents and Carers,

It is quite shocking that we are half way through this half term already! Over the last two weeks, the 

children have been working through their spring assessments in all year groups. We do these formal assessments 

three times a year to monitor progress and ensure that the children are learning and retaining their knowledge and 

skills from our curriculum. These tests don’t directly assess what has been taught (we have different procedures for 

that through lower-stakes quizzing) but they are a measure of where the children are against the yearly expectations 

as specified in the national curriculum. Some children enjoy assessments, for others it is the cause of great anxiety, 

but it is important to get the children used to them and practise the specific type of assessments that they will take 

in secondary school. As always, we are really proud to be ROWDE and the children have shown great determination. 

You will hear how your child has done in our parent consultations and through their report at the end of term.

Parent Consultation Evenings

Teachers are in the process of sending out sign-up sheets for our Parent Consultations on Wednesday 22nd and 

Thursday 23rd March. This is for all year groups, other than Year 6 as we’ve already held those. Please do sign up as it 

is a good opportunity to talk through the interim data report you’ll receive on Friday 24th March. As was the case in 

Autumn, we will have the children’s books in the hall and you will be able to speak to me about anything you need. 

You will then go outside onto the playground to enter the classroom from the external door at the time of the 

appointment. 

Strike Action

As you know, next Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th are the final arranged strike days from the NEU. As before, 

school will remain open and it is business as usual for us!

Attendance last week 97.6%

National value 93.6%
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Crazy Hair Day!

Thank you for your support and commitment towards today’s Crazy Hair 

Day – the children looked amazing… We hope there weren’t too many 

early mornings! We are proud of Ava in Year 4 for taking action to help 

others in need and she is getting her hair cut tomorrow, on her birthday. 
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World Book Day

We had a great day last Thursday for World Book day – the children’s outfits were amazing 

and every class enjoyed reading Bloom by Anne Booth and creating their own class books. 

By clicking the links below, you can see the children’s final pieces.

Birch Class - https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/zuge/#p=16

Ash Class - https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/rdwr/#p=16

Year 4 - https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/qarw/#p=16

Year 5 - https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/awor/#p=1

Year 6 - https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/nfcc/#p=16

To order a print or digital copy, please go to the website below and enter the necessary 

details. https://potatoprint.co.uk/pages/school-creative-calendar

All orders placed will be delivered directly to the school and distributed from here. 

https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/zuge/#p=16
https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/rdwr/#p=16
https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/qarw/#p=16
https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/awor/#p=1
https://online.fliphtml5.com/mfryw/nfcc/#p=16
https://potatoprint.co.uk/pages/school-creative-calendar
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World Book Day

We are looking forward to having the Scholastic Travelling Book Fair in the hall 

before and afterschool from Wednesday 15th March – Friday 16th March. The £1 

book tokens sent home can be redeemed at this event, and please let us know if 

you child’s has gone missing as we have some spares.
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Next Friday 17th March, we are going to have 

a special Open the Book assembly to 

commemorate Mother’s Day on Sunday 19th

March.

Volunteers from the Church are going to 

come to school for a short performance.

You are welcome to join us from 14.45 

before the end of the school day.
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Art Club

On Wednesdays, Mrs Morris is really enjoying her Art Club with children in KS2. Mrs Morris is quite the 

artiste herself and loves using any opportunity to allow children to be creative and use this as a form of expression. 

So far, they have done some amazing studies of a human eye and tried doing some perspective drawing.



Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter

Friday 10th March

Fuel holiday camp and financial concerns 

I wrote to you about the Fuel camps a couple of weeks ago, but there are still spaces 

so I wanted to reshare as they are a brilliant opportunity during the Easter Holidays.

FUEL is a free holiday activity and food project that offers children the opportunity to 

take part in a range of fun activities during school holiday periods in 2023. 

You can find more information here: https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure/fuel-

programme

The application form for the Easter camps can be found here: 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/Easter-FUEL-core-camp-2023-application-form

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure/fuel-programme
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/Easter-FUEL-core-camp-2023-application-form
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In case you missed it…

Please continue to ensure children are looking smart and in appropriate uniform – including school shoes. It makes 

a big difference to their attitude to learning. You can find more information here:

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/55/uniform

Value Champions

Congratulations to our ‘Value Champions’ this week – they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: George F and Holly

❖ Ash Class: Lilyann

❖ Maple Class: Logan

❖ Cedar Class: Abbie

❖ Oak Class: Zachary

❖ Rascal of the week: Eva 

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/55/uniform


This week, our Collective Worship has been based around

this story – the children were quite shocked to learn of the 

endangered species we have even in the UK. We connected

this to the story of Noah’s ark in the Bible, and how God 

gave the world a second chance. We discussed that every 

animal is special and it cannot be replaced if it becomes 

extinct. We can care for and protect animals like Noah did.

Connecting to the British value of Democracy, we all have 

a voice and our opinions should be heard. If we want to 

help care for and protect natural habitats, we can use our 

voice and take action.
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Dear God,

Thank you for all of the amazing animals that share 

the world with us,

Help us to take responsibility for them and do all we 

can to care for and protect them,

Amen

Only if we understand, will we care. Only if we care, 

will we help. Only if we help, we shall be saved.

- Jane Goodall, Primatologist 



Online Safety: iPads

We know that screen time and the 

issues/concerns we have with the 

children’s online lives are not unique to 

Rowde – screens and social media are 

addictive and, especially after Covid, 

young people are increasingly turning to 

them for instant gratification and 

connection.

The iPad (and tablet equivalent) is a 

familiar companion for children and young 

people: an auxiliary TV; an aid for 

schoolwork; and a blessing on long car 

journeys. That said, there are still some 

aspects of Apple’s flagship tablet that 

parents and carers should bear in mind to 

help protect their child from online risks 

as this guide explains.
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These top tips are brilliant – especially the ‘Downtime’ function where the iPad locks itself at certain 

periods and the ‘App Limits’ to remove access to certain apps after being used for a certain amount of 

time. Although it’s hard when the children only want to be on a screen, it is so important for their sleep 

and mental health that limits are applied.



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Friday 10th March: Crazy Hair Day for the Princess Trust

• Friday 10th March: RAFT Spring Disco

• Wednesday 15th – Friday 17th March: Scholastic Book Fair

• Friday 17th March: Mother’s Day Open the Book @ 14.45
• Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd March: Parent Consultation Evenings 

• Friday 24th March: Term 4 interim reports sent home

• Friday 31st March: Non-school uniform day for bingo prizes

• Monday 3rd April: First day of the Easter holidays

• Monday 17th April: First day of Term 5

• Friday 28th April: RAFT family bingo

• Sunday 7th May: King’s Coronation Fete @ Rowde Village Green

Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter

Friday 10th March










