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Dear Parents and Carers,

This has been another busy week, but it is so lovely showing parents around who 

have children approaching school age. I am always so proud to tour the school, 

especially when the children are in during the day; there is such a buzz of 

learning and sense of love. As always, if you would see us in action, please get 

in touch and I will fit you in!

After half term, we will also run an open evening for both current and 

prospective parents, showcasing some learning activities that are part of the 

way we do things at Rowde. I will get the date to you, for this, next week.

Harvest Service –

As mentioned previously, on Tuesday 18th October at 14.00, we have our harvest 

celebration at the village Church. Each class is preparing a small contribution to 

the service and we will sing songs together. You are, of course, welcome to join 

us; we’d love to see many of you there! On Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th

October, we’d like to accept donations for the Devizes foodbank as our harvest 

offering. Please see this list as guidance for the items they are in need of.

Attendance last week 97.3%

National value 95%



Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter

Friday 7th October

Rowde Football Team

On Monday, we are hosting a football tournament for Year 5 and 6 on the school field. Keevil, West Ashton and 

Wansdyke schools are all attending, you’re welcome to spectate from 15.30 – 17.00. 

You can see the team below – they certainly embody our Rowde value of ‘enthusiasm’!
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Non-school uniform day Friday 14th October for the Acorn 

Appeal

Next Friday 14th October, is a non-school uniform day to raise 

money for the Acorn Appeal. The Acorn Appeal is charity set up by 

the Acorn Education Trust to support families within our school 

communities to have equal opportunities and have the resources, 

uniform and everything else they need to be successful during 

their time at school and beyond.

A suggested donation of £1 would be great, but any contribution –

big or small – will help. 

The children always love a non-school uniform day! 

Bonfire Meal

Our brilliant catering company, Lataca, are planning a bonfire 

celebration meal on Friday 4th of November. We will also be 

looking at, and discussing, the tradition in collective worship. Be 

sure to book if your child would like it!
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In case you missed it…

On Fridays, at 8.50, we have our celebration worship. You are welcome to stay and join us if you can – it will be 

over by 9.15. 

Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ from last Friday 30th September – they all very much enjoyed

their hot chocolate on Monday!

❖ Birch Class: Lilou and Olly

❖ Ash Class: Ethan

❖ Maple Class: Theo C

❖ Cedar Class: Freya

❖ Oak Class: Ryan

❖ Rascals of the week: Charlie and Tommy

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher
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• Meal times are an important time in the day.

• We usually enjoy the food that has been 

prepared for us.

• We enjoy chatting to our friends.Heavenly Father,

Thank you for our food,

For the social element of sharing food together,

For those who prepare our food, in whatever context.

Help us to remember those who do not have enough.

Amen.

• This is why at our school, we say Grace before 

eating. The word Grace means “undeserved 

gift”.

• Most of us are so used to having enough to eat 

that we can easily take it for granted.

• Sometimes we even waste it because we are in 

a hurry or are not very hungry.

• Not everyone in the world has enough even to 

keep them alive.

This week, we have been thinking about how 

thankful we are for the food we receive. As we head 

towards our harvest celebration, let us think about 

others who are less fortunate than ourselves.

“Always give thanks for everything to God the 

Father,” Ephesians 5.20.



Online Safety: Snapchat

Snapchat remains a popular app for messaging and sharing 

photos and videos. You must be 13+ to sign up. The app has 

some privacy settings which we would recommend you explore 

with your child and suggest why certain options are safer, for 

example, setting your account so only friends (rather than 

everyone) can see your content.

Safety tips -

It is important to talk to your child regularly about what they 

are doing online and make sure that they know that they should 

always talk to you or another trusted adult if they have any 

concerns. Please make sure the appropriate privacy settings

are set up and your child knows how to block and report other 

users if necessary.

https://support.snapchat.com/enGB/article/privacy-settings2

Further information -

Parents' Ultimate Guide to Snapchat: 

https//www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parentsultimate-

guide-to-snapchat

Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter

Friday 7th October

https://support.snapchat.com/enGB/article/privacy-settings2
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parentsultimate-guide-to-snapchat


Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Monday 10th October: Year 5 and 6 Football Tournament 15.30 – 17.00

• Tuesday 11th October: Year 5 Art and Photography workshop at Dauntseys

• Friday 14th October: Non-school uniform day for the Acorn Appeal

• Tuesday 18th October: Harvest celebration at Church 14.00

• Wednesday 19th October: INSET day and first day of the October half term

• Monday 31st October: First day back after October half term

• Friday 18th November: Ash class woodland adventure at Dauntseys

• Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th November: Parent Consultation Evenings 15.30 – 18.30

• Tuesday 6th December: Year R – Y3 Nativity at 16.30

• Friday 9th December: Whole-School visit to Panto – Beauty and the Beast

• Thursday 15th December: Christingle celebration
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Acorn Senior Executive Column

Welcome to the Acorn Senior Executive Column. Once a month we will share information and ideas with you 

about our roles and our work. 

I thought I would start with a few key facts on Acorn Education Trust (AET). We comprise:

• One central senior executive and school improvement team

• Two standalone nurseries – The Avenue Children’s Centre and Heytesbury Hedgehogs

• Fourteen primary schools – Bulford St. Leonards CE Primary School, Dilton Marsh CE Primary School, Durrington All 

Saints CE Infants School, Great Wishford CE Primary School, Heytesbury CE Primary School, Keevil CE Primary Academy, 

Netheravon All Saints CE Primary School, New Close Primary School, Rowde CE Primary Academy, St John’s CE Primary 

School, St Michael’s CE Primary School, The Avenue Primary School and Children’s Centre, Wansdyke School, West Ashton 

CE Primary School

• Three secondary schools – Avon Valley Academy; The Clarendon Academy and Kingdown School

• 5060 children or young people and 848 staff

Our vision – ‘transforming lives through education’.

Our mission – ‘preparing young people for their world in their time’.
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Our values:

Active and visible leadership

Care, support and challenge

Opportunities for all

Readiness to reach out

Needs of all are paramount



Acorn Senior Executive Column

The Senior Executive Team is:
• Karen Bannister – Head of Primary Operations

• Max Burr – Executive Headteacher Primary Schools

• Katy Dunnion – Head of Business Strategy

• Sara Edwards – Chief Executive Officer

• James Evans – Head of Estates

• Sue Fulbrook – Head of Disadvantaged and SEND

• Elaine Fullick – PA to Sara Edwards

• Rob Knott – Head of IT

• Rob Price – Director of Education – Secondary

• Charlotte Robinson – Director of Education – Primary

• Jo Ronxin – Head of Safeguarding, Communications and School Support

• Fiona Simpson – Head of Finance

• Anna Williams – Head of HR

The role of the team is to implement the strategy created by the Board of Directors, lead on all operational 

matters ensuring that we are economically efficient and effective, safe, resources are of a good standard and 

every nursery/school is improving. 

Sara Edwards

CEO
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CEO – Sara Edwards



Christmas cards deadline –

Please be reminded that the deadline for 

Christmas card orders and payments is Friday 14th

October.

Please order online and send payment to the RAFT 

bank account: sort code 30-92-63 and account 

number 03292585.

Christmas cards are £5.30 for a pack of 12, Mugs 

£6.40, Gift Tags £2.35 for a pack of 10, Tea towels 

£8.26, Wrapping paper £5.10, and Eco bags £9.50.






