
Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter

Friday 6th January
Dear Parents and Carers,

Firstly, welcome back and a very happy new year! We hope you had a lovely festive holiday – they are always the 

busiest and this one seemed the wettest, but hopefully you were able to make some nice memories together. Thank 

you to those of you who passed on your congratulations – I did get married on New Years Eve, but am not changing 

my name. We had a lovely day, although the aforementioned rain didn’t seem to stop!

Over the first few days, the children have settled back into the classroom and have started their new topics and, 

therefore, their new class texts in Book Club. I’m sure, as they come home this evening, they’ll be exhausted as it is 

always an adjustment settling back into routine. However, they have so much great learning to look forward to as 

they delve into their topics below –

Birch class (Reception and Year 1) - Local detectives and Detective Dog by Julia Donaldson 

Ash class (Year 2 and 3) – India and Tiger Boy by Mitali Perkins

Maple class (Year 4) – South Africa and the Akimbo Adventures by Alexander McCall Smith

Cedar class (Year 5) – Space and the Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge

Oak class (Year 6) – Human Highways (the heart and New York) and Ghost by Jason Reynolds

Ordering lunch

I know that Parent Mail had a few issues earlier in the week, but please make sure you order your meals with 

Lataca, even if you do qualify for free school meals. Yesterday, there were 28 children who needed lunch that 

hadn’t ordered. We are so lucky that Nicky always has extra and makes sure everyone is OK, but technically she 

should only provide for those who have ordered!

Attendance last week 94.8%

National value 93.2%
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Ava Grew in Year 4 has been growing her hair to donate to the Princess Trust. She has 

done it once before, but wanted to further support the charity and donate for those 

who are in need of a wig following medical treatment. We’d love to show our support 

for her, too, so on Friday 10th March we are going to have a ‘crazy hair day’ with 

optional donations which will give to the charity. 

Quality Assurance visit

Yesterday, we had a Quality Assurance visit from an active Ofsted inspector. She is 

employed by Acorn Education Trust to visit schools and monitor the quality of education 

and the school’s plans and progress to improve. She spent time doing ‘deep dives’ into 

early reading (phonics) and maths as these are two areas that Ofsted will focus on when 

they visit. She was really positive about the consistency and quality of teaching and 

learning that she saw – very explicitly commenting on the improvements since her last 

visit which was summer 2021. She watched lessons, looked at books, interviewed staff 

and pupils… It really was a ‘deep’ dive!

Although she cannot give any kind of judgement, she categorically said that the children 

at Rowde are not getting an inadequate education and she didn’t see any negative 

behaviour but the children were polite and all engaged in their learning. Every child she 

spoke to, confidently said that there was no bullying at Rowde and that they feel safe. 

As we continue to wait for the official Ofsted visit, this is a really positive experience to 

recognise how far we’ve come and identify some areas to continue to develop – good 

teachers and schools never stop learning and developing their own practice. I was told 

once that if I ever feel like I’ve cracked it, that that’s the time to retire!
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Year 6 trip to the Imperial War Museum 

Yesterday, Year 6 had a brilliant day at the Imperial War Museum in London. 

We appreciate that it is a long way to go for the day, but the coach journey 

took them past all the key landmarks of London and so they were able to see 

the city too, which they loved! In the museum, they saw artefacts and took 

part in the interactive displays which connected with their learning during 

terms 1 and 2 on WW1 and WW2. A great day was had by all!
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In case you missed it…

Please be reminded that the school website is full of information about learning, policies and procedures at 

Rowde. You can also find the calendar which is being constantly updated with key dates and events: 

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/

Value Champions

Congratulations to our ‘Value Champions’ this week – they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: Peyton

❖ Ash Class: Taylor

❖ Maple Class: Kenzie

❖ Cedar Class: Darcey

❖ Oak Class: Layla W

We hope you have a lovely weekend and look 

forward to our first, full week, next week!

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://www.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/
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On Wednesday, we looked at this news story in our Collective 

Worship. We started discussing this in reference to our PSHE 

focus this term – Dreams and Goals – as Douglas’ dreams are 

coming to fruition. We then connected to renewable energy 

sources and using the wind, which is a strong invisible force like 

love, that we feel and show towards others. 



Online Safety: Staying safe on new devices

At this time of year, children often have new 

devices. It is always important to keep online 

safety in mind.

The list of top tips displayed here have been 

published by the National Online Safety 

programme to make it easier for you to protect 

yourself, your devices and your children’s 

devices in the digital world.

Where appropriate, please discuss these with 

your child/ren as they will help you steer clear 

of hazards like misleading information and 

vicious viruses.

There’s never a back to refresh your internet 

safety knowledge, but it’s an especially smart 

thing to do as the children navigate new devices 

and games.



Lions’ Sports Coaching Weekend

This morning, we were lucky to have a visit from Tony Scorer, a 

representative from Devizes Lions. He spoke to the children 

about the exciting opportunities at their Sports Coaching 

weekend which is the first weekend of the Easter holidays.

The children showed great enthusiasm for trying something new, 

and so I wanted to reshare the poster and website where you can 

find more information.

They are asking for a standard contribution of £10 and 

parents/carers can either return their application form with cash 

in a sealed envelope to us or they can pay using TicketSource and 

either return the printed copy to schools or email the form 

directly to Devizes Lions.  The deadline for both will be 8th 

February.

On the 9th or 10th February envelopes will be collected from us 

and, by the 15th March, the Lions will notify participants of the 

activity offered to them. 

We have some application forms at with Laura in the office. 



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Tuesday 10th January: First swimming session for Year 4

• Thursday 19th January: Year 5 trip to Winchester Science Centre and Planetarium

• Monday 13th February: First day of the half term holiday

• Monday 20th February: First day of Term 4  

• Thursday 2nd March: World Book Day

• Friday 10th March: Crazy Hair Day for the Princess Trust

Don’t worry… There’s more in the pipeline!
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