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Dear Parents and Carers,

Although the weather has been pretty awful, especially those dark nights, it hasn’t dampened the 

children’s enthusiasm and enjoyment for starting their new topics of learning. I walked around the school during 

Book Club (our reading lessons) on Monday and it’s so wonderful seeing the children’s joy as they open and begin 

brand new books! Below, you can see a summary of the learning in each class, including the core class text:

• Birch Class: All that Sparkles! The Jolly Christmas Postman by Janet and Alan Ahlberg

• Ash Class: Our Planet – The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy

• Maple Class: Artic and Antartic – Journey to the Frozen North by Catherine Henderson

• Cedar Class: The Shang Dynasty – The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman

• Oak Class: World War 2 – Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll

Attendance

As we enter a new term, it is a good opportunity to remind you of the importance that the children’s attendance is 

the best it can be. Unsurprisingly, attending school is closely linked to academic attainment. The recognised

standard by the Government is 95% and Local Authorities have the power to take legal action when it falls below 

90%; our school target is 96%. To put this in context, to have a 96% attendance it is approximately missing 1.5 days, 

on average, in a 6-week term. Of course, we understand illness happens and appointments are necessary, but it is 

really important that the children are here to enjoy the learning our team work so hard to plan and prepare!

Attendance last week 98%

National value 96.8%
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Children in Need

We are aware of the financial strains on 

our families, but we also want to give 

the children lots of opportunity to have 

fun and take action to support others.

On Friday 18th November it is Children in 

Need and I have been promised a special 

visitor… Children can wear non-school 

uniform for a donation to Children in 

Need, with a spotty theme lots and lots 

of polka dots!

Of course, there are other fundraising 

options if individuals or families wanted 

to go the extra mile. You can find out 

more here: 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/

RAFT winter disco

Our first disco of the year will be on Friday 

18th November from 4.30 – 6.00. Tickets 

cost £4 and are payable by BACS to RAFT.

30 - 92 - 63 (sort code) 
03025749 (account number)

Tickets include a hot dog and unlimited 

drinks. Sweets and glow sticks will be 

available to purchase on the door, but the 

children do not require money when they 

are in.

To attend, please click the link below to 

book a place and give your consent, then 

transfer the money for the tickets 

separately.

https://forms.office.com/r/w3HFBLHDDe

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
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Year 6 Letters from the Trenches

After learning so much about the Battle of the Somme and what it was like in the Trenches, enriched by their 

reading of War Horse, Year 6 wrote letters from home to try and offer soldiers comfort and support.

‘I’m sad to hear you’re home sick, we miss you too. Hopefully, 

this blessed war will come to an end soon because we need you 

home. It is getting harder to get food – especially for Christmas.’ 

Bertie

‘Sorry to hear you were squashed like a sardine on the boat 

– I didn’t know you got seasick, having not been on a boat 

before. You’re just like grandpa!’

Zach
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Nasal Flu Vaccinations

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/wilts

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/wilts
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Year 5 Tinkercad learning

Last term, in Design and Technology, the children in Year 5 used Tinkercad (an online programme for computer 

aided design) to design their own Greek-style temples. Here are some of the final outcomes – amazing!



Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter
Friday 4th November

Devizes Lantern Parade

As you already know, we have the lantern 

making workshop after school on Tuesday 

15th November at 15.30 in the hall.

Children must be accompanied by an adult 

for the workshop as families make the 

lanterns together.

We will then meet at the lantern parade, in 

the evening on Friday 25th November, to 

show and parade your amazing creations. 

There are a few more spots available at the 

workshop (£2 to cover the materials of each 

child/lantern) and reservation and payment 

can be made through Parent Mail.

It would be great to see many of you there, 

either walking with us or in the crowds!
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In case you missed it…

Please be reminded that all parents are welcome to attend the celebration assembly on Friday mornings from 8.50 

– 9.05. Teachers will try their best to message you the evening before to let you know. We appreciate that for 

many of you who work, this is difficult, but we still want to give you the opportunity in case you can make it.

Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ this week– they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: Leila and Rupert

❖ Ash Class: Billy

❖ Maple Class: Joey F

❖ Cedar Class: Tommy

❖ Oak Class: Ethan M

❖ Rascal of the week: Eric

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher
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Dear God,

We thank you for the beauty of your creation,

For all the new flowers out there yet to discover.

Thank you for our school,

For all the different people who make up our school family.

Thank you that we have so much to discover about one another.

Thank you that each one of us is different,

And that is what makes the school such a special place.

Amen.

We introduced our new PSHE theme in worship.

We are Celebrating Differences. 

We thought about what is the same and

what is different about all of us and how 

we are all loved and valued as a result.
Did you know that we all 

have different finger 

prints. No two people in 

the world share our prints. 

This makes us unique!

Honeybees have 

hair on their 

eyes. 

No two zebras have the 

same markings. 

A snail can sleep for 

3 years. 
Isn’t it brilliant that we are 

all different?



Online Safety: Fake News

Fake news is the spreading of news stories online that are invented, distort 

the facts, or are not news at all, but made to look as if they are. Fake news 

and disinformation is a growing problem, so how can parents give their 

children the confidence to work out what’s fact and what’s fake? 

Top tips from Full Fact

Here are the things that children should look out for:

• Story – what is it trying to say? Can this piece of news be found 

elsewhere and is it reported in the same way?

• Emotions – how does the story make them feel? Fake news tries to 

manipulate people’s feelings to make them click. Beware of the “woah” 

feeling and pause before sharing. It might even be a joke!

• Picture – is it fake or out of context? 

• Author – what’s the URL? Check the address bar at the top – most trusted 

URLs end with “.com”, “.co.uk”, “.net”, “.gov”, “.org”, “.mil” and 

“.edu”. If not, it might be fake. Are there any experts named or quoted?

• Shares – even if it’s shared by a friend/famous person, doesn’t mean it’s 

true.

A fun online quiz –
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/fake-news-and-misinformation-advice-hub/find-the-fake/
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https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/fake-news-and-misinformation-advice-hub/find-the-fake/
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Opening Evening

Please be reminded of the details of 

our next open event here and spread 

the word… Anyone is welcome who 

would like to join us!

It would be great for the children to 

attend with you, as teachers will be 

showcasing some different activities 

for you to join in with.

We hope it will give you, and 

prospective parents, another window 

in to the great learning, 

opportunities and positive 

relationships in our classrooms.



Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Wednesday 9th November: Open Evening 17.00 – 18.00

• Friday 18th November: Child in Need – be ‘Spotacular!’ 

• Friday 18th November: Ash class woodland adventure at Dauntseys

• Friday 18th November: RAFT Winter disco 16.30 – 18.00

• Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th November: Parent Consultation Evenings 15.30 – 18.30

• Monday 28th November: Reception – Year 6 Nasal Flu Vaccination

• Tuesday 6th December: Year R – Y3 Nativity at 16.30

• Friday 9th December: Whole-School visit to Panto – Beauty and the Beast

• Thursday 15th December: Christingle celebration
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A message from Devizes Lions…

The Lions are holding the Christmas Fair this year in the Corn 

Exchange on Saturday 3rd December and are setting up the stalls 

on Friday 2nd December. We are also going to be touring the town 

with the Lions Carol Float during the first 3 weeks of December.

We are looking for volunteers to help at both events, if anyone is 

able to help with either the fair or the carol float please get in 

touch.

Barry Mitchell 

mitchell.barry@btopenworld.com

mailto:mitchell.barry@btopenworld.com





