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Dear Parents and Carers,

Firstly, thank you for your positive comments on Wednesday regarding the school remaining open – it was 

great to see the our attendance remained good even though there would have been lots of disgruntled children with 

siblings at home! Overall, our attendance sits slightly above national average, but please continue to make sure the 

children are at school and are on time. We take good care of them whilst they’re here and will always be in touch if 

we have concerns or need to discuss something with you.

Non-school uniform day: Friday 10th February

Next Friday, the last day of this half term, we are having another non-school uniform for donations towards the 

Acorn Appeal. As always, any donation you can give is appreciated, with a suggested amount of £1. The Acorn Appeal 

is a charity fund across the Trust to support pupils in need purchase uniform/school supplies or to attend a school 

trip/extra-curricular activity.

Home Learning and Celebration Worship: Friday 10th February

The first home learning project from this term is due on Wednesday 8th February at the latest. We will then 

announce our home learning champions in our Celebration Worship on Friday 10th February at 8.50. As we come to 

the end of our first term doing this choice grid approach, rather than the weekly extended learning, please use this 

form to give any feedback you have: https://forms.office.com/e/wUm5wxfby3

Our worship next Friday will be a slightly longer and more exciting celebration worship as the group of children in 

Ash class who have been learning a Bollywood dance are also going to perform! As always, it would be lovely to see 

many of you there.

Attendance last week 94.2%

National value 93.9%

https://forms.office.com/e/wUm5wxfby3
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World Book Day

As a bit of advanced warning, World Book Day is Thursday 2nd March. As a 

school, we are going to explore one picture book together: Bloom by Anne 

Booth. A story about the power of our words, hope and kindness. Each class 

will also do a range of different activities to celebrate reading, books and 

the children’s favourite stories. The children can dress up as one of their 

favourite book characters or as something connected to a book. As always, 

we appreciate the home-made and wacky over anything else!

Although it wasn’t possible to book for World Book Day, we do have the 

Scholastic Travelling Book Fair at school from Wednesday 15th March – Friday 

16th March, which works well as this is over our next parent consultations 

evening.



Parent Support Advisor: Dawn Mason

Many of you know Dawn and we are very lucky to have her 

time for one day a week to support our parents and families –

she is incredibly knowledgeable of the support on offer and 

available for you including mental health, financial and 

attendance concerns.

Dawn is trained in many different parenting courses and has 

great connections with local services. On Thursday 9th March 

at 9.00, when Spurgeons (Wiltshire’s Children’s Centre 

Services) are going to talk about their Five to Thrive and Being 

a Parent courses. 

We hope that we can begin to use our school as a Hub to offer 

further and wider support for our families. If you feel that you 

could benefit from Dawn’s support and guidance, please email 

her on: psa@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk.

Please see this newsletter, which will now feature monthly, 

for more information.

mailto:psa@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk
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Phonics and reading at Rowde

I did do a little update on reading in the newsletter last week, but please be 

reminded of our parent information presentation next Tuesday afterschool.

Canal and River Trust Safety assembly

On Monday, we were lucky to have Sally visit us to give two different assemblies 

on canal and river safety. Currently, Birch class are learning about canals and their 

history, and it’s important – with our location – that we remind children how to be 

safe by water. There was one clear message: stay SAFE.

Stay  Away  From  the  Edge
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In case you missed it…

We are using the Inside Out characters, and most classes watched the film on Wednesday, to support our 

conversations around emotional literacy and the link between our emotions, feelings and actions. You can see a 

short clip from the film here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEUzQ7yL9A0&t=187s

Value Champions

Congratulations to our ‘Value Champions’ this week – they will enjoy a hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: Olly and Sophie

❖ Ash Class: Eric

❖ Maple Class: Zofia

❖ Cedar Class: Lulu

❖ Oak Class: Ethan

❖ Rascal of the week: Grace and Avaery

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEUzQ7yL9A0&t=187s


This week in Collective Worship we discussed this news 

story making connections with the ways we impact 

our natural world and the result of our actions on the 

planet. The children were passionate about the need to 

protect the Amazon for the animals, plants and people, 

but also considering the impact it has the world as a whole.
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Dear God,

Thank you for our beautiful world,

Thank you for the Amazon rainforest

and everything in it,

Sorry for the damage we have caused, 

Help us to do better, to be good stewards of the world 

and to protect and care for it.

Amen

We discussed that we are just one of many 

living things sharing our planet. It is 

important for us to do all we can to 

protect the natural world, as it cannot 

always protect itself.



Online Safety: Having Open Discussions 

about Digital Lives

One of the issues we have here, particularly with 

our older pupils, is knowing exactly what they’re 

doing online them being open about what 

happens.

It is so important that phones and devices are 

checked and monitored, but we know this is 

difficult when you also want the children to have 

their privacy and responsibility! 

We don’t want to demonise the internet and 

being online, it is a huge part of the children’s 

life and largely beneficial, but we do have a 

responsibility to educate the children about the 

potential hazards and how to stay safe. It’s 

essential that we don’t shy away from having 

these conversations about the complex – and 

often sensitive – about what they do and what 

they see online.

Hopefully, some of these tips are useful.





Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Tuesday 7th February: Phonics and reading parent presentation

• Friday 10th February: Non-school uniform day for the Acorn Appeal

• Monday 13th February: First day of the half term holiday

• Monday 20th February: First day of Term 4  

• Wednesday 22nd February: Year 6 to Dauntseys for Science experience

• Thursday 2nd March: World Book Day

• Friday 3rd March: Year 5 to Dauntseys for table tennis taster

• Tuesday 7th and 14th March: Year 4 to Dauntseys for photography workshop

• Thursday 9th March: Parent coffee morning @ 9.00

• Friday 10th March: Crazy Hair Day for the Princess Trust

• Friday 10th March: RAFT Spring Disco

• Wednesday 15th – Friday 17th March: Scholastic Book Fair

• Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March: Parent Consultation Evenings 

• Friday 24th March: Term 4 interim reports sent home

• Friday 31st March: Non-school uniform day for bingo prizes

• Monday 3rd April: First day of the Easter holidays

• Monday 17th April: First day of Term 5

• Friday 28th April: RAFT family bingo

• Sunday 25th June: Lacock fun run
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