
Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter
Friday 2nd December

Dear Parents and Carers,

I cannot believe we only have two weeks left of term and this is the time when the Christmas fun really ramps up! 

We have the nativity, breakfast with Santa and pantomime next week; then bake sale, Christmas lunch, Christingle 

and class parties in the last week of term. It’s going to be great, but it is a lot and it is understandable that it’s hard 

to keep track of it all! Please use the dates slide and information here, as well as the calendar on the website.

Attendance and sickness

As you can see, our attendance has dipped a lot over the last couple of weeks. Of course, as many of you know first 

hand, there have been a number of different illnesses going around making many children and adults poorly. I’ve no 

doubt that this will bounce back up but it is important to mention that teachers will not set online learning for 

pupils that are off sick – the advice from the government on this is very clear. If your child is well enough to do 

learning at home, then they should be in school and so we cannot set online learning. Please be reminded of how 

important it is for your children to be at school, if they are well, as every day is important for their learning.

Financial support and assistance

I wrote to you a while ago about the support we have available for families struggling with the rise in the cost of 

living, but not already in receipt of free school meal vouchers. We really want to make sure this is going to the 

people who need it the most, and also use it as a means of supporting our families more widely. As a result, we’re 

going to use our Parent Support Advisor – Dawn Mason – to liaise and help as much as possible. If you are finding 

things difficult, please get in touch with her using her email address: psa@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk (reasons and proof 

to support the request may be required). 

Attendance last week 89.3%

National value 92.2%

mailto:psa@fivelanes.wilts.sch.uk
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Birch and Ash Class Christmas Celebration

A reminder that the performance for Birch and Ash class is next Tuesday 6th December at 16.30. The children will 

stay at school and we will provide a snack and get them in their costumes. We are not issuing tickets, but have 

asked that a maximum of 4 audience members come per family (not per child, for those with siblings across 

classes). There will be a creche provided for any children who do not want to watch, and the whole school will be 

watching the dress rehearsal on Monday. As was mentioned in the original letter, the audience members are 

actively encouraged to dress up and join in – this isn’t a polished performance, where lots of learning has been 

lost, but rather a celebration of the Christmas story and a lot of fun!

Panto trip on Friday 9th December

We are all excited about our trip to the panto next Friday to see Beauty and the Beast! Thank you for those of you 

who offered to come and support; we have secured group leaders and all risk assessments are in place and so 

don’t need any further volunteers. We are watching the 13.00 relaxed performance which is more inclusive to all 

our pupils, regardless of their age or special educational need – that’s really important to us at Rowde. We are 

leaving at 11.00 and will be eating lunch at the theatre, so the children must have a packed lunch. Lataca will 

provide a school packed lunch for children usually in receipt of free school meals. 

If your child is likely to suffer from travel sickness, please make sure that you tell the class teacher. 

It is only around 40 minutes, but it is important for us to know and we can support with any necessary medication.

You can find more information about the performance here: https://swindontheatres.co.uk/Online/panto-

swindon-pantomime

https://swindontheatres.co.uk/Online/panto-swindon-pantomime
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Rowde Christmas tree at St John the Baptist’s Church

Mrs Wills and a number of children have been helping to make Christmas 

decorations for our tree at the church representing ‘We are Rowde’. The 

decorations are predominately made to represent the theme – Christmas in a 

Nutshell. The lovely Louisa from Year 5 went with Mrs Wills to help decorate and 

get it all set up. If you’re in town over the weekend, pop in and take a look!
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Christingle

You may have noticed from the calendar that the children will be making Christingle oranges on Thursday 15th

December. We are celebrating and doing this at school, not in the church. We will start the day with an assembly 

at 8.50 and then the church volunteers will work with each class to make their orange. If you would like to join us 

for the assembly, you are welcome to stay after drop off. As always, it would be lovely to see you if you are 

available.

Advent Sale

Thank you to all of you who were able to contribute and buy items in our advent 

sale yesterday. Our Red House decided to support Wiltshire Air Ambulance and 

will be running a number of fundraisers over the year – this was just the first.

The children in Red House were really proud of the amount they raised and talk 

about one person’s unwanted items and can someone else’s treasure!

Start and end of the day

For Years 2 – 6, we have decided to open classroom doors for a soft start from 8.30, rather than waiting on the 

playground. Registers will still be closed at 8.45, and so any child coming in after that point is late. Birch class 

doors will be opened at 8.40 to give additional time for the classroom to be set up. Myself or a member of the 

team will still be on the gate, which will close at 8.45. At the end of the day, Birch class begin to be dismissed at 

15.15 because it takes longer for them to be called individually to their grown up. For those parents who then 

wait for an older sibling, please be respectful of the fact that the other classes will not be dismissed until 15.20.
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Making hand puppets in Birch class

This term, Birch class have been learning about, designing and making hand puppets. In their Design and 

Technology unit, they started by looking at and using puppets, selecting their favourite and their design features. 

After that, they designed their puppets and learnt some basic sewing techniques. Finally, they will review their 

design and identify what will make them even better next time.

We think the children (and Mrs Bq and Mrs Barfoot) did brilliantly! Thank you, in particular, for parents of the

children in Reception that 

have also tried the sewing 

with their child/ren at home –

it’s quite a challenge having

25 children sewing at once!
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As we did last year, we are 

supporting Year 6 in raising the 

funds to pay for their Year 6 

hoodies and their leavers party 

in July.

This is the first event of the 

year and, who knows, maybe 

some of the treats made by 

Year 6 families will be festive-

themed!
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In case you missed it…

Monday 5th December is the last opportunity to book children into ‘Breakfast with Santa’ 

for Wednesday 7th December. Please complete the consent form and transfer the £3.00 

to the RAFT account. 

30 - 92 - 63 (sort code) 03025749 (account number)

https://forms.office.com/r/s7jtdxbVEc

Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ this week– they will enjoy a 

hot chocolate on Monday! 

❖ Birch Class: Joshua

❖ Ash Class: Stanley

❖ Maple Class: Max

❖ Cedar Class: Abbie

❖ Oak Class: Evie

❖ Rascal of the week: Theo D

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher

https://forms.office.com/r/s7jtdxbVEc
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Online Safety: Social Media and Mental Health

According to Ofcom’s 2022 Media Use and Attitudes 

report, six out ten children who use social media say 

that it makes them feel happy (59%) or closer to their 

friends (61%) “all or most of the time”. By the same 

token, eight out of ten children were aware of other 

people being mean or unkind on social media, with 

89% feeling pressure to be popular on the platforms 

they frequent.

That, in a nutshell, is a key dichotomy of social 

media: it’s simultaneously an avenue to closeness and 

connectivity, yet also an open door for threats to our 

happiness and self-esteem. It can be an especially 

difficult contrast for young people to deal with – this 

guide has expert tips for helping them scratch that 

social media itch while still protecting their mental 

wellbeing. We feel, at primary school age, it is really 

important for you to monitor what your child is doing 

online and on their devices.

There’s lots of useful information and guidance here:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/social-media-and-

mental-health/

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/social-media-and-mental-health/


Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Tuesday 6th December: Year R – Y3 Nativity at 16.30

• Wednesday 7th December: RAFT Breakfast with Santa

• Friday 9th December: Whole-School visit to Panto – Beauty and the Beast

• Monday 12th December: Bake sale for Year 6 fundraising (hoodies and leavers) at 15.20

• Wednesday 14th December: Lataca Christmas Lunch

• Thursday 15th December: Christingle at school

• Friday 16th December: Yellow House fundraiser - Wear Christmas jumpers or pyjamas
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A note from Acorn Education Trust

The Acorn Appeal

The Acorn Appeal is Acorn Education Trust’s charitable arm, providing support in purchasing uniform and school supplies for pupils 

in need of help. 

The Trust has always been committed to the wellbeing and support of all of our pupils and their families. During the Covid-19 

pandemic, there were a lot of changes which continue to have huge and long-lasting effects on our local communities, creating 

unprecedented challenges. 

Although the Acorn Appeal was initially set up to provide support during a period of national uncertainty, it has now evolved into a 

Trust wide network, with each setting holding fundraising events throughout the academic year, including non-school uniform 

days, in addition to supporting Trust-wide drives, including:

Food Bank Drive

In April, settings across Acorn Education Trust held a Food Bank Drive to support our local communities during the Easter Holiday. 

The Appeal collected donations of food and toiletries which were donated to the Warminster Food Bank, Crosspoint Westbury, 

Storehouse Trowbridge, Devizes Food Bank (Trussell Trust) and Salisbury Food Bank (Trussell Trust).

Tour D’Acorn

Seven current and former members of Acorn Education Trust staff took part in a one-day cycle ride to each of the 17 Acorn 

Education Trust settings. On one of the hottest days of 2022, the team covered a total of 126km, the equivalent of cycling from 

Trowbridge to Birmingham, raising over £2,000 in the process.

Each setting within Acorn Education Trust contributes to The Appeal and has access to it. To date, The Acorn Appeal has raised 

over £10,000, supporting pupils and their families with the purchasing of school uniform and school supplies and paid for pupils to 

attend school trips or after school activities. 

As a Trust, we are keenly aware of the challenges that many within our communities are facing today. We’d like to say a massive 

thank you to everyone who has supported the Acorn Appeal and helped us support those in need so they can attend school feeling 

valued and more importantly, that they belong.   






