
Learn – Grow – Love
Head Teacher’s letter

Friday 1st July

Dear Parents and Carers,

The summer term seems to be flying by at an alarming rate! We’re already in July and motoring 

towards the last three weeks of term. There’s been a lovely, positive atmosphere in school this week, 

and we are starting to see the impact of the changes we’ve made to our ‘We are Rowde’ expectations, 

with the children making connections between our values, the British values and our themes in 

collective worship. I heard some amazing conversations about the injustice there is with so many 

wealthy people in our country, but still those who are homeless and in need of help and support. We 

connected this with generosity, respect and tolerance.

We have also seen some great improvements, already, in our break and lunch times. We are using the 

playground and have given the children more choices of what to do, zoning where football can be 

played, which has brought a calm and more purposeful atmosphere. In collective worship, I asked the 

children and, overwhelmingly, they identified that they prefer their breaks now. Kate Jackson, our 

mentor and Play Pod lead, visited on Tuesday to observe and she was really impressed with the choices 

the children have and the way younger pupils are supported by older role models. With our Play Pod and 

her guidance, I’m confident that the children will look forward to break and lunch even more than they 

do already! 
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Devizes carnival –

We hope that many of you can join us on Saturday 9th July –

even if you haven’t been able to attend the carnival club. 

We will meet at the Green from approximately 16.45, 

before the procession begins at approximately 17.30. The 

theme, as you know, is ‘Go Wild’ so please wear bright 

clothes, where possible, to tie in with our birds of paradise!

We have had such a lovely time in carnival club and it is the 

last session on Tuesday 5th July. On this date, we will be 

finishing the club at 16.00 as we would like to invite 

parents/carers to the school hall to be with your children 

and listen to plans for the Carnival and an opportunity to 

ask questions. On Thursday 7th, we will be handing out 

carnival props and clothing for you to bring to the event on 

Saturday 9th July. 

Please can we remind everyone that children do need to be 

accompanied by an adult who must be over 18. As this 

event is outside of the school day, responsibility for the 

children does rest with their grown up. We are happy for 

additional family members to walk round with us; the more 

the merrier!

Some of the masks 

are looking great!
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Birch and Ash Class butterfly release -

After watching them grow from larva to adult, both Birch and Ash class released their butterflies today. It 

has been wonderful for the children to see the metamorphosis, connecting with their learning in science 

(both rainforests and minibeasts). A really magical moment… 
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Year 6 visit to PGL–

On their one-day experience at PGL, the Year 6 class had a brilliant time and showed amazing courage, 

determination and enthusiasm to complete the activities. They took part in archery, giant swing, zip wire 

and a vertical challenge – they needed to be very brave and persevere when things got tough!  
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Garden clear up –

A huge thank you to all of you who gave up some of your weekend to clear and tidy up our school garden. 

Our school site is one of the best features of our school, but it is challenging to maintain so coming 

together as a community, with a little knowledge and guidance, we achieved so much. The children 

helpers also did some litter picking and we re-purposed some of the benches to give them some quiet 

seating on the playground. 

Thank you – another demonstration of how much we can achieve by working together.
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Value Champions

Congratulations for our winners of ‘Value Champion’ from last Friday 24th June:

❖ Birch Class: Holly

❖ Ash Class: Indie, Eva, Eric and Manasa (our dancers!)

❖ Poplar Class: William

❖ Maple Class: Amanda

❖ Cedar Class: Phoenix

❖ Oak Class: Everyone for their determination and enthusiasm at PGL

Have a lovely weekend,

Alice Simpson

Acting Headteacher
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Acrostic Poem
Justice is….
Judging what is right
Understanding what is fair
Standing up for those who need help
Trying to listen to both sides
Informed and wise decisions
Caring enough to take action
Equal opportunities for all

We are respectful We are loving

How is Justice linked to Gods Love and 

Generosity?

Monday’s worship

Jesus told this story because he wanted his disciples 

to understand that Gods Love does not depend on 

what you do. Gods idea of Justice is to make 

everyone equal in his Kingdom because his love is so 

generous. Jesus reminds us that we should be 

thankful for Gods generosity and not be envious or 

grumble about the good things that God gives to 

others.

We listened to a story about a man 

called Jonah who owned a Vineyard. 

Jonah didn’t pay his workers fairly 

and they complained. We wondered 

whether this was generous enough?
Lord, Your justice reaches to the heavens,

Your faithfulness into the clouds.

We give you praise for your generous love,

that does not treat us as we deserve,

but gives us more than we could ever hope 

for.

Amen

Mutual Respect

• We treat others as we wish to be treated

• We respect each other and can work together

• Everyone is entitled to a voice and we will listen.

We look after each other and our school.
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Mary and Martha were entertaining Jesus at their house. Martha was very busy serving Jesus, preparing the meal, 
cleaning, etc. Mary was sitting at Jesus' feet, listening to Jesus teach. We don't know if Jesus was just teaching 
Mary, or whether others were there.                                                        
But Martha became cross at Mary that she wasn't helping out, getting more and more frustrated that she was 
doing all this work herself while her sister Mary was just sitting down in the living room with Jesus. Martha finally 
snapped: "Lord, my sister has left me to do the work by myself. Don’t you care? Tell her to help me!" (Luke 10:40).
But Jesus had a very important lesson for Martha. He told her that Mary had a choice. She could have gotten very 
busy with all the serving, preparing, and cleaning - just like Martha. Or she could have chosen to spend time with 
JesusHow much is enough

Tuesday’s worship

We are thinking about Generosity

Being generous is a conscious decision from 

the heart to do something with what you 

have. Christians believe that God calls his 

people to be generous with what he has 

given to them. It is a sign of trust in God, 

that there will be enough for everyone, so 

share it. Being generous isn’t always about 

money, we can be generous in so many 

other practical ways. 

“The person who gives with a smile is 

the best giver because God loves a 

cheerful giver.” Mother Teresa

Dear Lord,

We thank you for your generosity. Thank you for all 

those people in our country who give so generously to 

different charities. Teach us God to be generous 

following your example. Help us give our time, words, 

energy, love and possessions with a cheerful and 

generous heart. 

Amen 

We celebrated the generosity of our parents and children , who gave up their time on Saturday to 

revamp our vegetable garden.  Thank you to everyone who helped. It looks amazing.

On Thursday, during class worship, we thought about how we can all make a difference. A 

little boy called Malachi, gave all he had, and made an amazing 

difference to so many people. Please do take some time to watch this video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88ounhVlPbA What Malachi did might have seemed a 

small gesture, but much like our Vision of the Mustard Seed, his idea grew and grew. Jesus 

teaches that although the Kingdom of God started small, with Jesus and the disciples, it 

would grow and spread across the world to unlimited numbers of followers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88ounhVlPbA


Upcoming Scheduled Events

• Tuesday 5th – Friday 8th July: Year 6 residential

• Monday 11th July and Thursday 14th July: Year 4 Viking experiences

• Wednesday 13th July: Transition morning

• Friday 15th July: Year 3 trip to Stonehenge

• Friday 15th July: Reports sent home

• Friday 15th July: RAFT Whole-school disco

• Tuesday 19th July: Year 6 leavers performance at 14.00 and 18.30 (tickets to

be released ASAP, priority to Year 6 parents).

• Thursday 21st July at 13.30: Year 6 leavers service in the Church

• Friday 22nd July at 14.45: End of year celebration Collective Worship –

parents welcome to join us

Friday 22nd July: Last day of the summer term
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RAFT

The next whole-school disco will be on Friday 15th July from 16.30 – 18.00.

Tickets will be £4 and include a hotdog and unlimited drinks.

Sweets and glow sticks will be on sale on the door (no money needed once inside).

More information, including when tickets go on sale, will come out next week.
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