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News Sheet  
12th December 2021 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

  

 
Services in December 

 

Dec 12 
8am 
10am 
4pm 

Advent 3 
Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane 
Holy Communion, Rowde 
Carol Service, Sandy Lane 

Dec 15 
8pm 

Wednesday 
Advent Compline via Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting - Please note this is a new link. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84921997765?pwd=OUU5b0NyWmVudFNVK3REc1RIYWJPZz09 
Meeting ID: 849 2199 7765 
Passcode: 153296 

Dec 18 
6pm 

Saturday 
Nine Lessons and Carols, Bromham 

Dec 19 
8am 
10am 
6pm 

Advent 4 
Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham 
Holy Communion, Bromham  
Lessons and Carols, Rowde 

Dec 22 
8pm 

Wednesday 
Advent Compline via Zoom 

Dec 24 
3pm 
3pm 
11.30pm 
11.30pm 

Christmas Eve 
Crib Service, Rowdey Cow, Rowde 
Crib Service, Bromham – meet in the Greyhound garden 
Midnight Communion, Bromham 
Midnight Communion, Rowde 

Dec 25 
8am 
10am 
10am 

Christmas Day 
Holy Communion, Sandy Lane 
Holy Communion, Bromham 
Holy Communion, Rowde 

Dec 26 
 

Christmas 1 
No service  
Here is the link to Salisbury Cathedral link for live online services.  
https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/live  

 
Private Prayer 
Rowde Church               Monday to Saturday 10am – 4pm 
Bromham Church          Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm  
As far as possible, Rowde and Bromham Churches will also be open during the day on Sundays 
Sandy Lane Church        Every day 10am – 4pm 
 
 
Bromham Christmas Cards 
Cards showing a fine photo of Bromham Church are for sale in the Church at £4 for 10 cards.  All proceeds are 
to the Social Centre Building Fund. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84921997765?pwd=OUU5b0NyWmVudFNVK3REc1RIYWJPZz09
https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/live
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Sandy Lane Church Carol Service, Sunday 12th December 4pm 
Do come along and soak up the atmosphere and sing some of your favourite Carols.  There will be homemade 
mulled wine afterwards together with mince pies. 
Please note, we have a capacity of 44 souls non-socially distanced.  But if Covid numbers rise in our area we may 
have to reduce numbers. If this proves to be the case, then a “first come, first served” process will be used. So if 
you would like to attend, please contact Ernest Escott on 850405. 
 
St Nicholas Christmas Tree Festival 
The festival is back, by popular demand!  Please do come along and bring your friends and neighbours, to 
admire the trees decorated by local organisations.  4th to 12th December, 10am to 4pm. 
 
Carol Singing Bromham 13th , 15th  & 21st December 
We will again be spreading Christmas cheer around parts of the village, singing well known & favourite carols. 
Wrap up well & join our happy band & be rewarded by the evident joy on people’s faces as we proceed from, 

• The Social Centre Car Park on Mon. 13th. December, 

• The Greyhound Car Park on Wed. 15th. December, 

• The Top of Yard Lane adj. the main A342 road on Tues. 21st. December. 
The meeting time each evening will be 7p.m. 
And all monies raised will be divided between St. Nicholas Church & the Social Centre Rebuild fund. 
 
Bromham Church Nine Lessons and Carols 
We’re celebrating in style again this year, with the church lit dramatically in colour (thanks to Paul Seemayer).  
Come and join the happy throng, sing carols led ably by our church choir and accompanied by John Iles, and 
finish the evening with mulled wine and mince pies.  Saturday 18th December at 6pm (note the time – not as 
published in the Hoot). 
 
Rowde Church Café on Tuesdays 10.45-12:00 
Come and join us for coffee, cake and time to chat.  Everyone welcome, from anywhere in the benefice! 
 
St Nicholas Coffee rota 
The new rota for January to March 2022 is now up on the Bessie Moore Room.  If you would like to help by 
making coffee one week, please sign up.  Thank you very much.  Caroline 850531 
 
Church vision 
We are reviewing our vision of who we are as churches and as a Benefice.  We would love to know what you 
think!  To start the process, which will involve consultation over the next few months, we would love to know 
how you would answer these two questions: 
1 What do you most love about St Matthew’s/St Nicholas/Sandy Lane Church? 
2 What do you want St Matthew’s/St Nicholas/Sandy Lane Church to be known for doing really well? 
You can send your answers to Sarah Bowler at sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com, or alternatively, stay after 
a service when we will have a short time together to share our thoughts: 

St Nicholas After the 10am service on 19th December (note – changed from 5th December)  
We hope that this will give us some focus for the next few years, sharing in God’s mission here.  If you would 
like a starter for your thoughts, the world-wide Anglican Church has adopted the following as five characteristics 
of mission: 

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 

• To respond to human need by loving service 

• To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and 
reconciliation 

• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth 
 

mailto:sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
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Compline by Zoom 
Through Advent, we’ll join together midweek to pray together, with a short time of reflection.  Please print out 
the service of Compline sent out with this news sheet, or available on our “A Church Near You” page.  
Join Zoom Meeting on 15th December at 8pm: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84921997765?pwd=OUU5b0NyWmVudFNVK3REc1RIYWJPZz09 
Meeting ID: 849 2199 7765 
Passcode: 153296 
 
The last session will be on 22nd December at 8pm via Zoom 
 
Monks’ Choir 
The Monks' Choirs will be singing again in church this December. If you'd like to add to their number by 
knitting a monk, email or call Revd Heather for the pattern. (heathersmithserjeant@aol.co.uk  07702 113544). 
 
At the heart of Christmas 
Follow the link below for information and resources on this year’s Church of England Advent and Christmas 
reflections. 
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/advent-and-christmas/heart-christmas-our-2021-
advent-and-christmas  
 
Covid Advice 
The Government has announced Plan B as a response to rising Covid case numbers, particularly the Omicron 
variant.  We are therefore making the following change: 
 
Wearing facemarks in Church services is now compulsory, unless you are exempt because of a medical 
condition.  Those who are leading services, reading from the lecture, or leading intercessions can remove masks 
for that purpose.  We’re waiting for detailed advice on whether congregations have to wear masks while singing. 
 
Hand sanitiser is available in all our churches.  Apart from at Sandy Lane, there are always pews where you can 
sit further apart from other people.  Please ask a sidesperson when you arrive.  The government are advising us 
now to take a lateral flow test before attending any busy event.  We would ask you to consider taking a covid 
test before coming to our Carol Services on 12th, 18th and 19th December.    
 
If you need lateral flow tests you can order them from: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-
flow-tests ; alternatively they are available from pharmacies.  
 
With love and prayers,  
Revd Ruth 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84921997765?pwd=OUU5b0NyWmVudFNVK3REc1RIYWJPZz09
mailto:heathersmithserjeant@aol.co.uk
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/advent-and-christmas/heart-christmas-our-2021-advent-and-christmas
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/advent-and-christmas/heart-christmas-our-2021-advent-and-christmas
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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Readings for Sunday 12th Sunday of Advent  
 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, 
the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not 
fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with 
loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for 
it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I 
will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the 
time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
Luke 3:7-18 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We 
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came 
to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than 
the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, 
‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one 
who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 
Collect  

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you: 
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your 
way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to 
judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with 

the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen  
 

BCP Readings 
1 Corinthians 4.1-5 
Matthew 11.2-10 
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Contact Details 
Rector: 

Revd Ruth Schofield:  
07738 858909/ 01380 850191 

revrschofield@gmail.com  
 

Associate Priest: 
 Revd Heather Smith: 07795822515 

 
Lay Minister: 

Caroline Culley: 07557983940 
 

Sandy Lane (pro warden) 
Ernest Escott 01380 850405 

 
Benefice Administrator: 

Sarah Bowler 07876 142112 
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com 

 
Safeguarding Representatives: 

Bromham: Phil Bayley: 01380 859569 
Rowde: Sarah Bowler: 07876 142112 
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Resources online 

Diocese of Salisbury news: 
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org 

 

Benefice Facebook page 

Churches of Rowde and Bromham 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/439328832796693/  

A Church Near You 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com 

 

Rowde Village News 

https://www.rowdevillage.org/villagemag 

 

There are many online resources to enable us to worship and 
pray at home.  Please have a look at the CofE website: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services and events this week 
Sunday 12th December Advent 3 

8am Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane 
10am Holy Communion, Rowde 
4pm Carol Service, Sandy Lane 

 
4th December to 12th December, 10am – 4pm 

Christmas Tree Festival at St Nicholas Church Bromham. 
 
Wednesday 15th December Advent Compline 

8pm Advent Compline via Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting - Please note this is a new link. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84921997765?pwd=OUU5b0NyWmVudFNVK3REc1RIYWJPZz09 
Meeting ID: 849 2199 7765 
Passcode: 153296 
 

Saturday 18th December  
6pm Nine Lessons and Carols, Bromham 

 
Private Prayer 
Rowde Church               Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Bromham Church          Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm  
Sandy Lane Church        Every day 10am – 4pm 
As far as possible, Rowde and Bromham Churches will also be open during the day on Sundays 
 
Rowde Church Café on Tuesdays 10.45-12:00 
Come and join us for coffee, cake and time to chat.  Everyone welcome, from anywhere in the benefice! 
 
Next Sunday 19th December Advent 4 

8am Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham 
10am Holy Communion, Bromham  
6pm Lessons and Carols, Rowde 
 
 
 

 
 
   

mailto:revrschofield@gmail.com
mailto:sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
mailto:sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/439328832796693/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
https://www.rowdevillage.org/villagemag
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84921997765?pwd=OUU5b0NyWmVudFNVK3REc1RIYWJPZz09

