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Rationale and Intent 
 
The National Curriculum for music aims for children to: 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music 

• be taught to sing, create and compose music 

• recognise and discover how music is created, produced and communicated. 
 
 

At Rowde Primary Academy, children gain a clear understanding of what music is 
through listening and appraising, musical activities including playing instruments, 
improvisation and composition and performing across a wide variety of historical 
periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres.  
 
We are committed to developing a curiosity for the subject, as well as an understanding 
and recognition of the validity and importance of all types of music, and a respect for 
the role that music may wish to be expressed in people’s lives. We aim to ensure 
children understand the value and importance of music in the wider community and are 
able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve themselves in 
music, in a variety of different contexts. We recognise and value the place of music in 
society, in our understanding of (and engagement with) all cultures and beliefs, and in 
the power of music in expressing joy, faith, optimism and love. It therefore sits at the 
very heart of our values and our vision of Learn – Grow – Love.  
 

Cultural Capital 
 

To inspire a love of music and bring this abstract subject to life, we make use of high-
quality recorded performances. Where possible, we arrange opportunities to 
experience live music by experts.  Singing in Collective Worship provides additional 
opportunities to explore music from across different styles, cultures and themes. 
Inspirational musicians are celebrated and highlighted as part of school displays and 
through the house system. We believe that Music offers a window to the wider cultural 
world and that talk, participation and listening open music up to all.  
 
 

Implementation 
 

The music curriculum at Rowde Primary Academy ensures children listen, sing, play, 
perform and reflect. This is supported in the classroom through a structured music 
scheme as well as singing in our Collective Worship, the opportunity to join the choir 
and teaching from specialist guitar, piano and drum teachers. The elements of music 
are taught in the classroom lessons so that children are able to access a wide variety of 
music and genres through listening and appraising, musical activities that include 
singing and composing whilst also a chance for performing also.  
 

Music lessons always begin with children listening to a piece of music in the genre they 
are focusing on that term. Children then learn to find the pulse, rhythm and key features 
of the song in question which in turn feeds their understanding when listening, playing 
or analysing a piece of music independently. During each music lesson, there are 
opportunities for children to sing, play an instrument, improvise, compose and perform 
corresponding with the national curriculum for music. Music lessons will focus on 
delivering the key knowledge and skills from the year group plans, especially the key 
vocabulary.  Each session will make links to prior learning, both within the unit of work 
and linking to learning in previous years.   
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Music is delivered using the Charanga scheme of work, which provides assessment 
opportunities, clear progression and engaging and exciting resources to support every 
lesson. In line with the national curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, 
Charanga has moved away from the previous levels and learning outcome concepts to 
an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to musical learning. The 
interrelated dimensions of music weaves through the units to encourage the 
development of musical skills as learning progresses through the various skills 
Charanga provides. 
 
Impact 
 

Whilst in school, children have access to a varied programme through the Charanga 
scheme which is developed my music experts. The scheme is progressive, with 
knowledge and skills developed in every lesson of a unit and across year groups. This 
allows them to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve 
upon. Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers 
will assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe 
them during lessons. Video recordings are made of musical performances for the 
children to use as self-assessment. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher will 
assess the work and give oral feedback. Older and more able pupils are encouraged to 
make judgements about how they can improve their own work. Individual class 
teachers will keep samples of children’s work in music for their own evidence. The 
Music Progression documents (KS1 and KS2) will enable teachers to assess whether 
children are working below, above or at the expected level at the end of each year. 
 

The central nature of music and the learner creates an enormously rich palette from 
which a child may access central abilities such as: achievement, self-confidence, 
interaction with and awareness of others, and self-reflection. Music will also develop an 
understanding of culture and history, both in relation to children individually, as well as 
ethnicities from across the world. Children are able to enjoy music in as many ways as 
they choose – either as listener, designer or performer. They can analyse music and 
understand its parts. They can sing and feel a rhythm. They have an understanding of 
how to further develop talents less known to them, should they ever develop an interest 
in their lives. 
 
We believe at Rowde in offering a wide range of individual music lessons and activities 
from peripatetic staff, and in participation in a wide range of external musical activities. 
It is school policy that these are not limited in availability or by ability to pay. 
 
Assessment of Music 
Assessment of music at Rowde is a multi- facetted approach. We need to recognise the 
limits of placing any summative judgement against the children’s knowledge of music 
because the validity of this data is relatively low. Equally we need to be wary of purely 
looking at the outcomes from within a lesson, and judge the performance of children, 
rather than what has been committed to long-term memory. 
 
The vast majority of our efforts within assessment for music should be towards 
formative assessment, in order that misconceptions and are addressed at the point 
they are made. 
 
Formative Assessment / Responsive Teaching: 

• Verbal responses from pupils within the lesson 

• Written and practical outcomes from the pupils’ work 
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• Retrieval practice at the start of each lesson 
 
Summative Assessment 

• Multiple choice quizzes after a period of time 

• Mind-maps after a period of time 

• Pupil interviews about topics covered 

• Teacher judgement against music skills progression in the class floor book 
 

Pupil Conferencing 
It is important that when assessing our impact, we refer back to the aims of both the 
National Curriculum and of our own curriculum. Whilst the assessment of knowledge 
and skills are addressed above, it is important we also look at how Music leads to 
achieving our Rowde vision and enriching our Rowde values. 
 
Related Policies  
Curriculum Policy 


