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Tuesday 22nd March 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Joint Statement from Mr-Edy Berry and Acorn Education Trust 
 
From Mr Edy-Berry 
I am writing to inform you of some significant, but positive, staff changes taking place at Rowde in 
the coming weeks. As you will know, over the last two-and-a-half years I have led the school 
through the pandemic, whilst putting in place the changes needed to move the school out of 
Special Measures and establish a good, sustainable school for our community. This has been 
achieved with the vital support of Acorn, and through the dedication of staff, past and present.  
 
Most of this work is now done; we have an incredibly strong and established  team of teachers 
now, and a confident and committed support team working alongside. Together, they are an 
exceptional team. The remaining work that needs to be done is the finessing of our non-core 
curriculum, and the bedding in of systems and processes that have been put in place. This very 
specific work will be best achieved through primary specialist staff. My recent absence with Covid 
showed that the Rowde team can and do cope very well when I am not in the building, and I could 
not be more proud of them. 
 
I have reflected on this recently, and reached the conclusion that the time has come for me to 
return to secondary education, and to hand the reins over to the brilliant people already working 
at Rowde. Every one of our teachers is committed to Rowde’s long-term future and has the skill 
set needed to take the school further forwards on its improvement journey. I shall remain with 
Acorn, and will soon be taking up a position at a new secondary that is joining the trust. I do so 
knowing that Alice Simpson and her team here are the best possible people for maintaining the 
progress already made and taking Rowde on to greater heights.  
 
I am deeply grateful for the support shown since 2019 when I arrived – from parents, staff, the 
wider community, our Academy Council and above all the pupils. Rowde is in the best place it 
could be at this point, and will only get better and better.  
 
From Acorn Education Trust 
 
As of Monday 28th March, Miss Simpson will take up the post of Acting Headteacher.  Miss 
Simpson has been an instrumental member of the Senior Leadership Team which has made 
significant changes and improvements to Rowde over the last couple of years and she has a clear 
vision of where the school needs to go next.  Miss Simpson has the full support of the entire 
school staff and will be partnered fully by Acorn Education Trust. 
 



Mr Max Burr  (Acorn Executive Headteacher) will be based within school from Monday to add 
support and capacity to the leadership team and this will continue until the end of the Year 6 
SATS.  The Acorn Team Around the School support model will continue to drive school 
improvement.  Mr Edy-Berry’s teaching commitment within Rowde will continue over the coming 
months. 
 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank Mr Edy-Berry for his hard work and commitment to 
Rowde over the last couple of years.  We look forward to working with Miss Simpson in this next 
phase of Rowde’s journey. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

                            

Mr. Jon Edy-Berry    Miss. J. Ronxin 

Headteacher                              Head of Communication and School Support, Acorn Education Trust 
 
 


