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Rationale and Intent 
 
At Rowde, we recognise the advantages of developing Home Learning habits, never 
more so than currently. Children benefit from regular home learning, because: 

• Children who complete Home Learning regularly are far more likely to achieve 
the expected standard in their learning. 

• Good Home learning habits help to reduce the impact of school 
closures/lockdowns. 

• Home Learning encourages independent working/problem-solving/research and 
affords an opportunity to reinforce learning from class. 

• Home learning can be tailored to individual needs and learning gaps. 

• Home learning enables parents to become more involved in their child’s 
education and children do better when parents take an interest in their child’s 
Home Learning. 

• Home learning supports the development of Year-7 readiness. 
 
Below are some of our beliefs about Home Learning:  

➢ Home Learning should be completed independently by the child, with some 
help and guidance when necessary from parents. 

➢ There should be consistency across classes, and the school, in the 
expectations of homework.  

➢ Home Learning should be manageable, accessible and consistent with the 
acknowledgement that children work extremely hard during the school day. 

➢ Home Learning should increase in quantity, up to Year 6. 
➢ Home Learning should focus predominantly on the basic skills of the year group 

objectives within the National Curriculum as this is where it can have most 
impact. 

➢ Home Learning should be reviewed if a child is not benefiting from the work at 
home, or it is having a negative impact on a child’s attitude towards learning. 

➢ Home Learning should be acknowledged by the class teacher. 
➢ Pupils should be rewarded for completing Home learning to a high standard. 

 
Implementation – Our Approach 
 

We feel that the most beneficial support parents can provide is through reinforcing the 
basic requirements within each year group in the core subjects. By doing this, we are 
reducing the chance of parents having to ‘teach’ concepts to their children. Some of the 
homework set can be completed independently for the pupils, such as Professor 
Assessor. This will hopefully reduce the need for parents to guide children through 
every element of their Home Learning. 
 

Learning will be distributed on a Friday and collected in by Wednesday. This gives 
children the opportunity to attempt the activities over the weekend whilst concepts are 
fresh in their mind. It also means pupils have an opportunity to speak to a teacher if 
there is an element they do not understand on Monday and Tuesday and attend 
homework club on Tuesday lunchtime.  
 

All children will have access to Home Learning that is relevant to their current stage of 
learning. If parents feel the Home Learning does not cater for their child, or you have 
been unable to complete homework for a genuine reason, then please speak to the 
class teacher and adaptations can be made. 
 

It is our expectation that Home Learning will be completed carefully and returned on 
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time. Teachers will offer opportunities through the week to provide support for children 
to help them with any Home Learning that is confusing or difficult to complete. Where 
Home Learning is frequently missed or not completed, late or of poor quality, the 
children’s parents or carers will be contacted by the class teacher and it may be that 
the children will have to attend the lunchtime club to ensure it is completed. 
 

Teachers will review all the Home Learning that is handed in and feedback will be 
given. This might include a comment, question or an initial. It is important to note that 
this feedback may be verbal or given in other ways in the classroom, and will not only 
be written on the piece of work or in the child’s book. Pupils who produce Home 
Learning of a high standard may be awarded a house point or proud post. 
 
Reading 
 
Our priority for home learning is Reading – research shows that this has the most 
impact on academic attainment in all areas, not just reading. It is important for both the 
children reading themselves (with a grown-up listening) and an adult reading to them. 
At Rowde, we expect children to read at home daily but specific expectations are 
outlined below. 
 

Birch (Reception and Year 1), Ash (Year 2 and 3) 
 

We will send home 2 books.  
 

Book 1: 
 

This will be your child’s banded reading book: the book your child is expected to read to 
you daily. These books are chosen so that your child can read them fluently at home 
and often they will reread the same book to develop their fluency, prosody (storyteller 
voice) and comprehension. 
 
Book 2: 
 

This book is for you to share read with your child. For most, it will be the parent reading 
to the child. It is important that reading is modelled to children at home and we build a 
love of reading.  These books will be chosen by your child because they want to read 
them with you – great for bedtime story! 
 

Maple (Year 4), Cedar (Year 5) and Oak (Year 6) 
 
Your child/ren will bring home one book.  It would be fantastic if you are still able to 
listen to your child/ren read and even read some of their book to them – perhaps take 
turns per page.  However, your child/ren should begin to be responsible readers at this 
stage and record into their reading journal themselves.  We do ask that you still initial 
on the same day to agree that they have read. As a minimum, every week there 
should be at least 3 initialled entries to the reading diary in their journal. 
 
Reading Races and Reading Journals 
 
Every time a child reads at home, they can move along their reading race. Teachers 
will check their reading records and/or journals weekly and review the children’s 
progress. When they land on a yellow circle, it is important that they complete one of 
the 6 tasks in the reading journal. Without completion of all 6 reading response tasks, 
they cannot move onto the next race. However, for landing on a yellow circle, they will 
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receive a house point. When they have completed a reading race, they will receive a 
small prize and be celebrated in Collective Worship. Once they have completed all five 
reading races, they will get to choose a new book from a selection to take home. 
From Year 2 (Ash Class), children record their reading and their reading response 
tasks in their reading journal. They put additional response activities in their scrapbook, 
using the menu of ideas, but the tasks on the reading races are the minimum 
expectation.  
 
Supporting reading at home 
Please refer to the Rowde Recommends reading list to support you in choosing high-
quality books for you and your child to read at home. 
 
Maths 
 
From Year 1 – Year 6, children will be assigned weekly activities on Professor 
Assessor which need to be completed online. These activities will most often be directly 
connected to what the children have been learning in class, to support consolidation. 
However, occasionally, it might to revise or practise a method or area that has been 
previously taught to give the children retrieval practice. 
 
The work assigned should be differentiated and to the correct level for the child. Please 
speak to the class teacher if you are concerned that it is either too easy or too 
challenging. 
 
For those pupils who have difficulties accessing Professor Assessor online, they can 
either complete it during homework club – with support from a teacher – or complete 
the activities given on paper. 
 
Extended Learning 
 
The final activity that the children from Year 1 are expected to complete is an extended 
learning task. These will be connected to a different curriculum area – like Science or 
Art/Dt – and will be set in a variety of different ways depending on the year group and 
class.  
 
The extended learning tasks will be sent home on a choice grid and the children can 
choose at least one activity to complete over the term. By having longer, this means 
they can have a more project-based approach and follow their own interests and have 
some ownership of their own learning.  
 
Impact 
 
The aim of our Home Learning is to ensure our pupils are independent, resourceful and 
confident learners. This is evident in the work they bring back to school, but also in the 
way they apply home learning in class and in the extent of their readiness for 
secondary school.  
 
Related policies: 
Curriculum Policy 


