
 

 

 

 

Rowde CofE Academy 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

 Friday 26th November 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I want to start with a heartfelt thank you for the very high numbers of parents who attended the Parent 

Evenings this week, virtually and in person. Over 90% is an impressive statistic, and it was great to see so 

many of you in person and in school once again. We have missed you. I also want to say thank you for 

the best wishes and concerns shown over my absence over the last two days – I’ve just picked up one 

of the many bugs that have started to circulate once more – we certainly haven’t missed them!  

 

Last week I circulated the dates for various Christmas-themed and RAFT events that are planned for 

the end of term. The Christmas Evening (originally planned for December 15th) has caused a bit of a 

stir; I received some very positive feedback about it from some parents, and a similar proportion of 

criticism that it was too risky from others. And that’s the difficulty – both views have merit.  

 

For now, I need to inform you that the potential date has been moved to Thursday December 16th, 

and it is likely that – if it happens – it will be in a slightly different format, allowing for a more cautious 

approach. I will continue to watch the local data and follow the Acorn Risk Assessments, and will 

update you with a firm decision next week.  

 

In the meantime, the first event is the Break The Rules Day next Friday (3rd December), followed a week 

later by Christmas Jumper Day and the Disco. Georgie Devon and the RAFT Team are busy putting the 

fun and fund-raising back in to life at Rowde, and that can only be a good thing.  

 

School Improvement Updates 

 

This week, we were internally-audited on two areas of concern from the 2019 Ofsted report 

(Safeguarding and Behaviour), and came through both with flying colours. Sara Edwards, Acorn CEO, 

is in school on Monday afternoon, when she will see the progress we have made in all areas. I am very 

much looking forward to showing off our great school.  

 

In January, Linda Rowley (School Improvement Advisor for the Diocese, who last visited in 2020) is back 

in to assess our progress since then. She will see that the new staff have settled in incredibly well and 

are making a real difference to the education of your children – as many of you said at the Parents 

Evenings this week.  

 

You will know from previous newsletters that, with the curriculum and other issues now resolved and 

embedding, we are turning our attentions to Rowde’s site and its extra-curricular provision. In the short-

term, the climbing wall is now repaired and the boat is about to be done. The IT re-fit and upgrade is 

done and is already making a huge difference already in terms of our curriculum and state-of-the -art 

learning. In the coming weeks, much more is happening.  

 

Over the winter, a team are coming in to remove the broken sheds, tidy the site and repair what needs 

to be repaired. A plan is now in place for an outside seating area, new sporting equipment, and an 

overhaul of the reception playground and fencing.  In 2022, we are looking forward to the building of 

a MUGA (multi-use games area) next to the football pitches, offering all-weather facilities not just for 

our pupils, but also to the community. All will transform our wonderful but rather tired site in to a 

modern community school from which all can benefit. I know it has been a long time coming – we 

had to focus on teaching and learning first, whilst managing the numerous restrictions in place 

because of the pandemic – but your patience and support are so appreciated, and I know it will be 

worth it.  



Week ending 26th November 
Learn Grow Love 

 
This week we thought about how the mood we are in or the feelings we are having may negatively impact those around us 
and how sharing or asking for help may support us. Some of our ideas included; 

-If we are tired, we might be grumpy. 

– If we are sad, we might be quieter than usual and not want to play with our friends as much as normal. 

– If we are worried, we might get irritable more easily. 

 

None of these feelings are wrong – they are part of everyone’s life. In fact, the Bible tells us that Jesus felt 

happy, scared, tired and sad at various times. We need to understand that our friends are feeling 

different things and care for them all the time. 

 
The Bible talks a lot about love. In 1 Corinthians 13.4, it says, 'Love is patient, love is kind.' We need to try to understand 
people around us, and to be patient and kind to one another, no matter what mood other people (or we ourselves) are in! 
 

Our Value of the week is Love 
 

Love underpins everything that we do. 
 

It is very much the ‘why’ of who we are. Love is evident in our relationships with each other and in our actions to support our 
community and our world. 

We see love in our interactions at school and at home, feel it when we are together, and experience it through how others act 
towards us. 

 
We are patient with one another and tolerant when mistakes are made. 

We can grow  and learn together because we know that God loves us. 
 

“Love is more important than anything else. It is what ties everything together” Colossians 3:14 
 
The children have chosen their own Rowde values to support this theme. The class teachers have chosen the children who 

have represented this value. 
 

Birch Quinton 

Ash Indie 

Poplar Zofia W 

Maple Kamarni  

Cedar Megan H 

Oak Riley  

 

Mrs Bq would love to have lunch with all our value winners as soon as we are back in the hall. She thanks 

everyone for being so patient and kind. 

 

Prayer 
Dear God, 

Thank you that you know me very well and that you love me. 
Please help me to be patient with other people, even when they make me cross! 

Please help me to try to understand them and be kind and caring. 
Amen. 

Have a lovely weekend,  

 

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher  

 


