
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Learn-Grow-Love 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

Friday 10th December 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Today is Christmas Jumper Say, as I am sure you know, and the Christmas spirit is now very much alive at 

the school. Next week we will be carrying on with learning as usual, but with a number of surprise festive 

events for the children too. It’s not the final week we all would have liked, but there will be a lot of fun and 

laughter.  

 

 

Attendance: 

Thank you once again for your support with pupil attendance, especially in such difficult times. As you can 

see below, we are above national averages once more for attendance both as a whole-school and in 

particular pupil groups. The benefits to pupils’ learning and life chances is well-proven, so this is great 

news. Thank you. 

 National Average % (September – 
current) 

Rowde % (September to current) 

Primary attendance (all pupils) 
 

91.1 94.36 

Primary Attendance (Free 
School Meals) 

90 92.6 

Primary Attendance (SEN 
EHCP) 

89 94.04 

 

These percentages also put us above averages for Acorn schools too – let’s keep that success going!  



 

    

 

Week ending 10th December 

Learn Grow Love 
 

Thank you to the children who brought in some responses to the meaning of Advent and why it is not just a chocolate 

calendar. I really enjoyed sharing these ideas and thought that their little gifts were well deserved. 

 

So, what is Advent? 

Advent is the season of waiting and preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  
The term advent is a version of a Latin word that means coming. This is a time spent preparing and remembering 
the real meaning of Christmas. It is a time that begins with the Sunday nearest to the feat of St Andrew the 
Apostle (30th of November) and falls across 4 Sundays.  
 
There are four weeks of advent, with a traditional theme for the advent Sundays.  

God’s people – The Candle of Hope. A time for celebrating the hope in Jesus Christ. 

The old testament prophets – The Candle of Peace. A time for celebrating the peace found in Jesus Christ. 

John the Baptist – The Candle of Love. A time to celebrate the love for Jesus Christ. 

Mary the mother of Jesus – The Candle of Joy. A time to celebrate the joy found in Jesus Christ.  

 
A Jesse Tree is a decorative tree that each day during Advent has an ornament hung on it that symbolizes the story of how 

God prepared for Jesus to be born.  

The Jesse Tree is divided into 3 main parts. 

A tree 

Symbolic ornaments 

Passages or scripture readings that go with the ornaments.  

 

This week we continued our journey through the Old Testament sharing stories and building up to Jesus being born. 

YR- Joseph: Dreams – Genesis 39-47 

Y1/2  Moses: The Law – Exodus 19 & 20 

Y3/4 – David: The Shepherd King – 1 Samuel 16:1-23, 17:58, 2 Samuel 5:1-5 

Y5- Nehemiah: Rebuilding – Nehemiah 1:1-2:8, 6:15-16, 13:10-22 

Y6- Elijah: Threat of false Gods – 1 Kings 17:1-16, 18:17-46 

 

Each class have selected their own Rowde Value. We are proud of you all. 

 

Birch Zaza Determination 

Ash Gregory Determination 

Poplar Max Optimism 

Maple Toby  Optimism 

Cedar Arlie Wisdom 

Oak Jenson Wisdom 

 

Prayer 

Dear God,  

Thank you for the stories that we can share from the bible. 

Thank you that we are able to learn from the lessons they teach. 

Thank you for our friends and classmates. 

Thank you for all that we achieve together and help us to be willing to support one another today. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

The new IT system at Rowde: 

This week I conducted some ‘pupil voice’ surveys to see what our children think about the new screens, wi-fi, iPads 

and laptops, and I wanted to share with you some of their comments. It really is making a difference to learning at 

Rowde, and the IT skills of our children are improving rapidly  – they could certainly teach me a thing or two!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher 

‘we love our whiteboard, 

especially for Power Maths’ 

 

‘I use an iPad in English, it 

helps my writing’ 

 

‘the boards are interactive, 

it’s amazing’ 

‘there are no more missing 

buttons!’ 

‘now we have enough for 

everyone in class’ 

‘the graphics are much 

better, the laptops are the 

perfect size’ 


