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Intent 

Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication across the 

curriculum. Children must be able to write with ease, speed and legibility. Joined handwriting 

teaches pupils to join letters and words as a series of flowing movements and patterns. The 

development of this style, when mastered, allows children to apply their energy into the content of 

their writing as opposed to the formation of the letters themselves. Handwriting skills are taught 

regularly and systematically throughout the school. 

At Rowde, our aims in teaching handwriting are: 

• To enable children to write in a consistent, well presented and legible format. 

• To make handwriting an automatic process that does not interfere with creative and mental 

thinking 

• To have a consistent approach across Reception, Key Stage 1 and 2 when teaching 

handwriting. 

• To ensure that from the Summer Term of Year 1 to the end of Year 6 children are using a 

joined writing style. 

• To make sure all children know the difference between lower and upper case letters. 

• To ensure the skills taught at Key Stage 1 continue to develop throughout Key Stage 2. 

• To adopt a consistent approach towards handwriting by all adults when writing in children’s 

books, on the whiteboard or on displays/resources. 

• At the end of Key Stage 2, all pupils should have the ability to produce fluent, legible and, 

eventually, speedy joined-up handwriting, and to understand the different forms of 

handwriting used for different purposes. 

 

Implementation 

To meet these aims, we use the Letter-join scheme of work to ensure we have a consistent and 

progressive means of teaching handwriting across the school.  

 

Handwriting frequency 

Handwriting is a cross-curriculum task and will be taken into consideration during all lessons. 

Formal teaching of handwriting is to be carried out regularly and systematically to ensure Key 

Stage targets are met.  

 

Reception: 

 

For our youngest pupils, they first learn letter formation, with supportive phrases, in their Little 

Wandle phonics lessons. In addition to the exposure in their phonics lessons, we also aim for two 

to three weekly sessions that will include the following: 

• Movements to enhance gross motor skills such as air-writing, pattern making, dancing. 

• Exercises to develop fine motor skills such as making marks on paper, whiteboards, 



Learn – Grow - Love 
sand trays, play-dough fingers. 

• Letter learning, through phonics, to familiarise letter shapes, formation and vocabulary. 

 

Years 1 – 3 

 

The children, when they’re reading in Year 1, begin to learn to join. We teach a joined handwriting 

style, with lead outs and not lead ins, so that it progresses from their letter formation instruction in 

Reception. Teaching will continue at least three times a week, with additional intervention for those 

who need it. They will continue to practise and develop: 

• Gross and fine motor skills exercises. 

• Joined handwriting reinforcement, learning and practice. 

• Numerals, capitals and printed letters: where and when to use, learning and practice. 

 

Years 4 – 6 

 

More advanced handwriting techniques will be taught during two or three weekly sessions totalling 

30 to 45 minutes teaching: 

• Joined handwriting re-enforcement. 

• Form-filling/labelling using printed and capital letters. 

• Dictation exercises to teach the need for quick notes and speedy handwriting writing. 

 

Correct Posture and Pencil Grip 

Pupils should be taught to sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly. 

 

Sitting Position –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The table reaches 
to below elbow 
height 

Sit with a straight back, 
not leaning over the 
page 

Sit right back in 
the seat 

Pull the chair 
close in to the 
table 

Keep feet 
flat on the 
floor 

Paper position for right-

handed children 
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Tripod Pencil Grip 

Both right and left handed children should be   

encouraged to use the tripod grip which allows   

the pen/pencil to be held securely whilst allowing  

controlled movements of the pen/pencil nib. 

 

 

 

Left-handed children 

Left-handed children may find it difficult to follow right-handed teachers as they demonstrate letter formation 

(and vice versa). Teachers should demonstrate to left-handers on an individual or group basis.  

 

 

Handwriting Equipment 

 

Children are encouraged to start handwriting using a soft pencil. When fine motor skills have been 

established, a handwriting pen can be used. More competent pupils can use a ballpoint pen. We do not 

have a policy of pen licences, because we feel that all children should be encouraged to try their best and 

write using the equipment that’s most suitable for them. By Year 3, it is expected that nearly all pupils will 

write in blue pen in their writing books and across the curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

1

2 3

1) Grip the pencil with your index finger and 

thumb with the nib pointing away. 

2) With your free hand, spin the pencil from 

underneath. 

3) Use your middle finger to support the 
underside of the pencil. 

• Left-handed pupils should sit to the left of a right-handed child so that they are not competing for space.  

• Pupils should position the paper/book to their left side and slanted, as shown. 

• Pencils should not be held too close to the point as this can interrupt pupils’ line of vision. 

Paper position for left-handed children 
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Handwriting progression  

 

In Reception, children will be taught to form letters 

correctly starting using Little Wandle’s guidance on letter 

formation using the formation phrases to aid the correct 

letter formation. Letter formation is taught alongside 

phonic development. You can see the formation of the 

letters taught to the right. 

 

Our aim is that by the end of Reception, all children hold 

a pencil correctly and form all letters and numbers correctly. Errors in pencil grip and letter formation will be 

immediately addressed, modelled and corrected. Initially, foundation children will use unlined paper, then 

wide-lined paper, as the focus is correct formation rather than size or positioning.  

 

In Key Stage 1, towards the end of Year 1, the children are introduced to 

having the lead out lines to support the beginning of them joining their 

letters. They are taught this first, before then moving on to joining them 

together to form words. Our aim is that by the end of year one children will 

be forming all letters correctly and beginning to join their letters. 

You can see the letter formation taught to the left. 

 

 

 

In Year 2, adults will model joined writing from the beginning of the year. The children will be encouraged to 

continue the development of basic joins which they should transfer into all their independent writing.  

 

In Year 3, children will continue to develop their use of their joined handwriting building upon the skills they 

have developed in Key stage 1. In Years 4, 5 and 6, children will be expected to use joined handwriting in 

all areas of the curriculum. Those children whose writing is neat and legible may be encouraged to use 

handwriting pens. 

 

If any child is not on track to reach these expectations, they will receive additional support through small 

group intervention groups. 

 

For additional information, please see the separate Letter-join progression document. 
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Impact 

 

Handwriting is a skill which affects written communication across the curriculum. Our aim is that children 

are able to write with ease, speed and legibility. 

 

By Year 6, children will use cursive handwriting using flowing movements and patterns. This handwriting 

should be demonstrated in all writing across the curriculum. Writing should be fluid in style to allow children 

to apply their energy into the content of their writing as opposed to the formation of the letters themselves.  

 

Assessment 

A uniformed handwriting style should be consistent throughout the school; this will be evident on display 

boards and monitored through lesson observations and book scrutiny. 

 

Marking and Feedback 

We emphasise constructive feedback. In our feedback policy we have clear systems for feedback of 

children’s work which is adhered to throughout our handwriting sessions. In handwriting sessions and 

during independent work, it is important that incorrect pencil grip and incorrect letter formation are identified 

and corrected at the point it occurs.  

 


