
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Learn-Grow-Love 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

Friday 4th March 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

At the end of the first week back, it feels a bit like we never left; it has been such an action-packed week. 

Wiltshire Cricket were in running the first weekly session, World Book Day has come and gone in a blaze of 

brilliant costumes and lots of classroom fun, and later today we have film nights for both Key Stages.  

I hope by now you’ve had a chance to see some of the site improvements that are taking place. I did a site 

visit on the Saturday morning after the storms, and for most of the holiday week Nick Trimby and his Acorn 

Site Team were in making good on fallen panels and other issues. We know that the site needs some TLC 

and this work is underway – but it is a process and will take time. In the words of Shakespeare (and also 

Frank Sinatra), the best is yet to come.  

 

Year 4 in their brilliant WBD costumes 

 

 



Week ending 4th March 2022 

 

Learn Grow Love 

 

I wonder what type of pancakes you might have eaten on Tuesday? This sparked a great debate in Worship when Reverend Ruth asked the 

question. Of course, pancake day is really Shrove Tuesday, a day of feasting before going into Ash Wednesday.  

 

Ash Wednesday is a day when we can all be open and honest, admit our guilt and walk into tomorrow with a clear conscience. On this day, 

it is traditional for Christians to admit how easy they find it to make mistakes. Sometimes, they have their foreheads marked with the sign of 

the cross in ash. This means that they are saying sorry for what they’ve done wrong and getting ready to make a fresh start. 

 

It takes some courage to do this, to be humble and admit that we’ve got things wrong in our lives. However, it does help us to acknowledge 

that we all get things wrong and that none of us are perfect! It can also be a sign that we are willing to make a new start.  

 

Ash Wednesday takes place just over six weeks before Easter Sunday and marks the start of Lent. This is a period when Christians think 

about the sacrifices that Jesus made during the 40 days that he spent in the desert, where he fasted and was tempted three times by the devil. 

 

To remind themselves of the sacrifices that Jesus made, it’s traditional for Christians to make a small, regular sacrifice of their own during 

Lent. They usually choose to do this by giving up a luxury (chocolate is a common example) or by volunteering their time for a helpful 

activity. 

 

I wonder what we might do in this time of Lent when so much is happening in the world around us. We will be thinking about this over the 

next few days and reflecting on how we can make a difference. 

 

Our Rowde Value of the week is Respect. Our British Value is Mutual respect 

 

We value everyone and everything and celebrate our differences, knowing that God loves us all equally. We show the same kindness and 

consideration in school as we do in our community. We also know to  have respect for our belongings, our environment and our own mental 

well-being. 

 

At Rowde, we treat others how we would want to be treated ourselves. We are tolerant when mistakes are made; it’s part of being human. 

Sometimes our mistakes hurt others and we need to say sorry. When other people’s mistakes hurt us, we  seek to forgive. We believe that 

God’s love is so great that His forgiveness is always given. 

 

“treat others as you would want them to treat you.”  Matthew 7:12 

 
Children and adults at Rowde are optimistic and have high hopes and aspirations for our future, our school and 

community. 

 
Every class voted for a class member who best demonstrated this value. 

Well done to everyone, but a special well done to these children. 

 

Birch Flynn 

Ash Stanley 

Poplar Sophia 

Maple Ava 

Cedar Megan H 

Oak Ellie W 

 

Well done to everyone. I look forward to seeing you for Value Lunch on Wednesday at 12 o’clock. 

 

Generous God, 

Help us to find you in everyone we meet and share the gifts you 

give us with the world and its people. 

Amen 

 

 

We can make a difference song  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGjlkIkQiVs 

 

If I were a butterfly song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbJUynRN0js&t=77s 
 

 

 



Miss Simpson’s World Book Day Report: 

 

 Key Stage 2 Ukraine assembly and Uniform Consultation Meeting: Thursday 10th March  

With the awful events in Europe very much on our minds, and many staff having fielded questions from 

pupils about what is going on, I am holding an assembly for Key Stage 2 pupils next Thursday to talk to 

them about what is happening, in gentle terms, and to try and offer reassurance. If you have any questions 

about this, or wish to express your right to withdraw pupils from it, please let me know.  

At 6pm that day, I am hosting the uniform consultation to gather the views of parents on our uniform and 

PE kit. Please let me know if you are planning to attend, and email me your thoughts if you can’t be there. 

Thanks for those comments already received – they have been very useful.  

  

 

As you know, yesterday we celebrated World Book Day at Rowde. The children’s costumes were amazing and we 

really appreciate the effort and dedication from both children and parents! There was a lovely buzz around 

school as they shared the books they brought in and enjoyed a number of book-related activities and stories.  

The whole school read Rain Before Rainbows by Smriti Halls and David Litchfield, which gave us a unique 

opportunity to discuss one book as a whole school in assembly – it was magical. It is a beautifully illustrated story 

with key themes of hope, friendship and community that we used to bring our school community even closer 

together yesterday. In Year 6, we examined the language and themes in the story and used this as inspiration to 

write our own sonnets; I thought I’d share one example with you below.  

Before half term, I spoke to a number of children about Book Club at Rowde, and the stories we choose to read; 

every child I spoke to was positive about their reading lessons and the texts we share. Our Book Spine is 

embedding with the children reading diverse and engaging books, and with our whole curriculum enriched by 

the texts we read, we hope that every day is a ‘book day’ at Rowde! 

 

Good vs Bad 

A Sonnet by Dorothy, Molly and Kaiya 

The rain will emotionally drain you,  

Drown you until you’re begging on your knees. 

It will ruin everything that you do, 

Killing you slowly making you beg ‘please’! 

But there is a solution – it will go, 

Because heavy rain comes before rainbows. 

The silver lining to the dark, black clouds, 

From being heart-broken to being proud. 

From the horrible storms we get the rain, 

And from the rain, the sun will come and shine. 

The rainbow will wash away the pain. 

That rainbow shining – so very divine. 

Trust me, trust the process. It will be fine. 

Remember, I will be there by your side.  



 

Birch Class in their WBD costumes – don’t they look fantastic? 

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher 


