
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Learn-Grow-Love 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

Friday 17th December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope this finds you all well and ready (or close to ready) for the festive celebrations. It has been such an 

unusual year and we can only hope (as I said to you all twelve months ago) that some version of normality 

returns soon. We have tried this week to give the children as much Christmas fun as possible – from Santa 

Claus to sing-songs, class parties to the Ash Class nativity, festive baking to quizzes, ice cream vans (see 

photos below) to a 6’2” middle-aged elf who was less ‘on the shelf’ and more ‘over the hill’. It wasn’t the 

Christmas Week we wanted them all to have, and we have especially missed the annual trip to St. 

Matthew’s Church, and the sense of love and community that it brings,  but it was something. Next year… 

What is certain is that the pupils have done us all proud, as always. So too have Grist Environmental, Moles 

Valley Devizes and our friends at the Rowdey Cow, who have all been very generous in their support.   

RAFT 

The newly-revitalised RAFT have been busy this week, and we owe them – and especially Lisa, whose 

experience has guided us through it all – a great debt of gratitude. They have worked tirelessly to arrange 

treats and fun for the children, and have made a real difference to this last week. I am very, very grateful.  

 

 

 

From Acorn Education Trust: For 6th January 2021 

We are hoping to start the new term with all of our staff and children healthy and well. In light of the recent news 

of the increased transmissibility of the Omicron variant of Covid-19, please do not send your son/daughter back 

to school on 6th January 2021, if they have any of the following symptoms: 

• A high temperature 

• A loss, or change to sense of taste and/or smell 

• A new, continuous cough 
 

If they do have these symptoms or are generally feeling under the weather, please book a PCR test for your 

son/daughter.  If possible, please do this before the start of term. 



School Improvement Update 

Just after we close up the school for the Christmas break, the Acorn Elves are moving in to remove the decrepit 

sheds, pallets and contents of the old Nursery – making way for a planned outdoor seating area and gym equipment 

in the New Year. It has taken a while, but  our patience is being rewarded and the site will look very different in the 

next few months.  
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Our journey through the bible this week has taken us to the Nativity scene and Bethlehem, the town 

where Jesus was born. This has been such a special week not only in terms of thinking about parties and 

celebrations but delving deeper into the true meaning of Christmas. We are continuing to build on our 

Jesse tree theme. 

 

YR- Angel: Good News – Luke 1:26-38 

Y1/2  - Jesus’ Birth – Luke 2:1-7 

Y3 - Shepherds: Good News for All – Luke 2:8-20 

Y4 - Magi: Worship – Matthew 2:1-12 

Y5- Zechariah and Elizabeth: Answered Prayer – Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 

Y6- Joseph: Trust – Matthew 2:13-23 

 

In Birch class, the Nativity scene has been an integral part of our child led learning with the children re-

enacting different parts using puppets. The children have been amazing at sharing their knowledge and 

understanding through play. 

 

I have just been shown some amazing Christingle oranges created by Ash Class. 'Christingle' means 

'Christ Child' and originates from the Moravian Church. A symbol of Christianity, Christingles are 

made from an orange decorated with red tape, sweets or dried fruit and a candle. Each of these different 

elements has a special meaning: The orange symbolises the world. 

 

We return to school on Thursday 6th January and this is yet another celebration in the Christian Calendar. 

This is called Epiphany.  As with Advent, I will welcome any bits of research that will explain this 

celebration, 

 

Have a truly Happy Christmas. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the birth of baby Jesus. 

Thank you for the fun times that we have when celebrating our birthdays. 

Thank you for our birthday parties, birthday cake and exciting presents. 

We pray that we will all have an exciting Christmas. 

We pray that in the excitement, we will remember to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

 

 





 

It remains only for me to wish you all a wonderful, peaceful and healthy break over the next two weeks, and to thank 

you for your patience, support and generosity. I feel very lucky to be here at Rowde and the future looks bright. I 

look forward to working for you and with you in 2022.  

Have a lovely break,  

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Services in the New Year 

Jan 2 

8am 

Epiphany 

Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde 

Jan 5 

11am 

Wednesday 

11am Coffee and Communion, Rowde 

Jan 9 

10am 

The Baptism of Christ 

Holy Communion, Rowde 



The Bible Society 

Celebrate Christmas with Bible Society! 

Check out the Christmas resources to help you celebrate Christmas, with your family 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/  

 

 
 

There is also a video on You Tube of this year’s Bible Society nativity story “The 

Impossible Promise” written by Bob Hartman 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbcI6_rwR-c 

 

 

Visit the Monks' Choir 

Did you see the Monks' Choir in church last year? Our resident group of knitted and 

cardboard monks will be singing again this year from early December until after Christmas. 

They welcome visitors anytime. If you'd like to knit a monk, the choir is happy to add new 

members to their number!  Email or call Revd Heather Smith for the pattern 

(heathersmithserjeant@aol.co.uk   07702 113544). Cardboard monks are also welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Contact Details 

Rector: 

Revd Ruth Schofield:  

07738 858909/ 01380 850191 

revrschofield@gmail.com 

 

Benefice Administrator: 

Sarah Bowler 07876 142112 

sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Resources online 

Benefice Facebook page 

Churches of Rowde and Bromham 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/43932883

2796693/  

A Church Near You 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com 
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