
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Learn-Grow-Love 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

Friday 14th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This has been a tricky week at Rowde with Covid cases; it’s no exaggeration to say we’ve had more positives this 

week than in the entire 22 months that proceeded it. These cases have been concentrated largely in one class and 

siblings, but not entirely, and we have been in the new-to-us position of having three positive staff cases 

simultaneously. This, combined with the shortage of supply teachers ‘in the system’, has made it tricky to staff every 

class. We haven’t had to close any classes, which is always a prospect if staffing gets any tighter, but it was a close 

thing. Whatever happens, we will always try to stay open. 

What has emerged, however, is the resilience of the pupils in handling such an unusual week (they have been 

excellent), and the brilliance and willingness of staff to step up and keep the school running. I have a few more grey 

hairs – if that’s possible – but I am very proud of everyone at Rowde. 

Year 6 Fundraising 

The Year 6 class, working alongside our fab RAFT team, are hoping to raise money to pay for their hoodies this year. 

There will be lots of events in Terms 4 and 5, including a cake sale, film nights, sponsored run and an Enterprise Task, 

but the first of these is a non-uniform day (for the whole-school) next Friday, January 21st. They are asking for a £1 

voluntary contribution (or whatever you can afford) and payment can be made in cash on the day.  

This is a great opportunity for Year 6 to develop some entrepreneurial skills, and learn important life lessons about 

hard work, money and endeavour!  

   

Bath Rugby 

Our weekly visits from Bath rugby started yesterday, and I was able to enjoy a touchline position during a brilliant 

session with Year 6.  

 

 



 

Week ending 14th January 2022 

Learn Grow Love 

This week, we launched our Jigsaw PSHE theme for the term. Everyone in school is following the same unit 
which is called Dreams and Goals. We encouraged the children to think of a dream or a goal that was 
important to them. This could be a long term one or something that they could achieve today. In reception, 
we had many different goals to aim towards from being able to write a simple sentence to the longer goals of 
becoming a chef or a firefighter. We even had the dream of becoming Elsa out of Frozen. 
 

It would be very interesting to ask the children the same question in 10 or 15 years’ time and see how many of 

them actually ended up doing what they thought they would like to do when they were aged between 5 and 

11! I had so many dreams as a 5 year old but they became goals as I got much older.  

 

Our children always approach new ideas and learning with such optimism and this is such a great value to 

have. I have really enjoyed being able to talk to children from different year groups about their thoughts and 

ideas for the future. 

  
I will be sharing more about Jigsaw PSHE in a termly letter at a later date. 

 
Our Rowde Value of the  week is Optimism. 

Children and adults at Rowde are optimistic and have high hopes and aspirations for our future, our school 
and 
community. Hope for us means that there is always a positive future whatever situation we are in, because 
God promised to never leave us, to always love us, and to help us in times of need. It is more than wishing 
things could be better, it is about believing that the world can be better and being prepared to do something 
to make this come about! 
 

“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.”  2 Corinthians 3.12 
 

Every class voted for a class member who best demonstrated this value. 
Well done to everyone, but a special well done to these children. 

 

Birch Poppy 

Ash Manasa 

Poplar Harriet 

Maple Darcey 

Cedar Avaery 

Oak Oscar 

 

We all have hopes and dreams for our futures and that is a good thing.  Christians believe, if they ask God, he 

will show them his plans for their future. 

Prayer 
Dear God, 

We are all your special people 
You have given us gifts and skills to share. 
Help us to realize what you want us to be. 

Show us how to fulfil your dreams and hopes for us, to bring us closer to you. 
Amen. 

 



 

 

I’ll leave the last word on this week to our wonderful Head Girl, Luisa, who wrote the following in her home learning 

task: ‘Life is not a choice. Life carries on and never leaves or loses a thing from its grip. Talk to it. Seize it. Live it.’ 

Well said, Luisa. Have a lovely weekend,  

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher 


