
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Learn-Grow-Love 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

Friday 3rd December 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Today is the first of our Christmas fun activities, organised by RAFT. It’s our Break The Rules Day, and the school is 

bursting with onesies, multi-coloured hair, Christmas elf costumes and so on. And that’s just the staff.  

I know from traumatic last-minute demands from my own children that you will have been inundated with urgent 

requests for hair spray, dye, costumes, reindeer ears and much more over the last few days. Thank you for all that 

you have done – the atmosphere today is really lovely and lots of money has been raised for RAFT’s projects. Next 

Friday is Christmas jumper day.  

My inbox has been even busier than usual recently; the decision taken at Trust level to keep activities in the final 

weeks restricted to Bubbles has been met with equal parts support and criticism, and I hope the letter today from 

Sara Edwards clarifies the decision-making process. What I can promise you is that we have lots of exciting plans to 

make the final week as festive, fun and full of surprises as possible – the children will end the term with smiles on 

their faces, and we will then look forward to the new year for Bubble-free trips and adventures. 

 

            

Rowde Values this week: 

Week ending 3rd December 

Learn Grow Love 
 

As the children raced into class on Wednesday excitedly telling me about the chocolate they had opened in their calendar, I 

asked the question “Why do we have these calendars at this time of year?” The children continued to talk about the next day’s 

chocolates but no one could answer the why question. As I spoke to teachers, this became more evident in other classes 

although it is easy to see that with the missed traditions of the Christmas build up, this also meant our understanding of 

Christmas was less secure. 

 



For those children who can answer this question and bring me in a brief written explanation, there will be a little treat 

waiting. How fantastic if I could give everyone in school this treat. One person in Birch class has already provided a 

beautiful explanation. 

 

This week we have been celebrating the start of Advent. It is the build up to the birth of Jesus and a season of reflection. On 

Monday we started to learn about another tradition called the Jesse Tree. The Jesse Trees are a very old Christmas tradition 

dating back to medieval times. They are used to help tell the story of the Bible from creation through to the Christmas Story. 

They are named after Jesse, the father of King David, and according to Chapter One of Matthew, Jesus’ Great x 14 

Grandfather. This is because there is a prophecy in the book of Isaiah (Chapter 11:1-4) which is believed to describe Jesus. 

 

 The first Jesse trees were large carvings, tapestries or even stained-glass windows that helped people that could not read or 

write learn about the God’s story. Many people now use them as a kind of Advent calendar, as they help understanding of how 

the Christmas story fits into the whole Bible. Each class have a story to focus on and will produce a decoration to add to our 

own Jesse Tree which stands in the hallway outside the office. 

 

YR- Noah: The flood – Genesis 6:9-22, 7:17-8:12 

Y1/2  – Creation – Genesis 1:1-2:3 

Y3 - – Adam and Eve – Genesis 2:4-3:24 

Y4- Abraham: The Promise – Genesis 12:1-7, 15:1-6 

Y5 - Jacob – Assurance –Gen 27:41-28:22 

Y6 - – Isaac Testing: Genesis 22:1-19 

 

Each class have selected their own Rowde Value. We are proud of you all. 

 

Birch Holly Optimism 

Ash Zana Love 

Poplar Henry Respect 

Maple Freya Respect 

Cedar Ryan Determination 

Oak Ed Determination 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

We thank you for flowers and trees and sunshine, 

And for all the living creatures. 

We thank you for families and friendships, 

And for our homes and our school. 

We thank you for giving us food to eat. 

We thank you for everything wonderful in the world. 

Amen. 

As we finish worship, this week we would like to reflect on the fact that We live in a beautiful world, surrounded by a 

wonderful creation. There are, however, things that are not ok with our world. How can we make a difference? What do we 

need to change to look after the world that we live in, and show forgiveness and patience to those around us? 

 

We listened to Louis Armstrong “What a wonderful World”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-T6aaRV9HY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services and events this week 
Sunday 5th December Advent 2 

8am Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde 

 

Private Prayer 

Rowde Church               Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm 

As far as possible, Rowde Church will also be open during the day on Sundays 

 
Rowde Church Café on Tuesdays 10.45-12:00 

Come and join us for coffee, cake and time to chat.  Everyone welcome, from anywhere in the benefice! 

 

  



 

 

The Bible Society 

Celebrate Christmas with Bible Society! 

Check out the Christmas resources to help you celebrate Christmas, with your family 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/  

 

 
There is also a video on You Tube of this year’s Bible Society nativity story “The 

Impossible Promise” written by Bob Hartman 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbcI6_rwR-c 

Visit the Monks' Choir 

Did you see the Monks' Choir in church last year? Our resident group of knitted and 

cardboard monks will be singing again this year from early December until after Christmas. 

They welcome visitors anytime. If you'd like to knit a monk, the choir is happy to add new 

members to their number!  Email or call Revd Heather Smith for the pattern 

(heathersmithserjeant@aol.co.uk   07702 113544). Cardboard monks are also welcome 
 

 Services in December 

Dec 5 

8am  

Advent 2 

Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde 

Dec 12 

10am 

Advent 3 

Holy Communion, Rowde 

Dec 19 

6pm 

Advent 4 

Lessons and Carols, Rowde 

Dec 24 

3pm 

11.30pm 

Christmas Eve 

Crib Service, Rowdey Cow, Rowde  

Midnight Communion, Rowde 

Dec 25 

10am 

Christmas Day 

Holy Communion, Rowde 



 

Sport at Rowde: 

We have, as you know from my previous comments on the forthcoming MUGA, some big plans for sport at Rowde, 

and these will be led by our own Miss Johns and the Acorn PE team. We are now a Bath Rugby partner school (one of 

only 27 across Wiltshire, Somerset and Dorset), and they will be coming in for four weeks in January, running 2-hour 

training sessions across Key Stage 2. Also, on the 28th February, Aled Evans from the Cricket Roadshow/Wiltshire 

Cricket Development Team will be at Rowde, working with pupils across the whole school.  This will be the first of a 

series of events at Rowde with Aled and his team.  

 

 

Finally, I would like to appeal for parent volunteers; in particular, we are hoping to increase the number of parents 

involved in RAFT, and also want to increase parent representation on the Academy Council (what you and I would 

call Governors). Please drop me an email if either of these appeals to you. 

Have a lovely and safe weekend,  

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher  


