
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Learn-Grow-Love 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

Friday 11th February 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

With just one week to go until half-term, there’s been no let up in our busy school. Year 6 raised almost £200 in their cake sale, 

and I want to thank parents for supporting this.  The lessons learnt by pupils in working to pay for their leavers hoodies are 

important ones. Tonight, RAFT are running the first Disco of the year. Bath Rugby were in again yesterday, and on Monday we 

see the return of our Community Lunches. Today, my lunch duty turned in to an impromptu playground conga.  

There are a number of events coming up soon in school which I’d like to share with you. March 3rd is World Book Day, and Miss 

Simpson will write to you next week with details of what that entails. On March 28th, we have our first author visit for a very long 

time, and a special treat for all our younger pupils. Eileen Browne, author of the Handa series of books, will be in to meet our 

Reception and Key Stage 1 pupils and give an hour-long session on how she writes and illustrates her books, and the world that 

inspired Handa too. After school, she will also run a short session for parents. I have known Eileen for many years and know that 

this will be a fabulous event for Rowde.  

 

Uniform – Parent Consultation 

I wrote last week about the return of various school routines and expectations now that we are emerging tentatively from Covid 

restrictions. My comments on PE Uniform prompted lots of emails – some completely in favour of changing in school, others not 

so much! I’ve decided to pause a firm decision for now on whether pupils wear their Rowde PE kit to school or change in school, 

and will hold a Parent Consultation on Thursday March 10th at 6pm in the main hall so that I can listen to as many views as 

possible – not just on the PE kit, but on Rowde’s uniform more broadly. I am not planning a change to the uniform, and the only 

non-negotiables I have are: 

• Rowde pupils need to look smart 

• The Uniform must be available and affordable for all 

If you plan to attend, please do let me know. If you can’t make March 10th, I’d be happy to receive your thoughts via email. 

Jonathan.berry@rowde.wilts.sch.uk  

KS2 Challenge Club 

As SENCo, Miss Simpson has been doing great work supporting many of our pupils with additional needs. Now that we are able 

to, we also want to offer more to challenge those pupils who need more stretch and who are especially strong in a particular 

area. We will start with English/Literacy/Writing in one weekly session, and Maths in another. Class teachers will select eligible 

pupils and invite them next week. The sessions will be in school time, will be mixed ages, and will be delivered by Mrs Morris 

(Maths) and me (English). I am also planning to get guest teachers from our trust secondaries to visit and run some of these 

sessions. More subjects will be added in Terms 5 and 6.  

We are also arranging with Braeside that some of our pupils will join the Spring/Summer Able, Gifted and Talented programme. 

Again, these will be by invitation, and based upon class teacher nominations. Please get in touch if you are interested or have 

any questions about this. Braeside don’t publish their offer until next month, at which point we will firm up this excellent 

opportunity.  



Week starting 7th February 

 

Learn, Grow, Love 

 

In worship , we have continued to think about the British Values of Mutual Respect and Tolerance. We have been reflecting on 

how these values are so important in our school community. 

 

There are two videos I would like to share with you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2PJ6T7U2eU 

If you would like to watch this with your children, here are some questions that you can ask afterwards. 

 

• Which characters were not being tolerant in the film?  

• Why weren’t they being tolerant? 

• How do you think the big bird felt? 

• What could the little birds have done to make the big bird feel welcome? 

 
In this next video pupils Amelie and Shaeya interview children and adults from their school community to find out what the 

word 'respect' means to them. Their interviewees offer different ideas on the word, including: 'showing tolerance', 'listening to 

others', 'being open to their opinions and beliefs', 'treating others as equals', 'playing by the rules', 'being polite to others' and 

'being loyal to your friends'. All the interviewees agree that it's important to treat others with thoughtfulness and consideration, 

in just the way that we would wish to be treated ourselves. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-british-values-mutual-respect/zp8yhcw 

 

Our Rowde Value of the  week is Respect. 

 

We value everyone and everything and celebrate our differences, knowing that God loves us all equally. We show the same 

kindness and consideration in school as we do in our community. We also know to  have respect for our belongings, our 

environment and our own mental well-being. 

 

At Rowde, we treat others how we would want to be treated ourselves. We are tolerant when mistakes are made; it’s part of 

being human. Sometimes our mistakes hurt others and we need to say sorry. When other people’s mistakes hurt us, we  seek to 

forgive. We believe that God’s love is so great that His forgiveness is always given. 

 

“treat others as you would want them to treat you.”  Matthew 7:12 

 

This week, our values have been chosen by each class depending on how the story had been interpreted. 

 

Every class voted for the person who best demonstrated this value. Well done to everyone, but a special well done to these 

children. 

 

Birch Avellana 

Ash Elliott 

Poplar Lucas 

Maple Charlie 

Cedar Lacey 

Oak Erin H 

Mrs Bq would like to invite everyone for her Value lunch at 12 o’clock on Wednesday. 

 

We thank you for giving us the patience and understanding to reach out to others and treat them with dignity and respect. Help 

us to remember that everyone is equal, to value other people, and to treat them well, just as we wish to be treated. 

 Amen. 

 

Awesome Ash’s Animal Habitats 

The brilliant Ash class have been building animal habitats for their homework. They have worked so hard and produced some 

wonderful work. I wanted you all to see them – they really are fantastic!  



 

    

  

 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher 


