
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Learn-Grow-Love 

Head Teacher’s Letter 

Friday 19th November 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you’ve all had a good week. It’s been an exciting one here; under DfE advice, we have re-imposed 

some bubble restrictions as a result of an upturn in cases in the school/community, whilst working to make 

the run-in to Christmas a bit more like what school should be. In terms of Covid restrictions, we are going 

to be cautious in the coming weeks so that the events below can take place.  

RAFT 

On Thursday evening, we met for the RAFT AGM and, as many of you will have seen on Facebook, elected 

the new team to lead us forward. My huge personal thanks go to them, and I look forward to working with 

them this year. Needless to say, this is just the beginning, and we would love more parents to join them for 

as little or as much time as you can afford. Ideally, we would like parents from every class to get involved. 

The new RAFT team are: 

Chair: Georgie Mortimer 

Treasurer: Jess Wright 

Secretary: Lucy Scattergood 

They each bring a range of expertise and ideas to the school, and will be supported by Lisa who is going to 

use her immense experience to support them in the transition. Please contact Laura in the office or me 

directly if you can spare some time for RAFT and, ultimately, enhancing the school life of our pupils.  

RAFT and school events 

As part of the RAFT meeting, we were able to finalise the dates for some exciting events which will bring 

some of the community (and Christmas) spirit back to Rowde. The details of these (costs, etc) will be in 

next week’s letter, but these are the dates for your diaries: 

Friday 3rd December: Break The Rules Day: pupils will be able to ‘pay’ a small fee to break some school 

rules (non-uniform, crazy hair, fancy dress, and lots more) or a slightly larger amount to break all of them. 

Look out for the poster of what is and isn’t allowed!  

Friday 10th December: Christmas Jumper day  

Friday 10th December (evening) Christmas Disco  

Monday 13th December – Rowde goes to Longleat – Laura is circulating a letter today with the details of 

this exciting day out for everyone at Rowde 

Wednesday 15th December – Santa’s Grotto (afternoon) and Christmas Celebration Evening – after the 

children have met Father Christmas during the school day, we will host an evening of song, carols, Nativity 

and fun for parents and families, featuring many of our pupils and some of the staff too. Drinks and nibbles 

will be available, with these funds going to RAFT. 



We are also hoping to hold a Church service for pupils and parents one afternoon in the final week, and I 

will confirm this after my meeting with Rev Ruth on Tuesday.  

All of this, as ever, depends upon Covid restrictions – but we will be as cautious as possible before then to 

try and make sure it can all take place. Our children, who have missed out on so much in the 18 months, 

deserve nothing less.  

Disabled Parking Spaces 

I am meeting with an architect in the next couple of weeks to look at the layout of the car park (as well as 

the myriad improvements we plan to make to the school site), but please, in the meantime, the disabled 

spaces during the drop-off and pick-up are strictly for blue badge holders. Please use the staff car park if 

the remaining visitor places are full.  

Provision for our most able pupils 

We are coming to the end of this academic year’s first assessment cycle, and what is becoming clear is 

twofold: 

• The impact of Covid lockdowns on ‘lost learning’ is reducing, and 

• We have some real ‘high fliers’ among our pupils who now need extension work and extra 

challenge to make the most of their potential. 

I’m working with Miss Simpson on a programme of Masterclass sessions for pupils, which will start in 

January. These will include some personalised learning, extra home learning challenges and – later on – 

guest teachers from our secondary schools. Details of this initiative will be coming out to the parents of 

those children demonstrating exceptional ability before the Christmas break.  

Play and Lunchtime 

It’s been a bit of a week of scraped knees and other playground-related mishaps and injuries, so I am 

meeting with Key Stage 2 pupils this afternoon to discuss this. We are fully-compliant when it comes to 

staffing at lunch, but football in particular is proving problematic on the playground. I’m going to end 

football on the hard surface, and we will use Acorn PE staff and Rowde staff to run organised football on 

the field or a separate area instead. I don’t want anyone to miss out on their footie, but I do want fewer 

incidents. Today, each class received a box of playground activities from our Sports Ambassadors – and the 

atmosphere out there was brilliant. 

New staff appointment 

Yesterday, Miss Simpson and I interviewed for a Year 1/2 TA position, to increase the support and capacity 

for individualised support in our mixed class.  I am delighted to announce that Toni Barfoot will be re-

joining us. There can’t be many who don’t already know Toni, and she will bring experience, a deep 

knowledge of the school and her infectious personality to the Team. As for dress up days, don’t get me 

started… 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Jon Edy-Berry 

Head Teacher  



Week ending 19th November 

Learn Grow Love 
 

Monday saw the start of anti-bullying week. Anti-Bullying Week is coordinated In England and Wales by the Anti-Bullying 

Alliance and takes place from 15 to 19 November 2021 and it has the theme One Kind Word. We thought about different 

aspects to do with bullying in each worship from what we understood by this term to the help we will receive from adults in 

school. Listening to everyone’s voice is so important. We have used our PSHE lessons to celebrate differences and being 

unique 

 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2021-one-kind-word 

 

Paul the Apostle commonly known as Saint Paul  wrote lots of letters to the churches he had visited to remind them of 

God’s message and to encourage them. This passage was taken from the Letter to the church in Ephesus.  I wonder why Paul 

had to include this section in his letter? 

 

Ephesians 4: 29 and 32 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their 

needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other… 

 

The children have chosen their own Rowde values to support this theme. The class teachers have chosen the children 

who have represented this value. 

 

Birch Peyton Respect 

Ash Taylor Respect 

Poplar Morgan Respect 

Maple Laythan Enthusiasm 

Cedar Jack W Enthusiasm 

Oak Jacob L Respect and Love 

 

Mrs Bq would like to invite our Value Stars to have lunch with her on Wednesday in the hall at 12.00. Please order/ 

provide lunches as normal.  

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

we are all different. 

Some of our differences make us popular with others. 

Some of our differences make us very lonely and left out 

and can even lead to our being bullied. 

Help us all to have a right attitude to one another, 

to show respect even for those we might not call our friends. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2021-one-kind-word

