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National Curriculum Aims 
 
A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding 
of Britain’s geographical features- human and physical, local and that of the wider world. It 
should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the world in which they live. Teaching 
should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, 
and develop perspective and judgement. Geography helps pupils to understand the complexity 
of people’s lives, how landscape and other geographical elements effect those lives, the 
diversity of different places, as well as their own locality and the geography on their doorsteps. 
 
Intent 
 
At Rowde, we believe that it is crucial that our children develop an understanding of UK 
geography, the geography of the wider world, and how it impacts upon our community and 
people in the world. Our curriculum is developed in line with the National Curriculum, and is 
delivered in a way that is interesting, relevant to our children and links to other areas of 
learning, wherever possible. Our desire is that students build richly connected knowledge, 
vocabulary and skills that they can carry forward through their education and their lives. 
 
Our aim is that we inspire our children to become active and curious in regards to geography. 
We want our pupils to develop the tools to evaluate information about the world around them 
and make informed judgements based on this, and help them understand key features of the 
world, and how this shapes the world they live in. We believe it is crucial that children learn 
about the geographical elements that shape our nation, as well as other civilizations across 
the globe. 
 
We want our children to be curious about the world they inhabit, both spiritually and 
environmentally, and gain the information and skills required to help them better understand 
and explore it. The children will learn about different aspects of both human and physical 
geography, and develop skills to help them interpret the world around them, such as map 
reading. They will leave Rowde better able to understand their world, its people, and how it is 
evolving. At Rowde, we believe that an appreciation for our world is essential to the 
development of a sense of guardianship for it, and to our respect for it and all its inhabitants. 
Geography is key to our vision of Learn – Grow – Love.  
 
Our Curriculum aims are outlined below: 
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Implementation 
 
Geography is taught from Early Years (as Understanding the World) through to Year 6. 
Throughout this time the children will learn new skills and knowledge, as well as further 
developing their understanding about what they already know. They will look closely at their 
own local area, and be able to compare it to different places, evaluating the similarities and 
differences they see. Each geography unit is accompanied by a high-quality class text to 
contextualise the learning and expose the children to high-quality reading and our commitment 
for children to Read to Learn.  
 
Geography has a dedicated allocation on each Year Group’s timetable, alternated with History 
in termly blocks which allow for deeper study. Units of geography are taught weekly over each 
half term. This allows the teacher to use formative assessment to address misconceptions and 
errors pupils may have had during the previous lessons and address these quickly, whilst also 
giving opportunities for retrieval which ultimately deepens learning. 
 
This is the coverage of Geography Units through the school this academic year: 

Year Group Geographical Coverage 

Reception and 
Year 1 

Farms 
Seaside 

Year 2 and 3 Our Town and the UK 
Our World and map skills  
India 
Biomes 

Year 4 Chocolate 
Polar regions 
South Africa 

Year 5 Natural disasters 
Japan 

Year 6 Evolution and Exploration 
Blue Planet  

 
Other Geographical units which are on our curriculum but in Cycle B (academic year 
2022/2023) are: London, Rivers, Contrasting localities – forest vs jungle, Map Work in KS1.  
Although we are having to adapt our curriculum with the mixed-age groups, we have planned 
for this to ensure that, throughout their time at Rowde, they experience the same, progressive 
curriculum and we exceed the expectations of the National Curriculum. This is evident in our 
skills progression documents and our coverage check. Within and across each geography 
topic, key geographical skills are incorporated such as interpreting maps, human and physical 
features and comparing sources of information. 
 
A Geography Unit 
Geography units will begin with a map, or series of maps, showing where this fits with 
geographical learning already covered. There will sometimes be some historical links which 
help show when these geographical features may have been established. During the sequence 
of lessons, vocabulary from the knowledge organiser will be incorporated. Through each unit, 
children will progressively develop their geographical skills as laid out in the skills progression – 
they will start to understand the skills and intent of being a ‘geographer’ as outlined above. 
There will usually be a section of reading for the children to complete, as well as an opportunity 
to apply their writing skills. Some units of work culminate in a trip to local or national 
geographically significant venues. At the end of each unit, a moral issue will be raised linked 
with an aspect of the geographical facts covered e.g. Africa → apartheid 
 
A Geography Lesson 
Geography lessons will focus on delivering the key knowledge and skills from the knowledge 
booklets, especially key vocabulary and the ‘Need to know’. Each session should address 
issues from the previous lesson, eliciting prior knowledge, as well as forging links with other 
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areas of geography studied. Teachers may make use of flipcharts or PowerPoints as well as 
other media or sources to help impart the key knowledge and ideas. It is expected that where a 
booklet page has been created, the children complete these including any opportunities for 
‘Diving deeper.’ 
 
Impact 
 
Children at Rowde will leave the school equipped with both the skills and knowledge required to 
access both physical and human geography at Key Stage 3. They will also be able to better 
understand the diversity of their planet and be fueled with a desire to explore more of it. 
 
Assessment of Geography  
Assessment of geography at Rowde is a multi-facetted approach, as it is in all subject areas. 
We need to recognise the limits of placing any summative judgement against the children’s 
knowledge of geography because the validity of this data is relatively low. Equally, we need to 
be wary of purely looking at the outcomes from within a lesson, and judge the performance of 
children, rather than what has been committed to long-term memory. The booklets have 
tailored the outcomes we expect from pupils to help assess this. Because key geographical 
knowledge is unlikely to be revisited, the vast majority of our efforts within assessment should 
be towards formative assessment, in order that misconceptions and are addressed at the point 
they are made. However, we can use our ‘Need to Know’ facts as a barometer to assess long-
term learning.  
 
Formative Assessment / Responsive Teaching:  
• Verbal responses from pupils within the lesson  
• Written outcomes from the pupils’ work  
• Retrieval practice at the start of each lesson  
 
Summative Assessment: 
• Multiple choice quizzes after a period of time  
• Mind-maps after a period of time  
• Comparison of work with exemplification  
• Pupil interviews about topics covered  
• Teacher judgement against historical skills progression  
 
Pupil Conferencing:  
It is important that when assessing our impact, we refer back to the aims of both the National 
Curriculum and of our own curriculum. Whilst the assessment of knowledge and skills are 
addressed above, it is important we also look at how our teaching has the school fulfilling its 
aims. Annual pupil conferencing will help us decide if these more qualitative measures are 
being addressed. 
 
 


