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National Curriculum Aims: 

 
The statutory guidance of the National Curriculum in England: English Programmes of study, states that: 
“English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to 
speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and through their 
reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to 
develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such 
development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All 
the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn 
to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.” 
 
Here the importance of the teaching of English is clearly shown and cannot be understated. At Rowde, our rigorous 
and engaging English curriculum, promotes high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong 
command of the spoken and written language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading 
for pleasure. This ensures our children meet the aims from the National Curriculum for English to ensure that all 
pupils: 
 
• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 
• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 
• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 

reading, writing and spoken language. 
• Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, 

purposes and audiences. 
• Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and clearly explain their understanding and 

ideas. 
• Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to 

others and participating in debate. 
 

Intent: 

 
At Rowde C of E Primary Academy, we make the teaching of English the foundation of our curriculum. Our belief is 
that speaking and listening, reading and writing are the keys to all learning and our ability to communicate. We are 
determined to help our children develop into articulate and imaginative communicators, to support and enhance 
their thinking and understanding of the world around them through a broad, rich and engaging English curriculum. 
We mindfully endeavour to ensure that children develop a lifelong, healthy and enthusiastic attitude towards 
English, to equip our students with the necessary skills and passion to support them in their forthcoming secondary 
education. Our aim is to ensure that every child becomes primary literate and progresses in speaking and listening, 
reading and writing. We have high expectations and ambition for all our children and want them all to achieve their 
full potential in English during their time at Rowde. 

 
We recognise our moral duty to prioritise the teaching of literacy, and we provide a language-rich environment 
where English is not only taught in discrete lessons but permeates the whole curriculum. We aim to inspire an 
appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of reading widely, often and for pleasure. We 
recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and 
accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in 
the art of speaking and listening and who can use discussion to communicate and further their learning. We believe 
that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in literacy, which follows a clear pathway of progression as 
they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high-
quality education and will give our children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society. 

 
As in all curriculum areas at Rowde, our Literacy curriculum gives children a further opportunity to develop and 
understand our key values: respect, optimism, wisdom, determination, enthusiasm and love. Through the teaching 
and learning of English, and an exposure to a language rich environment, our children learn about themselves, their 



values, rights and responsibilities, and develop their ability to empathise and take multiple perspectives. In addition, 
it gives our pupils the opportunity to learn more about British values, the World around them (our history, how it 
works, how we impact our Earth) and better understand their place within it. We strive to ensure our pupils have 
access to the limitless possibilities that are contained within literature. 

 
Our ambitions for our students are summarised in the table below:  

At Rowde, we are effective communicators -  

Speaking and Listening Reading Writing 

• We can speak with confidence, 
clarity and fluency.  

• We recognise the value of, and 
understand how, to listen 
actively.  

• We are confident in the value 
of our own opinions and can 
express them to others.   

• We are open-minded and value 
the contributions of others. 

• We adapt our language for 
different purposes and 
audiences. 

• We can converse, sustain a 
logical argument and respond 
to others appropriately.  

• We are confident and 
independent readers. 

• We read for pleasure. 

• We read fluently and with 
expression.  

• We read for meaning and can 
discuss and debate the books 
we’ve read. 

• We are knowledgeable about 
the purpose and organisation 
of books. 

• We can identify appropriate 
reading material to support us 
learn about a certain topic. 

• We write for a given purpose. 

• We write imaginatively and 
creatively.  

• We take ownership of our 
writing. 

• We see writing as interesting 
and enjoyable. 

• We can organise, plan and edit 
our written work. 

• We take time with our writing 
to ensure that we carefully 
consider our sentences and 
vocabulary, and the impact 
they will have on the reader. 

 
 

Implementation: 

 
English permeates the whole of the national curriculum and therefore the whole of the curriculum at Rowde. With 
this in mind, we have high expectations of our students and ensure that they apply their English skills effectively, 
and to the same standard, in all curriculum areas not only in literacy lessons. We have specific expectations 
outlining how English is taught in the school as a whole and within the different phases and key stages. 
 
EYFS: 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum is followed to ensure continuity and progression from 
entering our school to the English National Curriculum in KS1 and KS2. The 2021 EYFS Framework is divided into 
Prime and Specific areas of learning and development. 
 

Prime Areas of Learning Specific Areas of Learning 
Communication and Language 
Physical Development 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Literacy 
Mathematics 
Understanding the World 
Expressive Arts and Design 

 

In EYFS, all aspects of English are taught with a focus on the development of their spoken language, which 
underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children learn through play, speaking and listening 
activities, teacher modelling, group work and self-direction. As part of the EYFS provision, children take part in a 
daily phonics session. We follow a systematic approach using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 
programme. Through this rigorous and consistent approach, each grapheme is introduced clearly; a focus is 
placed on blending to read and segmenting to spell. This provides children with the skills they need to begin to 
read words, captions and whole sentences as soon as possible. The teaching of phonics begins in Reception, and 
teaching continues daily to at least the point where children can read almost all words fluently. These phonic 
sessions are followed up with repeated practice and consolidation throughout the day. They also develop their 
conceptual understanding that mark-making and writing is a form of communication. 



 
Children in EYFS begin to take part in group practice reading sessions, using decodable books which are matched 
to their secure phonic knowledge. Our children often reread the same text multiple times to develop their 
comprehension and fluency which includes their accuracy, automaticity (rapid recall of whole known words) and 
prosody (reading with expression). This ensures that they develop their fluency, comprehension and prosody 
whilst being successful at reading their very first books. 

 

Alongside their independent reading of decodable books, our youngest pupils have daily story time and share 
books across the curriculum to ensure they develop a true love of reading. This is evident in the books they bring 
home: a phonics book for them to read fluently and a sharing book for families to read together. As well as this 
reading practice, the children have shared story sessions that develop their ability to hear, read, discover, 
question and discuss books; as well as explicitly teaching vocabulary to ensure they develop a large repertoire of 
language. 

 
KS1: 
The Key Stage One curriculum builds on that of EYFS. It initially develops a more structured approach to 
learning through a range of different forms and mediums, leading to a more formalised learning style. 
 
In Year 1 and 2, the children continue take part in daily phonics and literacy sessions, at least once a week one of 
these focuses specifically on spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG). Children are developing their ability to 
learn to read, therefore reading and time to read is a key part of the KS1 experience. Until the children can read 
almost all words fluently, they continue to take part in grouped reading practice sessions with a teacher, using 
phonically decodable books. Rereading books matched to their secure phonic knowledge, multiple times, gives 
children the best opportunity to develop their fluency, prosody and comprehension, alongside developing their 
vocabulary and knowledge of the world around them.  
 
Once the children can read almost all words fluently then, in Year 2, they take part in Book Club sessions which 
are whole-class reading lessons where vocabulary, fluency, prosody and comprehension are continued to be 
taught explicitly. Towards the end of KS1, there is the additional expectation of the KS1 SATs leading to the Key 
Stage One Interim Assessment.  

 
Joined, cursive handwriting is also taught through EYFS and KS1. This develops motor memory and supports the 
accuracy of writing. Children are taught to join with the expectation that by the end of Year 2 the majority of 
children have an accurate and fluent cursive script (see handwriting guidance for further details). 
 
KS2: 
As in KS1, the KS2 curriculum builds on the learning that has come before. In KS2, children have daily writing 
lessons, where children are exposed to a wide range of texts and begin to learn their features, enabling them to 
write accurately for a given purpose. Children also continue to take part in daily Book Club sessions, with 
continued explicit teaching of vocabulary and all components of reading and comprehension. 

 
Reading: 

 
“By making time to read, like making time to love, we expand our time for living.” 

- Rights of the Reader by Daniel Pennac. 

Five essential components of reading instruction have been identified: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary and comprehension. As such, the teaching and learning of reading at Rowde, supports the development 
of these skills with the knowledge and understanding that reading is one of the most important predictors of later 
academic success and can support and improve wellbeing.  

Broadly, reading falls into three main areas. To begin, our children focus on ‘Learning to Read’ using phonic skills 
and decoding strategies to understand printed language. The teaching and learning in EYFS and KS1 will focus 
primarily in this area, with our structured and progressive phonics programme: Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised. Nevertheless, in addition to their phonics lessons, children read phonically decodable books and share 



stories daily as a class, to begin to develop their love for literature. This supports our ambition that we read fluently 
and with expression. 

In succeeding years, the emphasis will shift towards children ‘Reading to Learn’ and the teaching more towards 
engaging children with the nuances of textual form and the study of literary conventions. The children will be 
taught the necessary skills to accurately read for meaning and will explore a given passage at a deeper level using 
skills like inference and deduction. This supports our ambition that we read for meaning and can discuss and 
debate the books we’ve read. They might also focus on how the writer has constructed the text to create a specific 
effect, unpicking their choices of both grammar and vocabulary. We sincerely hope that throughout their time here 
at Rowde, we can introduce them to the amazing feeling you get when you are reading a book and cannot put it 
down; when you must go out and find the next book in a series, just so you know what happens. We have spent a 
long time developing our Literature Spine and reading curriculum so we can be certain that the children are getting 
a rich reading diet through their Book Club lessons and story time books.  
 
The majority of reading is taught through grouped reading practice sessions and Book Club lessons. In EYFS and Year 
1, Book Club is the shared story time, including modelled reading where the children experience a range of literature 
in different formats. This is further supported by grouped reading practice sessions, where children read more 
independently using their secure phonic knowledge. With teacher modelling and support, they read a text three 
times to develop their fluency, prosody and comprehension. At the same time, they are explicitly taught the 
vocabulary they need to know to fully comprehend the text. To support the development of vocabulary, children are 
given the necessary experiences (e.g. sensory walks or the use of soundscapes and pictures as scaffolds) as well as 
learning the meanings of words they come across in their reading.  
 
Towards the end of KS1, Book Club sessions move towards a whole-class reading lesson that focuses on a specific 
reading objective and skill. Through the teaching of the specific reading domains, the children are better equipped to 
read for meaning, make connections and understand author intent – all of which supports them to develop as 
authors themselves. At the beginning of each Book Club lesson, we spend time explicitly teaching vocabulary that 
the children need to understand the text. We recognise the difference in the language children are exposed to 
through reading and, as result, we explicitly teach tier two vocabulary (precise, high utility academic words found in 
text but not spoken language). Our Book Club sessions expose the children to a wide range of literature, including 
high-quality fiction, but also a range of non-fiction and poetry. This supports our ambition that we are 
knowledgeable about the purpose and organisation of books and can identify appropriate reading material to 
support us learn about a certain topic. From Year Two upwards, at least one of these sessions each week involves an 
element of recording, where children practise responding to different questions and prompts, ensuring that they 
find evidence from the text to support their conclusions. However, the focus of all Book Club lessons is to read, and 
we ensure a balance between extended and close reads across the week.  

To support our teaching and learning of reading, we ensure that our class libraries have a range of age-
appropriate literature for the children to choose from. We ensure that children are able to make an informed 
choice so they always have something to read for pleasure. To enrich this, we use Collins Big Cat as a whole-
school reading programme that supports children to learn to read and to love reading. Collins Big Cat has 
levelled readers that systematically increase the level of challenge, vocabulary, and stamina as children work up 
through the bands. Through our class libraries and the Big Cat books we ensure our children have access to a 
wide range of authors, illustrators, genres, subject matter and formats to appeal to children and provide a 
wide-range of reading experiences. This supports our ambition that we are confident and independent 
readers. 
 

The final element of reading in Rowde is ‘Time to Read’. Children are given some time during the day to read, 
either the book that they are currently reading or one from the class library. At Rowde, we have a strong reading 
culture – where children are given the time, opportunity, skills and resources, to develop a love for reading. In 
our reading time, they can share books with their friends and be immersed in their own reading choices. This 
supports our ambition that we read for pleasure. Teachers will monitor and support the books the children are 
reading, so they are, most importantly enjoyed, but also at the appropriate level and from a range of authors.  
 
Our whole reading curriculum is underpinned by our Literature Spine which we have developed to ensure that 
our children have high-quality, challenging and diverse books to read themselves and to have read to them. 
Within the Literature Spine are the texts (fiction, nonfiction and poetry) that the children will read together in 



Book Club, but also the picture books and novels that will be shared during story time. At Rowde, we leave 
nothing to chance; we are dedicated to ensure that our students get a rich diet of literature.  

 
Reading at home 
 
Reading cannot solely be taught in school; it has to be taught in partnership with home. As part of the home 
school agreement at Rowde, the expectation is that children who are on decodable (reading practice) books are 
heard at home every day. In addition to the decodable books, the children in EYFS and KS1 take home a sharing 
story book to read as a family. This aids our ambitions around reading for pleasure, enabling even our youngest 
students to become immersed in a book, as well as supporting the children’s communication and language 
development.  When children move into upper KS2 or onto free reading books, the expectation is that they read 
every day and are heard read at least three times a week which is signed in their reading diary. Research shows 
that if children read for 20 minutes daily, it supports them in developing their vocabulary, can help their mental 
health (increasing empathy and self-esteem) and is a predictor of their success in later life. We have recommended 
reading lists for each year group, which can support children and their families in choosing high-quality texts and 
‘at home suggestions’ pages on our website.  
 
To support and encourage ready at home, we have reading races as a reward system. When a child has read three 
times at home, they can move along their reading race. Teachers will check their reading records and/or journals 
weekly and review the children’s progress. When they land on a yellow circle, it is important that they complete 
one of the 6 tasks in their reading journal. Without completion of all 6 reading response tasks, they cannot move 
onto the next race. When they have completed a reading race, they will receive a small prize and be celebrated in 
Collective Worship. Once they have completed all five reading races, they will get to choose a new book from a 
selection to take home. Children record their reading and their reading response tasks in their reading journal. 
They can put additional response activities in their scrapbook, using the menu of ideas, but the tasks on the 
reading races are the minimum expectation. 
 

 
Writing 

 
“Without language, one cannot talk to people and understanding them; one cannot share their hopes and 

aspirations, grasp their history, appreciate their poetry, or savour their songs.” 
- Nelson Mandela. 

 
At Rowde, we are determined to help our children to develop into articulate and imaginative communicators. We 
want children to enjoy writing with the eventual aim for them to be able to write clearly, accurately and coherently, 
adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences which engages the interest 
of the reader. Attention is paid throughout the school to the formal structures of English, grammatical detail, 
punctuation and spelling. We want children to acquire a rich vocabulary, a solid understanding of grammar and be 
able to use spelling rules and patterns to spell words confidently. This supports our ambition that we take ownership 
of our writing. In our writing lessons, the children are exposed to high-quality models, with the teacher 
demonstrating the writing process and ensuring that they are given time to think and generate their ideas before 
finalising their sentences.  
 
Where possible, our writing units connect to our learning in other curriculum areas. We focus on topics that will 
capture the children’s interest and give them a clear purpose to their writing. This supports our ambition that we see 
writing as interesting and enjoyable. In KS1 and KS2, we follow Jane Considine’s ‘The Write Stuff’ and our writing 
units have two components. Firstly, we spend time co-constructing a text. In our sentence stacking lessons, we start 
by initiating our thinking and generating our ideas for writing. We will focus on a specific feature (or lens) which 
could be connected to the ideas of writing (using our senses and what the characters might think, say and do), a 
specific grammar focus or a writer’s technique (for example: similes, personification, alliteration). Over the course of 
the lessons, we build a text and the children develop their understanding of the key components and important 
features of that text-type. In this first phase, the children are guided and supported, with vocabulary and ideas at the 
heart of every learning chunk. This supports our ambition that we write imaginatively and creatively. 
 



The second phase is when the children apply the skills they have developed to their own version of the text. They 
will try to use the same features (or lenses) as their steps to success and write, at length, independently. Once 
completed, it is in this second stage of writing that the children are given time and taught the skills to edit and 
improve their work. Focusing on three tiers, the children will revise, rewrite and reimagine parts of their writing.  
This supports our ambition that we can organise, plan and edit our written work. 
 
Our writing curriculum develops progressively and ensures that children are taught how to write narrative, poetry 
and range of non-fiction texts. Our children revisit and consolidate their skills through different units which have a 
high-quality model and cover the four main purposes of writing: writing to entertain, inform, persuade and discuss. 
In EYFS and KS1, the children will focus mostly on writing to entertain (story, description and poetry) and inform 
(recount, letter, instruction).  In KS2, they will continue to practise these skills, looking at more complicated texts like 
newspaper reports and biographies, but then also writing to persuade (advert, letter, speech) and discuss (argument, 
review). This supports our ambition that we write for a given purpose. 

Speaking and Listening 
 
At Rowde, we understand that the ability to speak and listen is fundamental to pupils’ language and social 
development. It is an essential tool for all areas of the curriculum, as talk underpins learning and thinking. Our 
ambitions for speaking and listening are supported in all of our lessons and through consistent and appropriate 
teacher modelling of dialogue (turn taking, offering opinions, inviting a response), listening, our core values and how 
to participate appropriately, including when we disagree.  
 
At Rowde, we provide a wide range of contexts for speaking and listening, supporting the pupils by providing clear 
structures for tasks which require the pupils to learn through talk and encouraging and empowering our students to 
have a voice (which is listened to) and take responsibility for decisions made in the classroom. This begins in EYFS 
and KS1, where children learn the key skills of turn-taking, listening and how to respond appropriately in certain 
situations. Through role-play scenarios, playing with their peers, and continuous provision, the children acquire the 
key skills and vocabulary they need to access the curriculum in subsequent years.  
 
From here, in KS2 and beyond, pupils have a variety of opportunities to use talk for learning. These will not occur in 
every lesson but teachers are expected to incorporate them over a period of time (across each week).  
 
For example:  

• Playing an active role in directing their own learning: e.g. making decisions about how to approach a task, 
selecting appropriate resources. 

• Engaging in speaking and listening in a variety of groupings and settings: e.g. working collaboratively on an 
investigation during group work, reporting findings as a newscaster, interviewing people as part of a 
research project, acting as a guide for a visitor to the school, taking part in class debates. 

• Developing their speaking and listening skills in our Book Club sessions: reading out loud as an individual and 
a larger group, sharing and discussing their opinions in response to a text, making recommendations to a 
friend based on what they’ve read for pleasure. 

• Using language creatively and imaginatively: e.g. through drama, role-play, hot seating, storytelling. 

• Demonstrating what they know and evaluating their understanding: e.g. explaining a certain method to 
concept to a peer, presenting to the class, giving peer feedback to a learning partner.  

 
Phonics 
 
Phonics supports children in both reading and writing and we believe that phonics teaching should be systematic, 
discrete, interactive, practical and engaging to meet the needs of all learners. At Rowde, teachers follow the 
accredited Little Wandle for Letters and Sounds Revised programme, which aims to build children's speaking and 
listening skills in their own right, as well as prepare children for learning to read by developing their phonic 
knowledge and skills. This is a detailed and systematic programme for teaching phonics for children starting by the 
age of five, with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by age seven. Phonics is taught in daily sessions, and 
these lessons proceed at pace and incorporate a wide range of practical and interactive learning opportunities to 
engage the children. Embedded in every lesson, is the activation of prior knowledge, the teaching of new 
grapheme-phoneme correspondences and then time to apply their new knowledge to writing. The skills they are 



taught are revised and reviewed frequently to ensure they have repeated and spaced practice, thus enabling them 
to transfer their learning to their orthographic store in their long-term memory.  
 
Little Wandle for Letters and Sounds Revised has high expectations as an underpinning principle. By the end of 
Reception, the children will be secure and confident with Phases 3 and 4 so they are ready to move on to Phase 5 
in Autumn 2 of Year 1. Phonics continues into Year 2 and KS2 when necessary both through whole class, group 
and individual interventions. Phonics at Rowde is assessed daily through formative assessment and the children’s 
ability to apply their understanding in different contexts. Every 6 weeks, using the Little Wandle assessments, the 
children are monitored and their progress against the progression is checked. Any child at risk of falling behind, or 
who requires the additional support, gets daily keep up sessions to ensure they are on track and prevent any gaps 
from widening. In Year 1, phonics is tested using the National Year One Phonics Screening Check. This is 
administered in June with a mock Phonics Screening Check done in February. If children do not pass the check in 
Year 1, it is retaken in Year 2. 
 
Spelling 
 
At Rowde, we recognise the importance of children learning and understanding the spelling rules and patterns 
rather than just learning how to spell increasingly difficult words. When spelling, we expect our children to: 

• Use their phonic skills effectively when blending phonemes for reading and when segmenting phonemes 
for spelling. 

• Have an interest in words, their meanings and their origins, developing a growing vocabulary both for 
speaking and writing. 

• Write with confidence and creativity, and a ‘have a go attitude’ to their spelling, while developing the skills 
to self-edit, correct and improve. 

• Be imaginative, creative and challenge themselves. 
 
We use the Jane Considine spelling books to support our teaching of spelling as these complement our writing 
curriculum. We spend time in school explicitly teaching spelling through a 30-minute lesson every week, followed 
up by 5 short-burst 10-minute activities. Within our Spelling curriculum, children continue to use their phonic 
knowledge and foundations, with repeated practice and opportunities to recall, retrieve and apply their previous 
learning. We embrace the knowledge of spelling conventions, patterns and rules and encourage children to be 
word detectives, testing spelling hypotheses and making connections with grapheme-phoneme correspondences 
in a range of words. Our teaching of spelling includes common exception words, high frequency words, statutory 
words from the curriculum and personal and topic spelling.  
 
Spelling is assessed, as in all areas, consistently through formative assessment of spellings in context. Teachers 
observe and monitor the children’s application of their spelling strategies in their independent writing, as well 
as through their attainment in the biweekly spelling checks. In addition, spelling is assessed throughout the 
year when the children complete the NFER tests. For our students who find this area particularly challenging, 
they are given support and intervention, either through phonics or a precision teach activity, both of which 
target their own areas of difficulty and take place for short periods of time on a daily basis. 
 
Punctuation and Grammar 
 
At Rowde, we aim for children to acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. We understand that explicit knowledge of 
grammar is extremely important, as it gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. As children work 
through our progressive curriculum, we always ensure that we use the technical vocabulary and we strive to ensure 
our language is consistent in all classrooms to support deep learning and transition.  
 
Children are exposed to the yearly statutory requirements from the National Curriculum and are given 
opportunities to consolidate and apply their learning through our progressive curriculum and our Rowde Writing 
Steps. Each of the daily literacy sessions contains an element of punctuation and grammar, which is taught in 
context and is applied directly to the text the children are currently writing. Through our writing sessions, children 
are consistently developing their understanding of punctuation and grammar through the lenses and success 



criteria in our sentence stacking lessons. This supports us achieve our ambition that ‘we take time with our writing 
to ensure that we carefully consider our sentences and vocabulary, and the impact they will have on the reader’. 
 
In addition to the daily writing lessons, once a week the children ‘zoom in’ for a 30-minute session on a particular 
focus. As above, this will be connected to the context of their writing unit, and will support the children in 
developing their grammatical knowledge and understanding but with the ultimate goal of improving their writing. 
By ensuring that our punctuation and grammar teaching is frequent, and that we use technical vocabulary with the 
children as soon as they are introduced to something new, they have the opportunities to then craft their writing 
and manipulate their grammar for impact. 
 
Handwriting 
 
Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication across the curriculum. 
Children must be able to write with ease, speed and legibility. Cursive handwriting teaches pupils to join letters and 
words as a series of flowing movements and patterns. At Rowde, handwriting skills are taught regularly and 
systematically using the Letter Join programme and progression.  
 
In EYFS, the children begin by using activities to develop their fine and gross motor-skills and recognition of 
patterns, for example, to form letters using their index finger in sand or using paint. From here, they learn how to 
correctly hold their pencil and learn how to form their letters and numbers correctly. During phonics lessons this is 
consolidated, but is not the only opportunity that the children are given. This gives a solid basis for them, in KS1, to 
continue their progression, including leaving spaces between words accurately. By the end of KS1, children will be 
able to write legibly, using upper and lower-case letters appropriately and correct spacing between words using a 
joined, cursive style. 
 
During KS2, the children continue to have direct teaching and regular practice of handwriting. We aim for them to 
develop a clear, fluent style and by the end of Year 6 be able to adapt their handwriting for different purposes, such 
as: a neat, legible hand for finished and published work; a faster script for note making and the ability to print for 
labelling diagrams etc. In KS2, the children are encouraged to write with pen and take pride in the quality of their 
written work across the curriculum.  

 

Impact: 

 
The impact of our Literacy curriculum on our children is clear: progress, sustained learning and transferrable 
skills.  With the implementation of the literacy journey being well established and taught thoroughly in both key 
stages, children are becoming more confident readers and writers and, by the time they are in upper Key Stage 2, 
most genres of writing are familiar to them and the teaching can focus on creativity, writer’s craft, sustained writing 
and manipulation of grammar and punctuation skills. 
 
In order to measure the impact of our curriculum effectively, we use a two-tier approach to assessment. 
Firstly, through assessment for learning (or formative assessment) teachers use a range of strategies to take a 
snapshot of learning within the lessons and then adapt subsequent sessions and learning experiences 
accordingly so that all children make progress. This can come from marking the children’s work, quizzes or 
retrieval practise, verbal responses to questioning and through peer and self-assessment. In reading, daily 
progress is monitored through book talk planning and observation notes, as well as through the reading 
practice sessions in Reception and KS1 and the book band colours in the Collins Big Cat scheme. If at any point, 
through our observations, it appears that a child is at risk of falling behind, we intervene immediately and 
provide them with the support they need to continue to make progress.  
 
Secondly, is the process of assessment of learning (or summative assessment), which is a more formal record 
of the children’s learning against age-related expectations and exemplification materials. Within reading and 
writing, children in Year 2 and 6 are assessed on the Interim Assessment Framework. They will also complete 
Standard Attainment Tests in reading. Children in Year 1, 3, 4 and 5 complete the NFER spelling and reading 
assessments. Final independent writing pieces for a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry inform the 
assessments of writing in each class. Writing is assessed using the Rowde Writing Steps which monitor 



progress against the age-related expectations of their year group. Phonics is assessed every 6 weeks using the 
Little Wandle assessment materials, to ensure they are secure in the knowledge they have been taught.   
 
Underpinning our rigorous monitoring of children’s learning is a system of moderation. We moderate our 
judgements during Key Stage and Whole-School staff meetings, to ensure we are consistent and see the 
progression of teaching and learning across the school. In addition, during data and pupil progress meetings, all 
assessments of reading and writing are scrutinised, monitored and moderated during data meetings. For writing, 
we use ‘No More Marking’ comparative judgement as another tool to inform our teacher judgements.  
 
By having such a continuous cycle of assessment, we can ensure that we meet our ambitions and that children leave 
us with the skills, passion and knowledge necessary to continue to excel in their secondary education.  As all aspects 
of English are an integral part of the curriculum at Rowde, cross curricular writing standards are high and skills taught 
in the English lesson are transferred into other subjects; this shows consolidation of skills and a deeper 
understanding of how and when to use specific grammar, punctuation and grammar.  We hope that as children 
move on from us to further their education and learning that their creativity, passion for English and high aspirations 
travel with them and continue to grow and develop as they do. 


