
Rowde C of E Primary Academy Reading at Home KS2 
 

 

At Rowde, we have a strong reading 
culture where reading is valued, 
promoted and encouraged across the 
curriculum. We hope this will support 
you when reading with your child at 
home but, most importantly, help make 
reading an enjoyable opportunity to 
spend time together.  
 
How can you help your child?  
 

• Try to listen to your child read 
regularly – little and often is best. 
 

• Find a quiet place to share books 
where you can be comfortable.  
 

• Talk about the book, try to make 
connections to the book and their 
experiences. 
 

• Talk about the meanings of words 
to help to develop your child’s 
understanding and use of 
language.  
 

• Ask questions which encourage 
your child to give their own 
opinions for example, do you 
agree with this/the author’s 
opinion? How do you feel about 
this topic? Why? What do you think 
about/is your opinion of…?  
 

• Encourage your child to read a 
range of texts such as newspapers, 
comics, poetry, non-fiction, etc. 
 

• Share a book with your child. This 
may involve you reading to them 
or reading together,  encourage 
that they (and you) read for 
pleasure. 
 

• Play word games.  
 

• Encourage children to read a 
series of books from a favourite 
author or books on topics of 
interests especially to keep 
reluctant readers interested and 
reading. 
 

• Remember build up your child's 
confidence by praising their 
efforts. 

Some questions and ideas for talking about the book: 
 
Retrieval and summary -  
Who was the character that…?  
Show me in the text where you found…?  
What is happening at this point/in this part of the story?  
Find one/two things the main character did in this section.  
Why was… important in this story?  
What is/are the main event(s) that happen(s) in this/ each 
paragraph?  
 
Inference -  
Why do you think the character acted in that way? 
What is most likely true about…? 
Tell me/write about what sort of character/person… was from 
the things they did/said in the story. 
What do you think… thoughts were at this point in the story? Use 
the text to help you think through your answer.  
How did one of the characters change their ideas/ attitudes 
during the story/play? What was it that brought about this 
change?  
 
Prediction -  
What do you think might happen next? Why? 
What do you think would have happened if…?  
If…had not done…, how might this have changed other events in 
the story?  
 
Impact of vocabulary and author intent -  
How has the author organised the writing?  
Why does the author begin a new paragraph here?  
How has the author used words/phrases to make this character 
funny/sad/adventurous/clever/frightening/ 
excited/disappointed, etc?  
Which part of the story best describes the setting/ 
characters/action? Which words and /or phrases do this?  
Find and copy some words or phrases that show us that this 
character is special/helpful/adventurous/ unsure/worried etc 
How does this make the reader want to read on?  
 
Opinion, link making and similarities –  
How are the characters connected in the story? What are the 
relationships between them? 
How did the story make you feel?  
Why did it make you feel like this?  
Did you enjoy the story? Why/why not? 
Do we know other stories like this? What makes them similar?  
 
Non-fiction  
Where can you find information about …?  
Find two pieces of information that tell you about …? What does 
this part of the text tell us about ….?  
Which part of the text tells us about …?  
How does this text layout help the reader?  
How does (a diagram/picture/caption) help you to understand 
the information on this/these pages? 
What is the purpose of the list/diagram/caption/sub-headings in 
this text? 
What is the difference between fact and opinion?  


