
Rowde C of E Primary Academy Reading at Home EYFS 
 

 

 
At Rowde, we have a strong reading culture where 
reading is valued, promoted and encouraged across 
the curriculum. We hope this will support you 
when reading with your child at home but, most 
importantly, help make reading an enjoyable 
opportunity to spend time together.  
 
How to support reading at home: 
 

• Try to listen to your child read regularly. 10 
minutes a day is much better than longer 
sessions once a week; it often helps if a 
regular time is set aside so that it becomes 
part of a routine.  
 

• Always sign and date your child’s reading 
record every time you listen to them.  
 

• Find a quiet place to share books where you 
can be comfortable.  
 

• Talk about the book, you can use some of 
the suggestions here. Try to make 
connections to the book and their 
experiences. 
 

• Talk about the meanings of words to help to 
develop your child’s understanding and use 
of language. Use those words in sentences to 
help. 
 

• Share books with your child, encourage that 
they (and you) read for pleasure. 

 
Sight reading and phonics: 
 
In Reception, your child will be given around 45 
high frequency words to learn over the year – the 
aim is for them to be able to recognise these words 
and to be able to read them.  
 
Children learn these words as part of their phonics 
lessons and will also bring high frequency words 
home to read. Try learning one or two new words at 
a time and then revisit these as new ones are 
added. 
 
There is a really good link on The School Run  

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-high-

frequency-words  

 

Please let me know how I can support you further. 

 
Some top tips: 
 

• If children see print around them and realise 
the purpose of it, it will help them see why 
reading and writing is important and 
encourage them to want to learn it.  
 

• Point out to them labels, signs, headlines, 
adverts, newspapers, comics etc. 
 

• Help your child read numbers and letters in 
the environment.  
 

• Sing songs nursery rhymes and poems with 
your child. 
 

• Play word games and games with the book – 
‘I spy’ using the pictures, for example.  
 

• Praise your children for trying to sound out 
words (PAUSE, PROMPT,PRAISE). 

 
 
Some questions and ideas for talking about the 
book: 
 
By looking at the front cover, can you guess what 
the book might be about? 
 
Where might we find the blurb?  
 
Where is the title of the book, what does this tell 
us?  
 
What might happen on the next page?  
 
Tell me what you have found out so far? 
 
Where/when does the story take place? 
 
Who was the character that…?  
 
What is happening at this point/in this part of the 
story?  
 
Find one/two things that the main character did in 
this part of the story.  
 
Which bit tells you about…?  
 
Can you retell the story?  
 
Did you enjoy the book? Why/why not? 
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