
 

Learn – Grow – Love 
Head Teacher’s letter 

Friday 11th March 

We are Rowde 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I don’t think any of us can believe that it is only the 

second week back after half term! As we posted 

about on Wednesday, Covid-19 cases have risen 

again and we have been hit with some staff shortages 

too. We’re still going strong and doing everything we 

can to keep the children safe, learning and thriving. 

Until further notice, please continue to follow the 

current guidance shown here.   

In spite of this, there’s been a brilliant buzz of learning 

across the school this week, as the children are 

becoming immersed in their topics for the term. 

Wondering the corridor, you go from Space to 

Fantastic Beasts; from Ancient Egypt to the Romans; 

from Natural Disasters to Evolution – it’s magical. The 

classes are also well into their books for this term: 

Birch Class - A range of picture books related to Space, including ‘Look Up!’ By Nathan Bryon 

Ash Class - The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy Shepard 

Maple Class - Marcy and The Riddle of The Sphinx by Joe Todd-Stanton 

Poplar Class – The Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence 

Cedar Class – Floodland by Michael Sedgewick 

Oak Class – Skellig by David Almond 

PE and uniform 

We apologise for having to postpone the PE uniform consultation this week – we will get a new date out to 

you as soon as possible. In the meantime, and until further notice, the children can continue to come to 

school dressed in their PE kit. We understand that the Rowde branded kit is impossible to get hold of at the 

moment, so if you don’t have this then please try and wear plain navy blue and black so the children look 

and feel smart: ready to learn.  

It has also been difficult to secure supply whilst we await the appointment of a new PE teacher. Hopefully, 

this will be resolved soon. In the meantime, we will continue to communicate with you via Seesaw about 

any changes to the normal timetable as we do what we can to continue our high-quality PE provision.  

Wiltshire Cricket 

A message from Miss Johns, who is doing a great job of enriching the children’s experiences in PE:  

We are in Week 2 of our Cricket Roadshow run by Wiltshire Cricket and what a great first couple of weeks it 

has been. This week we have been practicing bowling focusing on the accuracy of our throw and 

technique. The children have been really enjoying their sessions with Vicky and learning something new 

each time. Some of the children in Year 3 & 4 wanted to share their responses: 

“I like how we are challenged when learning a new skill” (Oskar).  

“I like watching a demonstration and then focusing on this skill within the session” (Laythan).  

Starting next week, Year 6 will have the opportunity to learn about being playground leaders with Vicky and 

her team as part of an afterschool club – more information to come. I’m sure we have a number of 

budding cricket stars of the future!  
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Author visit 

Eileen Browne, author of the Handa books is visiting school on Monday 28th March. She is coming to talk to 

the children and work with pupils in Birch and Ash class (R – Year 2), sharing and discussing her stories and 

what it’s like to be an author. Afterschool, she is going to run a workshop for parents on children’s literature, 

diversity and the importance of reading at home. She is particularly interested in ensuring that children are 

exposed to books with female leads and BAME characters to ensure representation. Her list of the Top 21 of 

2021 is available here: https://theaoi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Eileen-Brownes-Top-21-of-2021.pdf  

Afterschool, there will be opportunities to buy her books including her newest of the trilogy: Handa’s Noisy 

Night. Again, more information to come.  

Community Art Project 

Later in the year, we are also looking forward to welcoming community artists No Added Sugar back to the 

school. Previously, they’ve worked on projects such as the swan by the office and the white horse on the 

field. They will come in for a two-day art project in June and work with pupils from Year 3 – 6. Using the story, 

‘The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds’ children will design and decorate circular wooden disks to be part of a 

wooden installation on the panels between the classrooms outside. Parents and anyone from the local 

community can come and also contribute, so we will get the dates and details to you in advance if you’d 

like to join in! 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

Alice Simpson 

Deputy Head Teacher 

 

Week ending 11th March 2022 
 

Learn Grow Love 
 

Dorcas (who was also known as Tabitha) lived in a city called Joppa and the actions in this story take place soon 
after Jesus’ death. Dorcas was very good at sewing, but more importantly, she gave away what she made to 
others who were in need. She had a skill and she used it for good. When women in Joppa lost their husbands and 
were struggling to make a living and care for their children, they would receive a parcel of clothes from Dorcas to 
help clothe the family. 
 
Although Dorcas couldn’t preach or heal people like some of her fellow followers of Jesus, the people of Joppa - 
especially the needy - loved her. They knew that Dorcas loved them and unselfishly gave them what she could. 
This was Dorcas’ way of sharing her love for Jesus. 
 
Acts 9:36 says that Dorcas, “Was always doing good and helping the poor.” She had the freedom to make these 
choices about what she did with her time and how she helped others. Dorcas had so much love to share. 
 

https://theaoi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Eileen-Brownes-Top-21-of-2021.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A36&version=NIV
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Following on from our world book day book, Rain Before Rainbows, we learned that the author had chosen to 
support Save the Children as a charity. During this time of Lent, we are not only thinking of what we can give up 
but we also want to look outwards to see what we can give the community. As such, we would also like to 
support this charity during this time.  
 

 
• We support children to learn, grow and become who they want to be. 

• WE'VE HELPED...45 million children across the world get the medicine, good food and education they 
need. 

• WE ARE...Over 600,000 supporters, alongside families, nurses, teachers and other workers 

• WE BELIEVE...In a world where all children are fed, learning and treated fairly. And every child has a 
chance of the future they deserve. 

 
In reflecting about others in the wider community, we have been able to think about one of our British Values; 
Individual Liberty which has been our Value this week. 

 
We feel very fortunate at Rowde that we can make choices, knowing that we are in a safe and supportive 
environment. We are all encouraged to know, understand and exercise our rights and personal freedoms and are 
supported in how to exercise these safely through our PSHE and E-Safety lessons. We have the freedom to 
choose the school clubs that we participate in and the friends that we make. Many children in the world don’t 
have this freedom or liberty to make choices, something especially relevant and poignant at the moment.  
 
If you feel that you would like to donate to Save the Children over the next four weeks, we would welcome any 
contribution. It can be from pennies to pounds, everything we give can make a difference. Each class teacher will 
have a little jar to receive donations, and there will be a staff contribution too. However, please remember there 
is no obligation to do so. Thank you for your donations in advance and we will keep you posted about the total 
amount at the end of Lent. 
 

Dear God, 
Teach us to live well, to take special care of the vulnerable 

and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
Amen 

 
 

When I needed a neighbour (hymn)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7a7LdgRh-k 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7a7LdgRh-k

