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We are Rowde 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Another busy week here at Rowde, with the children coming towards the end of their topics and learning. 

They are all feeling the effect of the clock change and a long term, but the Easter holiday is in sight! I am 

thrilled to see that our attendance is improving and Covid numbers reducing. Last week, we had 96.9% 

overall attendance and we are keen to work with everyone to ensure our children are in school so they can 

enjoy and experience the brilliant learning taking place in our classrooms! If you have any concerns or 

issues with getting your child/ren to school, please reach out and we will do what we can to help. 

A number of you have spoken to me and asked for clarity about when Mr Edy-Berry’s last day at Rowde will 

be. We have now confirmed that this will be Wednesday 6th April, his last teaching day before the Easter 

Holidays, so he can focus on his new role for Terms 5 and 6. 

As I explained in my letter last week, we are sad to see him 

go but the impact he has had on Rowde is long-lasting 

and things here will remain consistent for the children.  

Eileen Browne’s visit 

We were so lucky to have Eileen Browne at Rowde on 

Monday. The children got so much from her visit and were 

excited to meet a ‘real-life’ author. As well as reading and 

sharing lots of her stories, the children enjoyed hearing 

about how she wrote her books and what inspired her… 

They also loved listening to music connected to her stories 

and moving around like animals! When Eileen spoke to 

some parents about representation and diversity afterschool, a number of our older pupils wanted to 

attend as they are also passionate about these issues. This led us all to think about the books we have in our 

classrooms and that we read together, so that all our pupils see characters like themselves in the texts they 

read. We are so grateful to have Eileen visit Rowde, she made a lasting impression on the whole community! 

Goodbye to Reverend Ruth 

Next Tuesday 5th April, we will be saying a sad goodbye to Reverend Ruth. I know many of you and the 

children have fond memories of Church services and times with her and she has supported the school and 

community in so many different ways over the years, including as a loyal Governor/Academy Councillor. 

We are so grateful for her love and support over the years; she will be missed by all students, parents and 

staff. Nevertheless, we wish her all the best in her move and for the future – I’m sure we’ll keep in touch.  

Natural History Museum virtual workshop 

On Wednesday, Oak class enjoyed a virtual workshop on 

Evolution with the National History Museum in London. It was a 

brilliant opportunity to see some of the fossils they have at the 

museum and hear about some cutting-edge research they are 

involved in which proves that evolution doesn’t stop and animals 

are always adapting to their environment! The Year 6s really 

enjoyed it and it supplemented our Science lessons – they 

listened brilliantly, enjoyed the activities and had some great 

questions! 
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World Maths Day 

As mentioned last week, the children loved World Maths Day and you can see photos and messages from 

the winners below:  

 

A message from Mrs BQ: Well done to the children from Birch class who took part in the 3D model making 

competition. They were asked to make aliens or space craft and had to think about how to make their 

models stronger. I was amazed with how Holly persevered and showed such determination as well as 

critically assessing her design at each stage. Quinton and Olly worked together on their model, sharing 

ideas and taking it in turns. Thank you and well done to everyone else. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bertie explained: ‘I build my cuboids using card. I made them for our cathedral model that we are building 

as a class. They are going to form one of the towers.’ You can see their final cathedral model, too! 
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Spring Photography Competition 

Thank you for all your entries to the competition so far, we have extended the deadline until Monday 4th 

April for any last-minute weekend entrants.  

Easter bonnet parade and raffle 

To clarify, teachers are asking children to have a go at making their Easter bonnet or headband as their 

homework task this week and we will do the parade during the school day next Thursday. For any children 

who cannot make one at home, we will ensure we have resources and they can make one at homework 

club next Wednesday with me. There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place from each class. 

If you would like to come onto the playground at 15.00 next Tuesday, we will open the gates earlier for you 

to see the children walk around the playground.  

Afterschool, we will then have the raffle and refreshments in the hall as a nice send off before the Easter 

Holiday. 

Upcoming Scheduled Events 

• Thursday 7th April: Easter raffle draw at 3.20 in the hall  

• Friday 8th April: TD day 

• Monday 25th April: Summer Term begins 

• Monday 2nd May: Bank Holiday 

• Monday 9th May – Thursday 12th May: Year 6 SATs week 

• Friday 20th May: RAFT whole-school disco 

• Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June: Half Term 

• Week of 6th June: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and Year 4 Multiplication Tests  

• Thursday 9th and Friday 10th June: No Added Sugar Community Art Project 

• Tuesday 5th – Friday 8th July: Year 6 residential 

• Friday 22nd July: Last day of term 

Thank you for your continued support and have a lovely weekend, 

 

Alice Simpson 

Acting Headteacher  
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Week starting 28th March 

 
Learn, Grow, Love 

 
As we continue our journey through Lent, we have been thinking about other important days within this special 
time. Palm Sunday is a significant event within the Church calendar. We shared a version of the story in worship.  
  
The crowd started CHEERING and shouting HOSANNA. Lots more people heard the noise and they came to see 
what it was all about. They started putting their cloaks down on the ground for the DONKEY to walk on. Then 
someone thought that they needed a flag, so they took a branch off one of the many palm trees and started 
waving it around, CHEERING ‘HOSANNA, HOSANNA. Look, it is JESUS. God bless him! HOSANNA. God bless him 
who comes in the Lord’s name. HOSANNA.’ 
 
The excitement was soon to change not long after arriving in Jerusalem. Jesus saw a temple which was over 
flowing with people and animals. It was obvious that the temple was being used as a market. It was obvious that 
people were not worshipping in the temple. 
 
Jesus was very sad and angry at the way people were treating God and God’s special place. Jesus is the son of God 
so the temple was his Father’s house. He loved his father and he loved his father’s house! Jesus knew he needed 
to do something very drastic so that everyone would understand how serious this was. 
 
So, Jesus did something that shocked everyone. He began turning over the tables that people had put in the 
wrong places in the temple. He shooed the birds and animals away and caused the money that people were 
cheating with to fall all over the ground. Jesus said, “Get those things out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s 
house into a market!” 
 
Before this everyone was thinking about money and the market. Now, at last, people had time to stop and think 
about what Jesus had been teaching. It was time to love and respect God at his temple just like Jesus did. 
 
Jesus believed that not only did these people lack respect, they were following no laws or rules. It was chaos and 
someone had to stop it.  
 

 
 
This week, we are thinking about the British Value: Rule of Law and the important part it plays within our lives. 
Rules are there to guide us and keep us safe whether in school or clubs or out and about. In a fair society no-one 
is above the law. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-british-values-the-rule-of-law/zc2bsk7 
 

Dear Lord, 
the story of Palm Sunday shows us how to use our anger to do something good. 

When we get angry, remind us to do something good with it, not something bad. 
Amen 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-british-values-the-rule-of-law/zc2bsk7
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Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are delighted to announce that Acorn Education Trust will be growing.  From 1st May 2022, the five 

schools who made up the former Salisbury Plain Academy Trust will be joining the Acorn family. There is 

one secondary school and four primary schools: 

• Avon Valley School  

• St Michael’s Church of England Primary School 

• Durrington All Saints Church of England Infant School 

• Netheravon All Saints Church of England Primary School 

• Bulford St Leonard’s Primary School 
 

These additions to the Trust will provide further security and strengthen the Trust’s future.  All of our 

existing schools, as well as these new additions, will benefit from this growth in terms of financial security 

and excellence through partnership.  

Acorn remains committed to our vision of ‘preparing young people for their world in their time’.  

With care at the heart of everything we do, we remain fully dedicated to all of our staff, pupils and their 

wider communities. It remains our priority that all Acorn schools are good schools and they receive the 

support that they need to improve and flourish.  Active leadership will still be visible in all of our schools 

from the Acorn central team, who will continue to support and challenge through our ‘Team Around the 

School’ model.  

Through close collaboration and a shared vision, we believe each school within the Trust will continue to go 

from strength to strength, achieving great things whilst retaining their individual identity. 

We extend a warm welcome to all five schools and we look forward to getting to know them well and 

working together in partnership. 

 

Below are some frequently asked questions which my help with any queries you may have. 

Best Wishes 

 

Jo Ronxin 

Head of Communication and School Support 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

1. Will current Acorn Education Trust schools receive less funding, resources and support? 

No. All schools will be funded and resourced according to their size and need. The support from the Trust 

will not change and is again based on need.  

 

2. Will the addition of five schools make Acorn Education Trust weaker or stronger? 

Definitely stronger. While the secondary school is much smaller than Kingdown and Clarendon, the 4 

primary schools are bigger than most of our primary schools which will add strength. A trust of 17 schools is 

described by the DfE as medium to large. The average number of schools per MAT in 2021 was 7.  

 

3. How big is Acorn intending to grow? 

We don’t honestly know because the national political and educational strategy continues to change. We 

need to make sure we are big enough to remain strong and have the capacity to grow, rather than a Trust at 

risk of being taken over. At the same time however, we must hold on to our values and our sense of 

belonging, which really matters to us all. We remain focussed on our founding purpose, which is to find the 

best local solution to the national strategy.  

4. How will admissions to the school be affected?  
There is no proposal to change our existing admissions arrangements.  

 
5. Will the Trust name change? 

No; Acorn Education Trust remains. 
 

6. How are the pupils affected?  
The pupils will not notice any immediate differences. They will be in the same uniform, in the same 
classrooms, with the same teachers, standards and expectations. 

 
7. Will teachers work at different schools?  

Generally, staff will remain in their own schools. The Trust will continue to provide many professional 

development opportunities. All staff will be part of subject network communities which will provide 

opportunities for training, sharing good practices and resources.  
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News Sheet  

3rd April 

Lent 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact Details 

Rector: 

Revd Ruth Schofield:  

07738 858909/ 01380 850191 

revrschofield@gmail.com 

 

Benefice Administrator: 

Sarah Bowler 07876 142112 

sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Resources online 

Benefice Facebook page 

Churches of Rowde and Bromham 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/43932883

2796693/  

A Church Near You 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com 

 

Services and events this week 

 

Sunday 3rd April 

8am Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde 

10am Holy Communion, Bromham 

 

Wednesday 6th April  

11am Coffee and Communion, Rowde 

 

Private Prayer 

Rowde Church               Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm 

Bromham Church          Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm  

Sandy Lane Church        Every day 10am – 4pm 

As far as possible, Rowde and Bromham Churches will also be open during the day on Sundays 

 

Next Sunday 10th April Palm Sunday  

8am Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane 

10am Holy Communion, Rowde 
 

mailto:sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/439328832796693/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/439328832796693/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/

